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Vacation Bible School 2010 

We will set sail July 12-16 and 
experience the deep, rolling waters 
of God's love!  Registration will 
begin in April, but save the date on 
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Haiti 

In a recent Newsweek article, columnist 
Lisa Miller grappled with a question 

entered many people's minds since a 7.0 
earthquake devastated Haiti and resulted in 
the death of as many as 100,000 people. 
The question is, put simply, does God hate 

Haiti? 

  
Based on their tragic history and the horrific suffering we 
have witnessed in the past few weeks, it might seem like it.

  
If we turn to the Bible for help, we will find different answers 
depending on where we look. For the book of Deuteronomy 

and the Old Testament historical books that follow, things are 
pretty black and white. Bad things happen to the disobedient. 
The righteous prosper and the wicked suffer. The theology of 
Pat Robertson must be firmly rooted in this section of the 

scriptures. Biblical wisdom literature, most notably the book 
of Job, challenges this black and white perspective. The 
author of Job recognizes the unfairness of life. Job observes 

that God sends rain to water the fields of both the righteous 
and the unrighteous.  The book of Job concludes by 
overwhelming the reader with what is for humans the 
unfathomable mystery and power of God. Rabbi Harold 

Kushner, author of Why Bad Things Happen to Good People, 
weighs in on the side of the wisdom books; "it's supreme 
hubris," Kushner writes, "to think you can read God's mind."
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your calendar now!  Planning 
meetings for our leadership team 

will begin in February. If you're 
interested in helping, please 
contact Jana Jones at 
jjones@hcumc.org.  

  
           Acolyte Recognition  
We will celebrate Acolyte 
Recognition on Sunday, February 7 

during both worship services.  This 
is a special time of 
recognition/consecration for all of 

the acolytes.  Their role in worship 
is so important, and we will 
recognize their commitment by 
presenting them with a cross.  Please 
make sure Jana knows which service you will 
attend that day! 

Youth Ministry 

Youth Fellowship, Sundays, 6-

8pm 

Drug Free Night - Sunday, Jan 31  

Parents 5-6pm  

Youth 6-8pm  

-Parents, do you worry about your 
youth in our current drug saturated 
culture? Counselor (and member!) 

Shannon Johnson will be joining us 
at a special parent meeting to share 
information and answer questions 

for us.  

  

-Youth, do you wonder what you 
can do to help your friends stay 
away from drugs or what to do if 
you have a friend with a drug 

problem?  Shannon will be leading 
a program for youth fellowship to 
cover pertinent issues for youth.  

And she is hoping to bring a special 
guest to speak with us too! 

  

   

 And then there's Jesus. In his ministry as recorded in the 
Gospels, Jesus also challenges the conventional thinking of 
his day that every bad thing (disease, death, poverty, etc.) is 

a punishment from God, brought on by some sin. In John 9, 
Jesus encounters a blind man. Some of the disciples ask 
Jesus whose sin is to blame for the man's condition. Jesus 
dismisses this kind of thinking and says, in essence, this 

man's condition is an opportunity for God's glory to be 
revealed. Then, Jesus restores his sight and points to the 
goodness and power of God which made his healing possible. 
  
For me, I would challenge any attempt to interpret this 

natural disaster as a divine punishment. Even with a deep 
conviction that this world is not all that is, it remains a 
troubling mystery why suffering of this magnitude is allowed 

to occur by a mighty and good God. But, Jesus has taught me 
this: the earthquake in Haiti is now an opportunity for God's 
glory to be revealed. The response of people around the globe 
and particularly people of faith can make manifest the 

compassionate, long-suffering heart of God. Our response can 
reveal the power of God's Spirit to unite and bring healing. 
Our response can shine the light of hope. 

  
In worship on February 7th, your communion offering will 
reveal God's glory in Haiti by supporting the work of the 
United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR). Immediately 

following the earthquake, UMCOR was mobilized and is 
playing a significant role as a part of the larger relief efforts. 
In the meantime, you can also shine the light of hope by 
putting together a Health Kit (see article) and bringing it to 

the church. The Health Kits contain basic items for sustaining 
everyday life and will be delivered to the people in Haiti 
during this acute crisis. 

Let us follow Jesus and reveal God's glory in the midst of this 
disaster. 

