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"Be ready to speak up and tell anyone
who asks why you're living the way you
are, and always with the utmost
courtesy." 1 Peter 3:15 (The Message
translation)
Through the current sermon series, called Share the Love,
my goal is for you to get in touch with your own faith
stories - those memorable moments in your life when you
have experienced God's love, comfort, or guidance - and
then become better prepared to speak up and share
them...with words!
When considering stepping out of our comfort zones and
sharing our faith stories, it is easy to focus solely on the
"cons" to opening our mouths: I may feel dismissed or
rejected, I may stumble over my words and look like a
fool, I may jeopardize a perfectly harmonious relationship,
I may be exposed as someone without a great deal of Bible
knowledge, or I may be taken for one of those judgmental,
self-righteous
righteous Christians. Dwelling on the "cons" can
paralyze us and persuade us to just keep a low faithfaith
profile.
But what about the "pros" to sharing our faith stories?
One day, when I was a senior in college at The
University of Texas in Austin, I was walking down the

Children's Ministry

Vacation Bible School
2010
We will set sail July 12-16
and experience the deep,
rolling waters of God's
love! Registration will
begin in April, but save
the date on your calendar
now! Planning meetings
for our leadership team
will begin in February. If
you're interested in
helping, please contact
Jana Jones at
jjones@hcumc.org.

main drag and ran into a friend from my freshman year. I
had not seen him in a year or more, so we struck up a
conversation and started to catch up. I asked him how he
was doing. To reference 1 Peter, he was ready to speak up
and tell me about how his faith in Christ was shaping his
life. He told me about the campus ministry in which he was
involved, the great friendships and the personal discoveries
he had made. He shared about a mission trip in which he
had participated over the summer and the lessons he had
learned. His faith stories were powerful, but as he spoke, it
was his eyes and his smile that spoke even more
powerfully about his deep peace and joy. As we wrapped
up our conversation, he kindly invited me to join him for an
upcoming Bible study with some of his campus ministry
friends.
I declined my old friend's invitation. He may have left that
encounter feeling somewhat rejected; he had made himself
vulnerable to me by sharing his faith stories there on the
drag. I suspect, however, that he left that encounter
undaunted and prayed for me.
What my old friend may never know is that I left that
encounter feeling quite disoriented. I caught a glimpse of a
peace and joy in him that I knew I did not have. He
inspired me to take stock of my own life, and I soon joined
a Bible study in a different campus ministry. It was this
Bible study that helped me renew my faith and hear God's
call into the ministry.
If my friend's tongue had been tied by the "cons," if he had
played it safe and simply kept our exchange to small talk,
God would not have been able to work through him to
plant a seed of discontent in my life. My friend planted a
seed. God watered that seed, and that seed later
blossomed into faith in Christ and a call to serve.

Bible Retreat for
3rd, 4th, & 5th Graders
Wednesday, March 1710am to 2pm
Wear green and come
have fun as we learn
about God's Word
together! Contact Jana
Jones jjones@hcumc.org
to reserve a spot for your
child!

Given my personal indebtedness to someone who dared to
share his faith stories, I'll admit that I am biased, but I
would suggest that the "pro" of just one life, transformed
by the grace of God, outweighs all the "cons."
Grace and Peace, Pastor Andy

Baptism

All-Around Easter &
Egg Hunt
Saturday, April 3- 4 pm
Kids and families are
invited to participate in a
life-changing Easter
experience as you walk in
Jesus' footsteps from
Palm Sunday to Easter
morning!
There will be many other
activities to participate in
afterward, including an
egg hunt for ages
Toddler-3rd Grade, snow
cones, a bounce house,
and more!

