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Children's Ministry

Kids' Sunday School 

 

  Classes for Toddlers 
through 5th Grade at 9:45 

am! 
Sunday School will BEE fun 

with Buzz! 
Learn to know Jesus, feel 

his love, and have a 
friendship with him! 

 

Issue: #27 January 14, 2011

From Pastor Andy

 In Training 
"Train yourself to be godly. For physical 
training is of some value, but godliness 
has value for all things, holding promise 
for both the present life and the life to 

come." 1 Timothy 4:7-8
One of the most satisfying 

experiences I have had in recent years 
was to train for and then finish a half 

marathon. Back in late September, my 
best friend asked me to join him in 

running the Half at the White Rock Marathon. I had been doing 
some running but not in a disciplined kind of way. The most I had 

run at one time in years was 5 miles. But, the idea of training 
and ultimately racing with him was too much to resist, so I said 
yes.

For 9 weeks, I focused my exercise routine to prepare my 
body for the big race. I slowly built up my distance. I stuck to my 
plan and ran even when I didn't quite feel like it. Finally, the day 
of the race came. I was a little nervous to be sure; I had not yet 

run the full distance of a half marathon - 13.1 miles - so 
committing to finish involved a small leap of faith. But finish I 
did! I ran well, and the whole morning was a wonderful 

experience. 

My training in the fall gave me several gifts: a stronger body, 
a renewed connection with my friend, and a sense of pride and 

accomplishment. All things of value. But Paul reminds his pupil 
Timothy in the above quotation that training in godliness brings 
gifts of immeasurable value: a healthier soul, a renewed 
connection with Jesus Christ, and the hope of everlasting and 

eternal life.
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SALT Ministry

New volunteers are always 
welcome to join our SALT 

(Seek, Accept, Love, 
Transform) Ministry.
These volunteers work 

with students at Davis and 

Furneaux Elementary 
Schools.

If you are interested in 
tutoring, please contact 

Jana Jones for more 
information.

 

Vacation Bible School 

2011 - PANDAMANIA!!

PandaMania is coming to 
Holy Covenant July 11-15!
Planning meetings will 
begin in late January.

If you would like to serve 
on the Leadership Team, 
please contact Jana Jones.

Youth Ministry

Youth Winter Retreat

Peace Camp!

Feb 11-13

All youth invited to Deer 
Creek Lodge in Davis, OK.  

$50 total ($25 deposit).  
Forms in the youth office.  

Sign up today!
 

In the Christian tradition, the season leading up to Easter 
(called Lent, for the steady lengthening of days in the spring) has 
been a holy time, set aside for training in godliness. As 

Christians, we train so that we can more deeply comprehend 
Christ's great sacrifice remembered on Good Friday and embrace 
the Good News of Christ's resurrection on Easter morning. We 
train to more fully experience the gifts of the Spirit: peace and 

contentment, love, patience, and joy. We train so that one day 
we can say with Paul, "I have fought the good fight, I have 
finished the race, I have kept the faith...and now there is 
reserved for me a crown of righteousness" (2 Timothy 4:7-8).

Since running the half marathon, the idea of training has 
taken on new significance, so much so that I want to ask you to 
join me in an experience, like my friend did me last fall. Some of 

the finer details are still coming together, but in essence I want 
to ask you to join me and other friends (from church and/or the 
wider community) in a time of training - physical and spiritual.

The physical training will begin the week of February 13 and 
culminate with the Big D Marathon/Half Marathon/5K Race on 

Sunday, April 10
th
.

The spiritual training will begin on March 9 (the first day of 
Lent) and culminate with our Easter celebrations on Sunday, April 

24
th
.

To join in the fun, simply do three things:

1)      Form a team or sign up individually starting on 

February 1
st
 at www.hcumc/intraining.org. *

*Teams of 12. Individuals will be placed with a team.

2)      Set Your Three Goals

-Choose a physical training goal (Simply to finish either 
the Big D 5K, Half Marathon, or Full Marathon.)