  
Grace and Peace, Pastor Andy    

Financial Year End Update for 2009  
 

During our family meetings last fall, we were very concerned 
about meeting our remaining financial obligations for 2009.   
We talked with many of you and shared our concerns.   We 

listened to many other concerns and together we, as a 
congregation, made a commitment to give a 13th month of 
pledges if possible to close the gap. 
  

We are very pleased to announce that as of December 31, 
2009, our total receipts in 2009 equaled a little less than 



  

Winter Retreat - Feb 12-14 

All youth (7th - 12th grades) are 
welcome on this retreat to 
Oklahoma.  It will be a Love Fest, in 
honor of Valentine's Day!  We will 

have awesome small groups, 
fabulous worship experiences, a 
terrific visit to Turner Falls, and 

incredible food (thanks Rocky!).  Be 
sure to register soon and please 
encourage your friends to sign up 
too. Only $50. Registration forms 
available in the youth office. Sign 
up today!  All forms and payment 
should be turned in to the youth 

office.  

  

  

Adult Ministry  

 10 Great Dates 

There's still time to take your mate 

on a weekly, Friday date!   Join us 
and learn how to reclaim that same 
spark, connection and creativity in  
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$623,000.   These receipts included funds from regular 
pledged giving, auction funds, communion offerings, and 
other donations from various sources. This total represents a 

12% increase when compared with 2008! 
equaled around $634,000 for the year.   Thanks to all the 
generous giving done in the 4th quarter of 2009, we closed 
the gap between our expenses and our income to around 

$11,000.   We are very grateful to everyone for their fait
giving and for "going the extra mile" in 2009 to help reduce 
our deficit.    

  
We have pledged to keep you informed of our financial 
position throughout 2010.   Please look for our quarterly 
updates at the end of each quarter.    

  
Finally, we are proud to announce that through your 
contributions we had sufficient funds to pay our 
apportionments in full.  This allows us, as a single small 

church, to support many of the worldwide missions and 
projects sponsored by the United Methodist Church.
blessing you all are, to our church, to our local community, to 

our conference, and to the world.  Thank you again for 
making Holy Covenant an important focus of your giving.
  

UMCOR Health Kits  

The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) is in 
of health kits for relief efforts in Haiti. Health kits provide 

basic 
necessities to people who  have been forced to leave their 
homes because of human conflict or natural disaster. Health 
kits are also used as learning tools in personal hygiene, 

literacy, nutrition and cooking classes.  
If you can contribute health kits, please follow the directions 
below.  Include all items; do not add items that are not on 

the lists. Extra gifts, though given with the best of intentions, 
render a kit unusable and must be removed.
sent must be new! 
  

Health Kit 

• 1 hand towel (15" x 25" up to 17" x 27")

• 1 washcloth 
• 1 comb (large and sturdy, not pocket
• 1 nail file or fingernail clippers (no emery boards or 

toenail clippers) 
• 1 bath-size bar of soap (3 oz. and up)
• 1 toothbrush (single brushes only in original wrapper, 

No child-size brushes) 
• 1 large tube of toothpaste (4.5 oz. or larger, expiration 
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your marriage.  See 
www.hcumc.org for details.  The 

class lasts thru Mar 19 and costs 
$10/couple.  Childcare is available 
for $5 per child, per week.   
Contact Rev. Wendy Curran - 

wcurran@hcumc.org or 972-492-
2432 for more information.  
Register at 
www.hcumc.org/10GreatDates.   

  
Breakfast Club 

God Has a Dream: A Vision of Hope 

for Our Time by Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu is the next book this 
early morning group will discuss.  
This Breakfast Club meet at  7 am 

in room 113 of the Covenant 
Center. 
  

What ARE My Spiritual Gifts and 

HOW Do I Use them? 

Sunday, January 31 -    Join 
HCUMC member Mark Millar and 

understand what spiritual gifts are, 
what yours are and how you can 
use them to spread God's love.  
Contact Mark mcmillar@att.net.  

   
Visitors' Class   

New to Holy Covenant?  Join us for 

a discussion and tour of our church 
and ask as many questions as you 
want! 

     
Sunday, February 7, 9:45 am, in 

Covenant Center, Room 113.    
  

 Financial Peace University   
There's still time to gain 'financial 

peace' and begin the 
transformation of your financial life 
for 2010.  This class kicks off 
Thursday, Feb 4 -   Contact Douglas 

Curran 
douglas@douglascurrandesigns.com  

or Sheli Erenberger  
shelieren@verizon.net to register or 

for more information.  
  
