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Children's Ministry

It seems hard to believe that the
Lenten season - the six-plus
six
weeks
beginning with Ash Wednesday and
culminating on Easter Sunday - is
already upon us. We just packed
away our Christmas decorations!
Ready or not, Ash Wednesday (on February 17th)
marks the beginning of this holy time set aside for
prayerful introspection, turning away from the sins
that remain with us, receiving God's abundant grace,
and committing to follow Christ. Often, choosing to
give up or sacrifice something important to us during
durin
Lent helps to keep us focused on this renewal process.
To aid us as we wrestle with this invitation to give
something up, I want to dust off one of my articles
from the past. I hope it inspires you to pursue a holy
Lenten season.
"One of my son's friends was playing at our house on
the afternoon of Ash Wednesday. The hot topic at
recess that day had been what each student was
planning to 'give up' for Lent, and the conversation
continued at our house. With an utterly defeated look
on his face, the boy said, 'I guess I'm going to give up
chocolate...but, it's such a long time until Easter!' It
was clear that his well-meaning
meaning sacrifice was already

Vacation Bible School 2010
We will set sail July 12-16
16 and
experience the deep, rolling
waters of God's love!
Registration will begin in April,
but save the date on your
calendar now! Planning
meetings for our leadership
team will begin in February. If
you're interested in helping,
please contact Jana Jones at
jjones@hcumc.org.

Bible Retreat for 3rd,
4th, & 5th Graders
Wednesday, March 17- 10am
to 2pm
Wear green and come have fun
as we learn about God's Word
together!
Contact Jana Jones
(jjones@hcumc.org) to reserve
a spot for your child!

Youth Ministry

morphing into a torturous duty. So, I tried to offer him
a small ray of hope.
I said, 'Did you know that
at Lent is 40 days long?'
He said, 'Yes.'
I said, 'Did you know that it's 46 days until Easter?'
A big question mark formed over his head...
I continued, 'The Sundays during the season of Lent
are not actually a part of Lent. There are 46 days until
Easter: 6 Sundays and 40 other days. The Sundays
are like mini-Easters,
Easters, so if you need to you can take a
break from your Lenten sacrifice each Sunday and
pick it back up on Monday. You could have some
chocolate on Sunday and still keep your Lenten
promise.'
The boy's face lit up. His commitment was now in the
realm of possibility. He had wanted to do something
significant for Jesus during Lent. He was willing to
make a sacrifice. He just needed some mini-Easters
mini
along the way.
In this Lenten season,
n, I do hope that you are being
intentional about growing into the likeness of Christ
and growing in your relationship with God. Doing so by recommitting oneself to daily prayer and devotion,
focusing on untangling oneself from some sin or
destructive habit,
bit, seeking forgiveness and
reconciliation in some broken relationship, etc. almost always involves sacrifice. Especially early on,
taking a selfless step or making a sacrificial
commitment can be difficult and feel burdensome. But
there is Easter at the
e end of the road. There is
resurrection. There is newness of life.
And there are always glimpses of that newness of life
along the way to encourage us and give us hope.
In this season of Lent, even in the midst of hardship
or intentional sacrifice, keep
ep your eyes open for minimini
Easters along the way and give thanks to God for
these signs of hope and grace."

Spaghetti Dinner & Talent
Show
Sunday, February 28, 6-8pm
pm

Pastor Andy

Join us for a delicious dinner
followed by absolutely
incredible talent. All absolutely
FREE! You will not want to
miss this fun evening! An
offering will be taken to
support Youth Missions.

Welcome New Members!

Adult Ministry
Financial Peace University
There's still time to gain
'financial peace' and begin the
transformation of your financial
life for 2010. Contact Douglas
Curran
douglas@douglascurrandesigns
.com
or Sheli Erenberger
shelieren@verizon.net to
register or for more
information.
Share the Love Study-9:45
9:45
am
Sundays, Feb 21 through
Mar 21
Join Pastor Wendy on Sundays
at 9:45 for this Lenten study in
room 113 in the Covenant
Center. We'll discuss and
practice the practical aspects of
how to more easily share our
faith stories.
Becoming a Justice Seeking
Congregation
by Rev. Bill McElvaney
Sunday evenings Feb 21-Mar 14

Larry & Billye Rayes
Joined January 31

Joe, Meagan & Jeanne Selby and Dottie Costello
Joined January 31

Join the study of this new book
from long-time friend of
HCUMC, seminary professor
and distinguished peace and
justice advocate . Books on
sale in church lobby Feb 7-21.
Coming soon:
"Every1 Invite 1" sermon
series and study - Feb 21 - Mar
28
"Lord, Save Us From Your
Followers" - spring 2010
"Soul Feast" - an exploration
of spiritual disciplines with
Pastor Wendy - spring 2010
For questions about any of
these adult classes, please
contact the person for each
event or contact Adult
Education Committee Chair,
Gary Feltner - 972-394-9798
or gary_feltner@verizon.net.