-Choose a spiritual training goal (For example, join a Lent 
small group as they form in late February or establish a 
personal Lenten practice of prayer and study. Pastors 

Wendy and I would be thrilled to provide you with 
resources and even help you come up with a tailor-made 
goal. Just ask!)

-Commit to the goal of being present for worship on 5 of 
the 7 Sundays of Lent (One of your two "excused 
absences" will be race day on Sunday, April 10)

     3)     Start Your Training

The team aspect of this experience will be vital. Your 

teammates will provide you with encouragement and 
accountability. Also, being a part of a team will give you the 
opportunity to get to know some new people from the church and 
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Youth! Mark your 

calendars with these 

dates for 2011: 

Mar 4-6 - Youth Annual 
Conference - for youth 
leaders at Bridgeport 
Jun 14-21 - Choir Tour 

Jul 3-8 - Junior High 
mission trip 

Jul 24-30 - Senior High 
mission trip 

Aug 7-13 - Youth week

Adult Ministry 

"A New Kind Of 

Christianity" 

Young Adult Class led 

by Pastor Andy, 

Sundays(Jan 9-Feb 6), 
9:45 am, Room 113 

A provocative & enticing 
introduction to the 

Christian faith of 
tomorrow.

              
"Share The Love" Class-

led by Pastor Wendy, 
Sundays (Jan 23-Feb 27), 

9:45 am, Room 210
Learn how to more 

comfortably talk about 
your faith.
 

Greeters

Warm, friendly people are 

needed to serve as ushers 
in the narthex and greeters 
in the Welcome Center.  
We especially welcome 

families that would like to 
participate together.   New 
folks every Sunday are 

coming to Holy Covenant 

perhaps the community as you train together. The team with the 
most people who finish all three goals will receive a prize (TBD!)

So, let's train together! I am excited about the ways that we 
will be strengthened and renewed  - physically and spiritually - 
from running this race together.

Grace and Peace, Pastor Andy

Welcome New Members 

  
Linda Miller joined January 9, 2011
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for the first time.  Let's all 
help make their first 
experience here their 

warmest so they may 
come to know Holy 
Covenant as the 

welcoming congregation 

that we are!  Greeters and 
ushers rotate so that they 

serve only once per 
month.  Please join our 

team of bright shining 

faces on Sunday morning.  

Let Pastor Wendy know if 
you are interested - 

wcurran@hcumc.org or let 
her know on Sunday 

morning.

Music Ministry

Music Ministry News

Come be a part of our 
wonderful music ministry.

Contact Pastor Debbie for 
information, 

dchapman@hcumc.org

 
Adult Choir - Wednesdays 

7:30 pm in the Choir room 
(SE corner of Sanctuary)
 Advanced handbells - 
6:30 pm in the Sanctuary

 
Children's rehearsals  
Children's Handbells 

(Sanctuary)- Grades 3 - 5 

(grade 2 by audition)
6:10 pm - Snack Supper 

(Room 113)
6:30 pm - Children's Choir 

(Room A)  Grades 1-6
 

Youth rehearsals 
 Bells - 4:00 pm

Choir - 5:00 pm (following 
meeting)

Invite a friend and receive 
a prize.

New Members are 
always welcome!

ECDP 

  
Andrea Ferrario joined January 9, 2011

Looking for 2010 Photos 

Do you have photos from a 
Holy Covenant event? 
HCUMC has many fun activities 
and events for all.  With each one 
we see people taking pictures of 

your friends and family.  Do you 
have pictures stored on your 
camera, in your computer or on 
your facebook page you can share 

with us to include on the church 
website in our Photo Gallery?  
Help us tell the story of HCUMC 
with fun, inviting pictures of all the 

special activities and ministries we 
are involved in.
 
Please send pictures to HCUMC Outreach/Communications 

hcumc.comm@gmail.com
Please include the name of the event.