   

date must be 6 months or longer beyond the date of 
shipment to UMCOR Sager Brown)   

• 6 adhesive plastic strip sterile bandages  

Place these items inside a sealed one-gallon plastic bag. 

Value: $12 per kit. 
Important: Please do not include any religious, political or 
patriotic notes or emblems in any kit. Thank you for your 
donations.  You are helping to make a difference in people's 

lives. 
Please contact Joni Taylor at fourmarys@verizon.net or call 
the church office at 972-492-2432 if you can provide health 
kits. 

S.A.L.T. Update 
 

Jesus tells us that we are the salt of the earth and the light of 

the world.  In response, Holy Covenant is embarking on a 

new opportunity within our local community.  We will be 

adopting 2 elementary schools - Furneaux and Davis - and 

working to build relationships with their teachers, students, 

and families.  This effort will be called our SALT Ministry. 

  

Seek... Long-term relationships with our neighbors and 

community with no strings attached 

Accept... Take the church outside the walls - meet people 

where THEY are 

Love... Expose people to Jesus first...and Holy Covenant 

second 

Transform... See God change lives as the Gospel is 

communicated in a real and relevant way 

  

This ministry will allow us to serve where our passions and 

purpose intersect, while defining our church within the 

community.  Possible volunteer opportunities will include 

mentoring, tutoring, helping with special events, and more.  

Pray about where God is calling you to serve - you have the 

chance to make a difference in the life of a child and show the 

good news of Jesus by being generous with your time.  There 

will be opportunities to sign up to volunteer and other ways 

you can contribute to this important ministry.  Contact Jana 

Jones (jjones@hcumc.org) or Tom Miller 

(thomas.miller@teampcs.com) if you would like more 

information. 

 



 

       Adult Computer Classes 

Holy Covenant has a brand new 
computer lab that allows us to 
teach classes for kids and adults!  
We will offer classes on Microsoft 

Word (February 10 and 17) and 
PowerPoint (March 3 and 10).  Rick 
Davis will be the instructor.  
Classes will be Wednesday evenings 

from 7:00-8:30 pm.  If you are 
interested in these classes, please 
contact Jana Jones at 

jjones@hcumc.org to register and 
specify which program (or both!) 
you want to learn.  If you would 
like to take the class but are not 

able to attend on Wednesdays, let 
Jana know and other options will be 
considered. 

  
Coming soon: 

"Every1 Invite 1" sermon series and 

study - Feb 21 - Mar 28  

"Becoming a Justice Seeking 

Congregation" book study with Rev. 

Bill McElvaney - Feb 21 - Mar 14 

Microsoft PowerPoint 2007 classes - 

spring 2010 

"Lord, Save Us From Your 

Followers" - spring 2010 

 "Soul Feast" - an exploration of 

spiritual disciplines with Pastor 

Wendy - spring 2010 

  

For questions about any of these 
adult classes, please contact the 
person for each event or contact 

Adult Education Committee Chair, 
Gary Feltner - 972-394-9798 or 
gary_feltner@verizon.net. 
  

Music Ministry  

Music Ministry Schedule of 

rehearsals: 

*Children's bells (grades 3-5) 5:30 
pm in the Sanctuary 

*Children's snack supper - 6:10 pm  
 

Music Ministry Needs You! 
 

Now is the time to get back in the swing of rehearsals and to 
join so all can participate in rehearsals for Holy Week, Easter, 
Spring Ring, Children's Spring Musical, Youth Choir tour, 
Spaghetti Dinner, etc. As you talk to visitors and friends 

please direct them to me if they have any questions.  All they 
have to do is come to rehearsals (see rehearsal 
schedule below for times and places).  Here are some 

important upcoming dates! 
  
Jan. 30 - Our Revelation Ringers are participating in a 
handbell festival at First UMC of Plano.  They will spend the 

day rehearsing with other youth bell choirs from the 
metroplex.  A free concert will be held at 4:00 pm.  First UMC 
Plano is on the corner of Spring Creek Pkwy. and Parker Road 

in east Plano.  Come support our youth and thank Sheli 
Erenberger for her leadership.  Ringers always leave this 
event better ringers than they were when they arrived. 
  