Music Ministry
Music Ministry Schedule of
rehearsals:
New members are always
welcome to join our singing
choirs. All you have to do is
come (schedule
below). Handbell choirs will
require a conversation before
joining. Contact Debbie
Chapman For information.
Come be a part of our great
music family. Here is the
schedule of rehearsals for all
ages:
*Children's bells (grades 3-5)
5:30 pm in the Sanctuary
*Children's snack supper 6:10 pm in Rm. 113 of the
Covenant Center
*Children's singing choir
(grades 1-5) - 6:30 pm in Rm.
206 in Ed. Bldg.

S.A.L.T. Update
Volunteer Orientation
- Sunday, February 21 at 12:15 pm
Jesus tells us that we
are the salt of the earth
and the light of the
world.
In response, Holy
Covenant is embarking
on a new opportunity
within our local
community. We will be
adopting 2 elementary
schools - Furneaux and
Davis - and working to
build relationships with
their teachers,
students, and families.
This effort will be called
our SALT Ministry.
Seek... Long-term relationships with our neighbors
and community with no strings attached
Accept... Take the church outside the walls - meet
people where THEY are
Love... Expose people to Jesus first...and Holy
Covenant second
Transform... See God change lives as the Gospel is
communicated in a real and relevant way
This ministry will allow us to serve where our passions
and purpose intersect, while defining our church
within the community. Possible volunteer
opportunities will include mentoring, tutoring, helping
with special events, and more. Pray about where God
is calling you to serve - you have the chance to make
a difference in the life of a child and show the good
news of Jesus by being generous with your time.
There will be opportunities to sign up to volunteer and
other ways you can contribute to this important
ministry. Contact Jana Jones (jjones@hcumc.org) or
Tom Miller (thomas.miller@teampcs.com) if you would
like more information.

*Covenant Carillons Bells 6:30 pm in the Sanctuary
*Adult Singing Choir - 7:30 pm
in the Choir Room, SE corner
of Sanctuary
*Youth rehearsals:
-Ringers at 4:00 pm in the
Sanctuary
-Singers at 5:00 pm in the
Choir Room

Revelation Ringers and
Singers Summer Tour
Announced!
Youth in grades 6-12! It is
time to begin rehearsing for
our summer tour to Corpus
Christi, San Antonio and
Austin, TX. Dates are
June 20 - 26, 2010. Come join
this great group of youth.
Choir Tour enriches the lives
of those we ring and sing to,
but most of all, enriches the
lives of the youth that
participate. Join us!
Rehearsals are on Sunday
afternoons - bells at 4:00 pm
and choir at 5:00 PM.

Stock Sales!
February starts our Holy
Covenant Stock Sales. You can
donate to our fund and help
our youth go on confirmation,
Jr. High and Sr. mission trips

Vow Renewal
This Sunday, February 14

Dearly beloved,
you are invited to attend a
Vow Renewal Ceremony
Sunday in the sanctuary at 9:45 am
with a reception following in the Covenant Center

Bake Sale

and choir mission tour. Think
about how you can support our
youth.
Volunteer Needed
Please note a special need for a
co-director for the Music
Machine Choir that meets on
Wednesdays at 6:30 pm.
Please consider this
opportunity to teach our future
choir members. Melanie Luce is
doing a great job but needs a
helper!

Missions
Food Pantry
Holy Covenant's Food Pantry is
currently in need of cereal and
canned fruit.

Carnegie Hall Invitation
Holy Covenant singers have been invited to be a part
of a choir that will go to New York City and perform at
Carnegie Hall, Nov. 20, 2010 (trip is Nov. 18-22).
18
The
music will be conducted by a good friend of
Debbie's, Michael Ekbladh. It is music composed
compose by
Jane Marshall (well known composer) and Rev. John
Thornburg (known for his lyrics and his work with
world music). If you are interested in participating
(you don't have to be a singer) or if you have folks
you'd like to invite, here is the link for information
nformation http://www.michael.ekbladh.com/saintsforallseasons.
htm. A deposit of $200.00 is due on Feb. 15,
2010. Make checks payable to Holy Covenant UMC
and mark them for Carnegie Hall trip. Contact Debbie
with questions dchapman@hcumc.org.

Health Kits
Thanks to your generosity,
Holy Covenant provided 441
health kits to UMCOR for use in
Haiti!