Stuck? 

 Sermon Series  
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Outer Space Open 

House-January 24-27 

from 9:15-10:45 am
Families are invited to visit 
our school and tours will 
be conducted.  Learning 

centers will be set up to 
learn about Outer Space. 

Missions 

Angel Tree Wrap-up

The Mission committee 
wants to thank everyone 

at Holy Covenant who 
donated gifts to the Angel 
Tree.   Your donated gifts 
helped brighten 1189 

Christmases here in the 
Metrocrest area.    That 
1189 is the number of 
families/clients served by 

the Metrocrest Holiday 
Store in 2010.    A thank 
you is also due those who 
volunteered at the Store in 

our two organized groups 
and due those who 
volunteered individually at 
other times.   Both your 

gifts and your help helped 
make the Holiday Store a 
success.

 

There was an increased 
level of response/sharing 
from within Holy Covenant 
this year by two very 

unscientific measures.   
First, the Angels on the 
tree were restocked more 
than once, and second, an 

extra delivery of the gifts 
to the Holiday Store was 
made to clear space 

around the tree in the 
Narthex.

 
THANK YOU.      That was 

a good launching pad for 
the New Year!!!!!

 
Rick Davis

Mission Committee

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Jan 16:  Just Going Through the Motions? 
Jan 23:  Overwhelmed by All the "Have-Tos"? 
Jan 30:  Trapped in What Seems Like a Dead End 

Situation? 

Feb 6:  Tried to Get Unstuck Before But It Didn't Take?

"For the Bible Tells Me So" 

Movie & Discussion 
January 16 & 23 at 6:30 pm

Sign-up at the table under the stairs.
 
Through the experiences of five very 
normal, very Christian, very American 

families, we discover how insightful people 
of faith handle the realization that one of 
their children is gay. A follow-up discussion 
on the issue of homosexuality will be led 

by Rev. Dr. John Holbert on February 20. 
 

Sponsored by Advocates for Justice & Peace. 

Chili Cook-off 

Saturday, January 22
6 pm in the Covenant Center
  
Join us for this fun evening of 
chili and music and enter your 
own chili in the competition!

 
Sponsored by the Spiritual 
Journeymen.

Confirmation 2011 January Service Project 
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Green Team

Pond Cleaning

January 15 & February 19 
at 9:00 am

Help our Green Team 
beautify our adopted pond 
across the street! 

Sunday Worship 
Schedule

8:30 and 11:00 am 
Worship Services 

9:45 am 

Sunday School for all ages

Staff

Rev. Andy Lewis, Senior 
Pastor 

Rev. Debbie Chapman, 

Associate Pastor, Music 
Ministries 

  Rev. Wendy Curran, 
Associate Pastor, Spiritual 

Formation 
 Jana Jones, Children's 

Minister 
 Georgia Harrison, Youth 

Minister 
Sheryl Toney, ECDP 

Director 

Carol Jones, Bookkeeper
Elise Odell, Administrative 

Assistant  

In Our Thoughts and 
Prayers

The Odell family; the 
Holden family; Stephen 

Ministry leaders; Nicole 
Abed; Rosemary Stierhoff; 
Cris Hinkley and Dot 
Molencupp; Nena 

Faulkner; Jaynie Ayoub; 
Jenny Martin; Sue Moser; 
Joni Taylor; Dick Ellis; 
Paula & Bev Randall; 

Quentin & Melanie Martin; 
Josephine Anderson; Bill 
Blassingame; Jeanna 
Blassingame; Jim McKee's 

sister, Cyndi Benedict; 
Scott Curry's mother, 

We are collecting items for Ronald McDonald 
House in Dallas.  Ronald McDonald House is a 

temporary home-away-from-home that serves 
and sustains families of seriously ill or injured 
children receiving treatment in a Dallas 
hospital.  Please bring your donations to 

the church by Sunday, January 30.  In 

consideration of the needs of the families, 

all items should be new and unopened.  