The youth choir ringers and singers will be on Winter retreat 
this weekend but we have decided to go forward with the 
Bake Sale on Sunday, Feb. 14.  There is a sign-up list in the 
choir room AND in the narthex for you to volunteer to work 

the sale and/or to bake.  We have the kitchen reserved on 
Sat., Feb. 13 from 9 am to 3 pm.  We will have help from 
some of our confirmands, but we need adults and any youth 

not going on retreat to come help. Cookies, Cakes, Pies, 
Candy Brownies are all good selling items.... donations of 
cake mixes, cans of icing, plates, baggies are also needed!  
  

Yes, you heard me correctly!  We have an invitation to be a 
part of a choir at Carnegie Hall, Nov. 18-22, 2010.  The music 
will be conducted by Michael Ekbladh.  It is music composed 
by Jane Marshall and Rev. John Thornburg.  If you are 

interested in participating (you don't have to be a singer) or if 
you have folks you'd like to invite.  Here is the link for 
information -  

http://www.michael.ekbladh.com/saintsforallseasons.htm.  I 
need to hear from you ASAP if you are interested.  This will 
be a wonderful experience for many or a few.  Northaven 
UMC will be hosting the first "read-through" of Saints for All 

Seasons, February 6th at 10:00 a.m.  Jane Marshall and 
John Thornburg will be there.  ANY and all singers or directors 
are welcome at this read-through, whether you plan to go to 

NY or not.  
  
Please note a special need for a co-director for the Music 
Machine Choir that meets on Wednesdays at 6:30 pm.  Please 

consider this opportunity to teach our future choir members. 
Melanie Luce is doing a great job but needs a helper! 



in Rm. 113 of the Covenant Center 
*Children's singing choir (grades 1-

5) - 6:30 pm in Rm. 206 in Ed. 
Bldg. 
*Covenant Carillons Bells - 6:30 pm 
in the Sanctuary 

*Adult Singing Choir - 7:30 pm in 
the Choir Room, SE corner of 
Sanctuary 
*Youth rehearsals: 

  -Ringers at 4:00 pm in the 
Sanctuary 
  -Singers at 5:00 pm in the Choir 

Room 

  

Revelation Ringers and Singers 

Summer Tour Announced! 

It is time to begin rehearsing for 
our summer tour to South Texas.  
Dates are June 20 - 26.  Come join 

this great group of youth.  Choir 
Tour changes the lives of those we 
sing to and more importantly we 
the singers and ringers are 

changed.  Join us!    
  

Stock Sales!   
February starts our Holy Covenant 

Stock Sales.  You can donate to our 
fund and help our youth go on 
confirmation, Jr. High and Sr. 

mission trips and choir mission 
tour. Think about how you can 
support our youth. 
   

Missions 

Food Pantry 

Holy Covenant's Food Pantry is 
currently in need of peanut butter 
and canned fruit. 

ECDP 

Registration 

Summer and Fall Registration for 
the Early Childhood Development 
Program will be Tuesday, Feb 2.  

Classes available for age 18 months 
to Kindergarten. 

 
-

6:30 pm 

Revelation Ringers and Singers 

Come join 

You can donate to our 

Classes available for age 18 months 

Please know that new members are always welcome to our 
singing choirs.  Handbell choirs will require a conversation 
before joining so, let me know if you want to be a ringer.

want you to be a part of our great music family.
  
Blessings, 
Rev. Debbie Chapman 

dchapman@hcumc.org  
972-849-5372 

Bake Sale 
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Presidents' Parades 

Presidents' Parades will be held in the 
Covenant Center Monday, February 15 and 
Tuesday, February 16 at 1:45 PM. Parents 
are invited to join the children as they 
parade around the gym in patriotic attire. 

United Methodist Reporter  

If you previously had a subscription 
to Covenantree and wish to 
continue to receive the North Texas 

Conference issue of the United 
Methodist Reporter, please 
contact UMR directly.   