ECDP

Ash Wednesday
February 17

Registration
The Early Childhood
Development Program is
currently enrolling for summer
and fall. Classes available for
age 18 mos. to Kindergarten.

7 am Prayer service
with imposition of
ashes
6 pm Dinner in
Covenant Center
7 pm Worship service
with imposition of
ashes

Presidents' Parades
Presidents' Parades will be held
in the Covenant Center
Monday, February 15 and
Tuesday, February 16 at 1:45
PM. Parents are invited to join
the children as they parade
around the gym in patriotic
attire.

United Methodist Reporter
If you previously had a
subscription to Covenantree and
wish to continue to receive the
North Texas Conference issue of
the United Methodist
Reporter, please contact UMR
directly.
Send your name, mailing address,
church name (Holy Covenant UMC)
and a check for $25 payable to
NTCUMC to:
North Texas Conference
ence Ministry
Center
NT UM Reporter
P.O. Box 866128
Plano, TX 75086-6128

Sunday Worship Schedule
8:30 and 11:00 am –

Date Night
Saturday,
February 20 at 8
pm
You and your
valentine are
cordially invited to
see The Complete
Works of William
Shakespeare
(Abridged) at Greater
Lewsiville Community
Theatre.
If you like
Shakespeare,
hakespeare, you'll
like this show. If you
hate Shakespeare,
you'll love this show.
Done at a whirlwind
pace with great
delight, this
irreverent, fast paced romp features all 37 of The
Bard's plays in under two hours.
The Complete Works was London's longest-running
longest
comedy. Praised by the Los Angeles Times as "Wildly
Funny" and by the Montreal Gazette as "The funniest
show you are likely to see in your entire lifetime".
There is no doubt that William Shakespeare himself
would approve.

Worship Services

9:45 am - Sunday School,
all ages

Staff
Rev. Andy Lewis,, Senior Pastor
Rev. Debbie Chapman,
Associate Pastor, Music Ministries
Rev. Wendy Curran,, Associate
Pastor, Spiritual Formation
Jana Jones,, Children's Minister
Georgia Harrison, Youth
Minister
Sheryl Toney,, ECDP Director
Carol Jones, Bookkeeper
Elise Webb, Administrative
Assistant

Tickets are $15 each. Contact Dante Paa
paa100@hotmail.com or Gary McCoy
gb.mccoy@verizon.net to purchase.

CONFIRMATION 2010 SERVICE PROJECT

In Our Thoughts & Prayers
Laela Quinn's family; Camille
Pasternak's family; the Oppliger
family; Beverly Randall; Jane
Hargrave; Minnie Payne; Melinda
Wester; Dan Zambrano; Helen
Montfort; Dick Ellis; Chris
Mundell's mother, Rosemary;
Lauren Charters' Great Grandpa
Huffman; Virginia Taylor; the
Depew family; John & Rachel
Heathington; Pat Mills' aunt, Betty
Roark; Sue Poydence's nephew,
Jason Hargrove; Colin Hinton;
Steve Mazzucco; Amy & Eric
Bresie; Lisa Hobbs' father,
r, Claude
Cobb; Carol Jones' parents, Verne
& Dorlis Glass; Sandie and Mark
Loudermilk; Doug Jones' brother
Jeff; Shane Slovinsky; Matt
Scrudder's grandfather; Jay &
Kathy Cash; Rosie Alexander; Kate
Bushmann; Jess Beltran; Jan
Rollins; Annabella Chan; Rick
Clement; Lisa Tenore; the
Burlingame family; David Ross; Vic
Anderson; Jon Broom; Barbara
Boothe; the Frisbie family; Ron
Watkins, Susan's father; Al Pope;
Sara Shepperd; the Dooley family;
Jackie Franklin and family; Gary
Poff, friend of the Dahir family;
Anna Hixon, friend of Kim Eaves;
Ann Michelle King; Jon Broom;
Huffman family; and the Pifer
family.

2-Liter Bottles Needed
I am working with the City of
Carrollton to put floating
gardens on the South end of
the lake across from the
church and I need about 500
empty 2-liter bottles before
Spring to test my proposal.
Donation boxes are set up at
Holy Covenant.
Thanks,
Dale Kiplinger

District Youth Event
3D Olympic Games

Our loved ones in the military
Trevor Baucom, Precious
Blackman, Jeff Christie, Clem
Clemens, Sean Connelly, Tim
Connally, Collin Fender, Zach
Glass, David Hunt, Marco
Mastrogiovanni, Brand Oakley,
Jake Oliver, Ashton Rudolf, Ashley
Wert, C.J. Westmoreland, Brad
Wethington, & Jeremy Whiteside.

Our Vision -

Connecting with our neighbors,
caring for our earth,
finding transformation through the love of Christ.