Youth Ministry

Spaghetti Dinner &
Talent Show
This Sunday night
6:00 - 9:00 p.m.
Please join us for this
entertaining evening!
The youth encourage you
to bring your entire
family for a fabulous

Gillian Elise Keith
Baptized February 21, pictured with Rev. Andy Lewis, and
Rachel & Mike Keith

Support Youth in Mission
Everyone should have received something in the mail by
now about supporting our youth as they go to be in
mission this summer. If you have not, please call the
church office (972-492-2432)
2432) and we will send one to you.
What is this all about? All money raised for youth mission
stock sales are used to help our youth go on a mission trip
during the summer. There is a mission trip for
confirmands, junior high, senior high, and choir. The
actual cost of these trips ranges from $330 to $470 per
youth, so without
thout some financial assistance there are very
few youth who would be able to go on these trips. That's
where you come in! The congregation of Holy Covenant
UMC has always been very faithful in their support of youth
missions. We call it Youth Mission Stock
tock Sales because
what you are buying is a share in the mission work that is
being done by our youth. Just like the adults that go on the
youth trips, you are an integral part of the support system
needed for us to be able to send our youth out in mission.
mission
I encourage you to support Youth Mission, at whatever
level you can, so that we can spread God's love by using
our hands, hearts and voices. To
donate, simply put "Youth Mission" in the memo line
of your check and either drop it in the offering plate
plat or mail
it in. The youth will be calling those who have not donated

spaghetti dinner.
After dinner, there
will be a talent show in
the Sanctuary.
The "talent" is
guaranteed to be truly
amazing! A collection
will be taken to support
youth in mission.
Winter Retreat 2010
57 youth and adults had
a chilly but great time!

by March 1, so get your check in early.
God bless you for your generous support of our youth, with
your prayer, your time, and your resources. God is good!

S.A.L.T. Update
As Holy Covenant strives to
be the salt of the earth and
the light of the world, we are
adopting 2 elementary
schools - Furneaux and Davis
- and working to build
relationships with their
teachers, students, and
families. We will begin
sending volunteers into the
schools the first week of
March to tutor and mentor
the students. We currently
have 70 volunteers who will
serve, but can always use
more! Pray about where God is calling you to serve - you
have the chance to make a difference in the life of a child
c
and show the good news of Jesus by being generous with
your time. Contact Jana Jones (jjones@hcumc.org
jjones@hcumc.org) or
Tom Miller (thomas.miller@teampcs.com) if you would like
to be involved.
Seek... Long-term
term relationships with our neighbors and
community with no strings attached
Accept
Accept... Take the church outside the walls - meet people
where THEY are
Love... Expose people to Jesus first...and
irst...and Holy Covenant
second
Transform...
... See God change lives as the Gospel is
communicated in a real and relevant way

Yard Signs
$10
As an outreach program in conjunction with the Share the
Love sermon series, Holy Covenant is selling yard signs
promoting our upcoming Easter event. We hope that all
households will want to display one.

Adult Ministry
Financial Peace
University

There's still time to gain
'financial peace' and
begin the transformation
of your financial life for
2010. Contact Douglas
Curran
douglas@douglascurrandesigns.
com

or Sheli Erenberger
shelieren@verizon.net to
register or for more
information.
Share the Love study
9:45 am
Sundays, through
Mar 21
Join Pastor Wendy on
Sundays at 9:45 for this
Lenten study in room
113 in the Covenant
Center. We'll discuss
and practice the practical
aspects of how to more
easily share our faith
stories.
Becoming a Justice
Seeking Congregation
by Rev. Bill McElvaney
Sunday evenings
through Mar 14
Join the study of this
new book from long-time
friend of HCUMC,
seminary professor and
distinguished peace and
justice advocate.

Music Ministry
Time to join a choir!
Ringing and singing
choirs are available for
all ages.
We have begun
rehearsing for Holy Week,
Easter, Spring Ring,

Holy Covenant Breakfast Club
Holy Covenant's Breakfast Club
meets on Monday mornings from
7:00 - 8:00 AM in room 113 of the
Covenant Center. This group enjoys
food, fellowship, and discussing
books on Christian living. We'd love
to have you stop by and share with
us!
Beginning on Monday, March 8th,
we will be discussing Adam
Hamilton's book Seeing Gray in a
World of Black and White. Everyone
agrees that America is polarized,
with ever-hardening positions held
by people less and less willing to listen to one another. No
one agrees on what to do about it. One solution that hasn't
yet been tried, says Adam Hamilton, is for thinking persons
of faith to model for the rest of the country a richer, more
thoughtful conversation on the political, moral, and
religious issues that divide us.
Hamilton writes: I don't expect you to agree with
everything I've written. I expect that in the future even I
won't agree with everything I've written here. The point is
not to get you to agree with me, but to encourage you to
think about what you believe. In the end I will be inviting
those of you who find this book resonates with what you
feel is true, to join the movement to pursue a middle way
between the left and the right --to make your voices
heard-- and to model for our nation and for the church,
how we can listen, learn, and love those with whom we
disagree.
The books are $15. For more info, contact Gary Feltner
972-394-9798 or just join us any Monday!