  

Send your name, mailing address, 
church name (Holy Covenant UMC) 

and a check for $25 payable to 
NTCUMC to: 

North Texas Conference Ministry 
Center 

NT UM Reporter  

P.O. Box 866128  

Plano, TX 75086-6128 

  

Sunday Worship Schedule  

 8:30 and 11:00 am –  
Worship Services  

 9:45 am -  
Sunday School for all ages 

Staff  

Rev. Andy Lewis, Senior Pastor  

  Rev. Debbie Chapman, 

Associate Pastor, Music Ministries  

  Rev. Wendy Curran, Associate 
Pastor, Spiritual Formation  

 Jana Jones, Children's Minister  

 Georgia Harrison, Youth Minister  

Sheryl Toney, ECDP Director  

Carol Jones, Bookkeeper  

Elise Webb, Administrative 
Assistant   

CONFIRMATION 2010 SERVICE PROJECT 
 

We are collecting items for Ronald McDonald House in Dallas.  
Ronald McDonald House is a temporary home-away-from-
home that serves and sustains families of seriously ill or 
injured children receiving treatment in a Dallas hospital.  We 

will be delivering items on Saturday, February 27.  

Please bring your donations to the church by Sunday, 

February 21.  In consideration of the needs of the 

families, all items should be new and unopened.  You 

may bring your donations to the Confirmation room - 

207 upstairs (red room).  Thank you for your help! 

Breakfast cereal         Individual servings - pretzels/chips    
Snack cakes/cookies   Individual juice boxes                          
Baby monitors            Disposable single-use thermometers 

Disposable cameras    Flip-flops (adult & children's sizes)       
Hair dryers                 Small or medium sized fans                
DVDs (rated G or PG)  Tickets to movies or sporting events 

Postage stamps           Long distance phone cards (30+ min.) 
Boxed tissue               8 ½ x 11 white/color copy paper 
SOS pads                   Batteries(AAA or AA)  
Dryer sheets               Antibacterial liquid hand soap 

Toilet paper                Dishwasher soap (Cascade, Electrasol) 
Disposable gloves        Dishwashing liquid (Dawn, Joy) 
Lysol spray                 Styrofoam cups, bowls, and plates 
Board games              Plastic spoons,forks and knives 

Ziplock bags (gallon)   Dish cloths, towels, and potholders 
Craft supplies             Sporting equipment 
Video games for Xbox, Game Cube, and Wii (rated E) 

Giftcards to Target, WalMart, restaurants, Toys R Us, gas 
stations 

Chili Cook-off & concert 
 

The Spiritual Journeyman hosted another exciting Chili Cook-
off.  Congratulations to winners Rusty & Jill Yull, Gerald 
Thompson and Bob Larson for your tasty entries!   

 

The New Covenant Connection band entertained all with some 

old and new country favorites and some of us even danced off 
our chili.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



In Our Thoughts & Prayers 

Laela Quinn's family; Camille 
Pasternak's family; the Oppliger 
family; the Bayard family; the 
Osserman family; the Thune family; 

the Ronning family; Minnie Payne; 
Helen Montfort; Dick Ellis; Lauren 
Charters' Great Grandpa Huffman; 
Anthony Garcia; the Depew family; 

John & Rachel Heathington; Joni 
Taylor; Pat Mills' aunt, Betty Roark; 
Sue Poydence's nephew, Jason 

Hargrove; Colin Hinton; Steve 
Mazzucco; Amy & Eric Bresie; Lisa 
Hobbs' father, Claude Cobb; Verne 
Glass; Sandie and Mark 

Loudermilk; Doug Jones' brother 
Jeff; Jay & Kathy Cash; Rosie 
Alexander; Kate Bushmann; Jess 

Beltran; Jan Rollins; Annabella 
Chan; Rick Clement; Lisa Tenore; 
the Burlingame family; David Ross; 
Vic Anderson; Jon Broom; Barbara 

Boothe; the Frisbie family; Ron 
Watkins, Susan's father; Amanda 
Edmondson & family; the Dooley 
family; Jackie Franklin and family; 

Gary Poff, friend of the Dahir 
family; Anna Hixon, friend of Kim 
Eaves; Ann Michelle King; Jon 

Broom; Huffman family; and the 
Pifer family. 

Our loved ones in the military 

Trevor Baucom, Precious Blackman, 
Jeff Christie, Clem Clemens, Sean 
Connelly, Tim Connally, Zach Glass, 
David Hunt, Marco Mastrogiovanni, 

Brand Oakley, Jake Oliver, Ashton 
Rudolf, Ashley Wert, C.J. 
Westmoreland, Brad Wethington, & 

Jeremy Whiteside.   
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