You may bring your donations to the 

Confirmation room - 207 upstairs (red 

room).  Thank you for your help!
 

WISH LIST

PAPER PRODUCTS: paper towels, toilet paper
 OFFICE SUPPLIES: copier/laser printer paper, postage stamps, 
AAA batteries
HOUSEHOLD SUPPLIES: ziploc bags (gallon & quart size)

PANTRY SUPPLIES: individually packaged snacks, breakfast 
foods, non-perishable fruit
PERSONAL ITEMS: deodorant, toothpaste, toothbrushes
SPECIAL ITEMS: tickets to sporting/special events, current DVDs 

(new) - rated G/PG, games (new) for Xbox/Xbox 360/Nintendo 
Wii, Target/WalMart giftcards, AMC movie passes, giftcards to 
gas stations, gifts for teens (sweatshirts, iPods, lotions), outdoor 
equipment (basketballs, volleyballs, soccer balls, etc.)

10 Great Dates 

February 4 - April 8 
Remember back to your dating days-the 
excitement you felt? Now you can 

reclaim that same spark, connection, 
and creativity in your marriage through 
ten intentional, memory-making dates. 
This proven approach to relationship 

growth is low-key, purposeful, effective, 
easy, and fun , and will help you:
* Communicate better 
* Put the sizzle back in sex 

* Process anger and resolve conflicts 
* Develop spiritual intimacy 
* Appreciate your differences 
* Balance busy lifestyles 

* And much more!
  
What Holy Covenant couples have said about 10 Great Dates:

"It has been very good for us.  Has opened up communication in 
ways we hadn't expected.  Brought us much closer after 24+ 

years being married.  We had forgotten how to really talk.  I 

would recommend it!!"

"I think the program is great- if nothing else it has forced us to 

take time for ourselves and focus on our relationship.  It is easy 

for us to notice all the negative parts in our marriage (not that 

Page 6 of 9Holy Covenant UMC Newsletter

1/26/2011https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=11042226...



Jeanne; Mark Suter; 
Claudia Buntyn; Brenda & 
Rick Richardson; Robbin 

Oakley; Marcus Oakley; 
Sheila Anderson; Mark & 
Amy Ruggles; Joni Taylor's 
brother Mike; Bill 

Anderson; Dan Patman's 
niece, Lizz; DoReen 
Burbidge; Azlynn and John 
Hooper; Kevin Stahl's 

father, Harvey; Larie 
Engles' mother; David & 
Coby Mazzucco; Jak 
Kinder; Philip Sorrell; 

Susan and Jay Graham; 
Nicki & Don Luce & family; 
Heather Hinton's uncle 
Billy Fulton; Amy & Eric 

Bresie; Sandy Serifin; 
Carol Jones' parents, Verne 
& Dorlis Glass; Sandie  & 
Mark Loudermilk; Doug 

Jones' brother Jeff; Ray 
Rivera; Chris Eldridge; the 
family of Kenny Adams; 
the family of Geri 

Venincasa; Joy & Scott 
Leiding & family; Dale 
Bryan & family; Noel 
Tardy; Carol Blalock; 

Jeannie Deringer; Arthur 
Alaniz and family; Bill Hill; 
Jay & Kathy Cash; Rosie 

Alexander; Kate 
Bushmann; Jess Beltran; 
Jan Rollins; Annabella 
Chan; Rick Clement; Lisa 

Tenore; Vic Anderson; Jon 
Broom; Barbara Boothe; 
David Fettke; Rick Kaiser & 
family; the Hickman 

family; the Dooley family; 
Jackie Franklin and family; 
Anna Hixon, friend of Kim 
Eaves; Ann Michelle King; 

Jon Broom; Huffman 
family; the Pifer family; 
the Bailey family; and the 
Witcher family.