Carnegie Hall Invitation
Adult singers and non-singers are invited on this
great trip
It is not too late to join us on this trip. The final date to
make deposits is March 15. The Wesleyan Choir has been
invited to participate in a concert at historic Carnegie Hall
in New York City on November 20 - 21, which is the
weekend before Thanksgiving. We will be joining a choir
made up of 150-175 voices from around the country

Children's Spring Musical,
Youth Choir tour,
Spaghetti Dinner, etc. As
you talk to visitors and
friends please direct them
to me if they have any
questions. All anyone
has to do is come to
rehearsals. Handbell
choirs will require a
conversation before
joining. Contact Debbie if
you want to be a
ringer. Help our music
family to grow. Check our
website for rehearsal
times and rooms or
Contact Debbie at
dchapman@hcumc.org
Orchestra forming!
Youth and Adults are
invited!
There will be a meeting at
12:15 pm on Sunday,
February 28 in the choir
room for all interested in
being a part of a Holy
Covenant Orchestra.
New Member, Joe Selby
is pumped about pulling
instrumentalists of all
ages together into an
orchestra that play for
worship and present
concerts. Contact Joe for
more information at
Joe.Selby@verizon.net or
Rev. Debbie Chapman at
dchapman@hcumc.org
Choir Council Needs
You!
Choir Council President,
Jim McKee and Music
Minister, Rev. Debbie
Chapman have scheduled
a meeting for March 7th
at 12:15 pm in the choir
room. Leaders are

to perform Saints for All Seasons by Jane Marshall,
arranged and orchestrated by Michael Ekbladh. This
performance will be the New York premiere of this work in
its orchestrated
trated version. The concert will take place with
the acclaimed resident orchestra, the New England
Symphonic Ensemble and world-class
class soloists.
We need singers, but non-singers
singers are invited to be a part
of this experience. Please come with us to New York
Yo
City and see how brightly The Big Apple shines during the
holiday season! Join Sharon Harris, Sheli Erenberger,
Sharyn Yetman, and Debbie Chapman. We plan to have a
blast!
The total cost for the ground package is $1249 with four
people to a room (this
is does not include airfare). Since the
first deposit date has past, a deposit of $400 is due by
March 15th. The second deposit for those already signed
up is $200.00, due on March 15. Contact Debbie Chapman
at dchapman@hcumc.org. For
or more information http://www.michael.ekbladh.com/saintsforallseasons.htm

Church Office Hours Changing
Beginning March 15
Monday - Friday
8:30 am to 3 pm

needed to represent
children, youth and adult
ringing and singing
choirs. Please consider
how you might serve
our dynamic music
program.

District Youth Event

Contact Jim or Debbie to
volunteer or with
questions.
Lunch will be provided.
dchapman@hcumc.org
Youth Choir Breakfasts
are scheduled for
Sunday, March 28 and
Sunday, April 11. Mark
your calendar to have a
great breakfast on a
Sunday morning and
have yet another way to
support our youth ringing
and singing choirs
prepare for their summer
tour to South Texas.

3D Olympic Games
Bake Sale thanks!!
A hearty thanks to
all who baked, worked
and supported the bake
sale this past Sunday.
More than $950.00 was
collected for our Youth
Choir Tour to South
Texas this coming
summer! Awesome!

2010 YOUTH CHOIR MISSION TRIP
Living Water Tour
June 20, 2010 through June 26, 2010
The Revelation Ringers and Singers made up of youth in
grades 6 through 12 are traveling the great state of Texas
for their 9th annual Youth Choir Trip. We will leave on
Sunday June 20th and travel to San Antonio, Corpus
Christi and Austin with other stops along the way. The
purpose of our trip is to spread the Word of God through
the gift of music. Look for the Stock Sale brochure for
information about how you can make an investment in
these great youth. Lives are changed on these trips and
you can be a part of it with your gifts. Money collected
from the stock sale supports all summer youth mission

trips. It is not too late to join. Youth should begin coming
to rehearsals now. Regular rehearsals are
e on Sundays 4:00 pm Handbells and 5:00 pm Choir. Contact Debbie
Chapman for information about stock sales and rehearsals
OR just come check it out. We rehearse in the Sanctuary
and Choir room. dchapman@hcumc.org

Request
Children's Choir
News!
Music Machine Choir
(grades 1-5)
Calling all children in
grades 1-5. We will
begin working on our
spring musical on March
24, the Wed. following
Spring Break. If your
child would like to be in
the musical, there will be
8 rehearsals prior to the
performance at the 11:00
service on May 16. We
have six great kids but
need more children to
present a musical. Please
consider joining the Music
Machine Choir for this
wonderful experience.
They rehearse at 6:30
pm on Wednesday nights
following a snack supper
at 6:10 pm.
Cherub Choir
(age 3 to Kindergarten)
Our pre-school children
rehearse every Sunday
morning. Simply take
your child to the nursery
following children's time
each week. The preschool choir is under the
leadership of Lindsay
Pickard. Be a part
equipping and growing
the future musicians of
the Church.

2-Liter Bottles Needed
I am working with the City of
Carrollton to put floating gardens on
the South end of the lake
across from the church and I need
about 500 empty 2-liter bottles
before Spring to test my
proposal. Donation boxes are set
up at Holy Covenant.
Thanks,
Dale Kiplinger

Green Team News
Recycle, Refuse, Reuse
Recycling has been made easy for you
these days. You can recycle just about
everything; from paper, plastic bags, to
construction materials etc. I know you
all are recycling at your house, but are
you buying recycled products? It is
one thing to be recycling, but take it to the next level and
buy recycled products. Most stores today are carrying
these products, so take a look next time you are at the
store and buy them. Also, reuse items or donate them
versus throwing them away. The landfill in Carrollton is
expected to be full in 40 years or less. This will affect all of
us in some way, so please do your part and recycle.
We are doing a great job at utilizing our paper recycling
bin, so thank you. Please remember that the blue bins
in the church are for paper only.
GREEN WEEK April 19th to the 25th
Holy Covenant is excited to announce that we will be
hosting our 1st annual Green Week! The Green
Team is hard at work planning activities for you and your
families, so please mark your calendars now and more
details will follow. We need extra help in planning and

Missions

implementation. If you can help, please contact Tatum
Curry tatumtoney@hotmail.com.

Prosthetics for Haiti

Blood Drive
3/21/2010
8am to 1pm
Holy Covenant
Parking Lot
Schedule Your Donation.
Being a LifeSaver is
easier than you think!
Update on Haiti
Health Kits
HCUMC collected and
assembled 441 Health
Kits to be sent to
UMCOR Sager Brown for
verification and
shipment to Haiti.
Thanks so much to
everyone for your
generosity and support
towards the Haiti relief
efforts.
In addition to these
health kits providing
basic necessities to
people who have been
forced to leave their
homes, they are also
used as learning tools in
personal hygiene,
literacy, nutrition and
cooking classes. When
people gain the
knowledge and
materials to maintain
personal hygiene, their

As you may know, many of the people of Haiti who
survived the earthquake have had limbs amputated. I've
seen the news reports where the doctors have gone back
for the necessary follow-up treatments. What occurred to
me, is there are people here in the US, who have used
prosthetics, that they have either outgrown or replaced for
a better model.
Even though these may not be the most advanced, I'm
sure they are better than nothing and would be greatly
needed and appreciated.
So, I am asking you to forward this to everyone in
your circle of friends and family and ask them to do the
same.
If we can do this simple act of getting the word out, that
Holy Covenant United Methodist Church is collecting gently
used prosthetics for Haiti, perhaps we can generate some
help to those who desperately need it.
If there are organizations, elsewhere who wish to do this,
simply type "prosthetics for Haiti, major city name"
name into
Google and see what you can learn.
Hangar, Inc. is actually doing the transport and they are
located in several cities around the US.
Thanks,
Cherl Hoskins