Our loved ones in the 
military

Trevor Baucom, Precious 
Blackman, Jeff Christie,  

there are many!), but going thru this has pointed out to me just 

how good it is!!

  

This eye-opening program is being repeated after 25 couples had 
"10 Great Dates" last year and LOVED IT!  10 Great Dates is a 10
-week program that helps couples to reconnect and recharge 
their marriage - whether you've been married 1 year or 50. 
 Couples come to church to watch/discuss a brief DVD segment, 

and then are off on their dates to discuss the week's topic.  
Childcare is available every Friday for $5 per child.  Class begins 
Friday, February 4 and lasts until April 8.  To register, visit 

www.hcumc.org or email Jennifer & Ryan Baumgardner - 

jendbaum@verizon.net  

Holy Communion Servers 

Pastor Wendy is looking to coordinate a team 
of  volunteers to serve Holy Communion for 
both the 8:30 and 11:00 services.  Youth are 
especially welcome to serve!  There's no 

experience necessary;  a very brief training will 
be given after the teams are assembled.  Holy 
Communion is served on the first Sunday of 
the month.  Please contact Pastor Wendy via 

email wcurran@hcumc.org, phone 972-492-

2432 or between/after worship services on 
Sunday to let her know you're interested.  
Serving Holy Communion is an amazing, 

spiritual experience and we hope you will offer your hands and 

heart to serve your church family.  

Prayer Corner

Seek the Lord
by Fred Pratt Green
Seek the Lord who now is present,

pray to One who is at hand. 
Let the wicked cease from sinning,
evil doers change their mind.
On the sinful God has pity;

those returning God forgives. 
This is what the Lord is saying
to a world that disbelieves.
"so my word returns not fruitless;

does not from its labors cease
till it has achieved my purpose
in a world of joy and peace." 
God is love! How close the prophet

to that vital gospel word!
In Isaiah's inspiration it is Jesus
we have heard! The end.

Mark Your Calendars!

Church Directory Portraits:
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Clem Clemens, Sean 
Connelly, Tim Connelly, CJ 
Davidson, Collin Fender, 

Zach Glass, David Hunt, 
Oscar Jasso, Marco 
Mastrogiovanni, Kevin 
Merritt, Brand Oakley, Jake 

Oliver, Ashton Rudolf, 
 Ashley Wert, C.J. 
Westmoreland, Brad 
Wethington, & Jeremy 

Whiteside.  

Thursday, March 3
Friday, March 4 
Saturday, March 5.
Register today at www.hcumc.org for the 
time that works best for your family!

    

 

  
       Custom Embroidery                                                             Screen Printing

Corporate Apparel, Shirts, Caps, etc.                                T-shirts, Team, etc.
Advertising Promotional Items

Pens, Mugs, Magnets, Koozies, etc.

Mike & Rose Lovell  
 1630 Valwood Parkway at Luna Rd., Carrollton, TX

e-mail:  metrocrest@embroidme.com     web:  www.embroidme-metrocrest.com

Katie Neff, MS, LPC-Intern with Pastoral Counseling and Education Center
is currently offering counseling at Holy Covenant Thursday afternoons and evenings.

Call (214) 526-4525 to make an appointment.
www.pcec-counseling.org  

Piano Lessons at Holy Covenant! 
 
Jonathan Kaan is teaching piano lessons at Holy Covenant.  You can contact 

Jonathan at jkaan@dcccd.edu or at 972-505-1833 for more information.
Jonathan graduated with honors from Baylor University with a Masters Degree in 
Piano Pedagogy and Performance. 
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Our VisionOur VisionOur VisionOur Vision    ----

Connecting with our neighbors,Connecting with our neighbors,Connecting with our neighbors,Connecting with our neighbors,    

 caring for our earth, caring for our earth, caring for our earth, caring for our earth,    

 finding  transformation finding  transformation finding  transformation finding  transformation    through the love ofthrough the love ofthrough the love ofthrough the love of    Christ.Christ.Christ.Christ.
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