Renewal Ceremony
Several couples took part in Holy Covenant’s Service of
Renewal February 14, 2010.

overall health improves.
Special thanks go to the
following for their
exceptional donations
and efforts in this
endeavor: Davis
Elementary School;
ECDP kids; Javelin CRM
Agency; Schroeder
Leasing Company;
Dossett Dental; OPC
Nail Supplies; and
Inversion Energy
Solutions.
UMCOR.
Be There.
Be Hope.
UMCOR's mission is to
alleviate human
suffering-whether
caused by war, conflict,
or natural disaster-with
open minds and hearts
to all people.
For Haiti updates, visit
www.UMCOR.org/Haiti.

United Methodist
Reporter
If you previously had a
subscription to
Covenantree and wish
to continue to receive
the North Texas
Conference
issue of the United
Methodist
Reporter, please
contact UMR directly.
Send your name,
mailing address, church
name (Holy Covenant
UMC) and a check for
$25 payable to NTCUMC
to:
North Texas Conference
Ministry Center

NT UM Reporter
P.O. Box 866128
Plano, TX 75086-6128
Sunday Worship
Schedule
8:30 and 11:00 am Worship Services
9:45 am - Sunday
School for all ages
Staff
Rev. Andy Lewis, Senior
Pastor
Rev. Debbie Chapman,
Associate Pastor, Music
Ministries
Rev. Wendy Curran,
Associate Pastor, Spiritual
Formation
Jana Jones, Children's
Minister
Georgia Harrison, Youth
Minister
Sheryl Toney, ECDP Director
Carol Jones, Bookkeeper
Elise Webb, Administrative
Assistant

In Our Thoughts &
Prayers
Rick Davis and family;
Susan Blassingame's
family; Laela Quinn's
family; Camille
Pasternak's family;
Beverly Randall; Jane
Hargrave; Minnie Payne;
Melinda Wester; Dan
Zambrano; Helen
Montfort; Dick Ellis; Chris
Mundell's mother,
Rosemary; Lauren
Charters' Great Grandpa
Huffman; Anthony Garcia;
Virginia Taylor; the Depew
family; John & Rachel
Heathington; Pat Mills'
aunt, Betty Roark; Sue
Poydence's nephew, Jason
Hargrove; Colin Hinton;
Steve Mazzucco; Amy &
Eric Bresie; Lisa Hobbs'

father, Claude Cobb; Carol
Jones' parents, Verne &
Dorlis Glass; Sandie and
Mark Loudermilk; Doug
Jones' brother Jeff; Shane
Slovinsky; Matt Scrudder's
grandfather; Jay & Kathy
Cash; Rosie Alexander;
Kate Bushmann; Jess
Beltran; Jan Rollins;
Annabella Chan; Rick
Clement; Lisa Tenore; the
Burlingame family; David
Ross; Vic Anderson; Jon
Broom; Barbara Boothe;
the Frisbie family; Ron
Watkins, Susan's father;
Al Pope; Sara Shepperd;
Amanda Edmondson &
family; the Dooley family;
Jackie Franklin and family;
Gary Poff, friend of the
Dahir family; Anna Hixon,
friend of Kim Eaves; Ann
Michelle King; Jon Broom;
Huffman family; and the
Pifer family.

Our loved ones in the
military
Trevor Baucom, Precious
Blackman, Jeff Christie,
Clem Clemens, Sean
Connelly, Tim Connally,
Collin Fender, Zach Glass,
David Hunt, Marco
Mastrogiovanni, Brand
Oakley, Jake Oliver, Ashton
Rudolf, Ashley Wert, C.J.
Westmoreland, Brad
Wethington, & Jeremy
Whiteside.

Our Vision -

Connecting with our neighbors,
caring for our earth,
finding transformation through the love of Christ.

