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From Pastor Andy

Our Growing Edge 
 

There is nothing magical about the first

day of a new year. It is one day, which

followed a day before, with another day

coming after. As people of faith and

citizens of Christ's Kingdom of forgiveness

and loving presence, we know that God is

with us every day and that every day holds

the possibility of fresh insights about our lives, of letting go of

the anchors of our past, and of beginning new life-giving habits.

                Still, there is something about this time of year that

beckons us to take stock of our lives and hopefully renew the

quest for an even more abundant and faithful life with newfound

motivation.

                As I take stock of Holy Covenant at the beginning of

2012, there are many, many things to celebrate. But, there is

one glaring growing edge that I would like to spotlight. Perhaps

this growing edge mirrors a growing edge in your own life and

will suggest something new for you in 2012.

                The growing edge I see is on-going spiritual

formation. Holy Covenant is a church full of doers. This is a real

strength of ours, and many people within the church and in our

wider community are blessed because of it. We put together a

host of high-quality programs and events, week in and week out.

We sponsor a wide variety of mission projects throughout the

year. The paid and volunteer leadership behind our very full

calendar of ministries is dedicated and strong. We are doers. But

even the most committed doers tend to run out steam unless

they also learn how to be. I believe our growing edge as a

congregation is to make it a priority to balance our doing for the
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with Buzz!

Learn to know Jesus, feel his

love, and have a friendship

with him!

 

Vacation Bible School 2012

SKY VBS is coming to Holy

Covenant July 9-13!

Leadership Team planning

meetings will begin soon.

If you would like to be

involved, contact Jana Jones

jjones@hcumc.org, Tatum

Curry

tatumtoney@hotmail.com, or

Donna Roberts

gaonmymindtx2001@yahoo.com.

Youth

Youth Fellowship

  Jan 15 - Holy Grounds

Coffee House

Jan 22 - W.O.W. - worship

led by youth, for youth

Jan 29 - Living in Excess:

Drug abuse

  

Winter Retreat 2012

 February 10-12, 2012

Deer Creek Lodge in Davis,

OK

$50 ($25 deposit by Jan 8)

 

We're heading back to Deer

Creek Lodge for our annual

Lord with being with the Lord, so that we are centered in Christ

and sustained by Christ in the years ahead.

                On-going spiritual formation - being with the Lord in a

disciplined and deepening way - comes I many shapes and sizes.

For some, a daily practice of private prayer and scripture reading

fits the bill. For others, regular journaling about our day-to-day

journey keeps us close to Christ and reveals new insights about

God and ourselves. For most, across the history of the Christian

movement, it is meeting regularly with a small, trusted group of

fellow disciples that really does the trick.

                On-going spiritual formation through small groups was

a key element of the Early Church's amazing vitality and growth.

Acts 2:42 summarizes the simple agenda of these groups, saying

they 1) studied the "Old Testament" scriptures and the apostle's

teaching about Jesus, 2) enjoyed fellowship with one another, 3)

shared meals together, and 4) prayed together. Certainly, we get

some of each of these things by attending worship and

participating in occasional events at the church. But nothing

beats the encouragement and support we receive through

relationships with other trusted disciples who share the journey

of life and faith with us.

                We need on-going spiritual formation like this to

compliment our worship celebrations and our selfless acts of

service. We need to balance our doing with times of being.

                This year, Holy Covenant's leadership has set a goal

spiritual formation goal: increase the number of people who are

participating regularly in an Acts 2:42-styled small group by

25%. We want to reach this goal by starting new groups and by

sharpening the focus and adding people to existing groups.

                Take stock of your own life. Are you running on

fumes? How is your balance of doing and being? Perhaps this is

the year for you to discover new sources of guidance, strength,

hope and joy by being a part of a small group at Holy Covenant.

If so, please reach out to Cassie Wade (cwade@hcumc.org), Jana

Jones (jjones@hcumc.org) or myself so that we may show you

the great options you have here at Holy Covenant.

 

Grace and Peace, Pastor Andy                                   

Essential Jesus

Sermon Series 
1/15  Man on a Mission   

1/22  Above the Rules
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Winter Retreat! It's an

awesome place to hang out

with your friends, explore

your faith, eat great food, visit

Turner Falls, and have LOTS

OF FUN!

Contact Georgia Harrison

gharrison@hcumc.org for

more info.

Adult Education

L.I.F.T.

Thursday, Jan. 26

@ 6:30 pm

Our Ladies In Fellowship

Together will meet on January

26 in the home of Lynn

Williams.  We will share in

light snacks (bring something

to share) and then have a

short devotional about

inspirational Christian

women.  There is always

plenty of time to visit with

each other.  We laugh, tell

funny stories, get to know

each other better and share

each other's joys and prayer

requests.  This group meets

monthly in the homes of

women.  Please join us and

bring a friend too!  For further

information, please contact

Cassie @ 214-763-8084 or

cwade@hcumc.org. 

Music Ministry 

 

Johannus Organ Donation!

1/29  You are Forgiven

2/5    Faith Opens the Door

2/12  Seeing More Clearly Now

2/19  This Is Bigger Than Me

Country Western Dance Lessons

Saturday, January 14

1:30 to 3:30 pm

in the Covenant Center 
 

Saturday Night Contemporary Worship Service

Saturday, January 21

5:00-6:00 pm
We are excited about the development of

this new service on Saturdays!  Monthly

"preview" services are planned, with

hopes of a weekly service beginning in

2012.

Join us in a casual, family-friendly

atmosphere for worship led by a praise

band!

Childcare is provided for young kids.

Contact Jana Jones jjones@hcumc.org or

Andy Lewis alewis@hcumc.org if you would like more

information.

**Come to the service, then leave your kids from

6:00-9:00

for a Parents' Night Out!**

If possible, e-mail Jana to make a reservation.

For kids ages Infant-5th Grade - a snack will be provided.

Cost is $5/child or FREE if you attend the service and

show

your bulletin!

Chili Cook-Off and Concert

Saturday, January 21

6 - 7:30 pm

Country Western Dance

7:30 pm
Music provided by the New
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Burton H Patterson is an

organist and highly successful

businessman.  He donates

organs to churches.  The

organ that we are getting has

been in a Baptist church near

Abilene.  It is one year old. 

They are going strictly praise

band in their worship and

asked Mr. Patterson to come

get the organ.  Through a

clergy friend of Andy's and

mine, we learned of Mr.

Patterson's wish to find a

home for it.  It is a Johannus

organ.  It is digital and I'm

told sounds exactly like a pipe

organ.  Since it is new

technology, I expect it to be

space saving, attractive and a

wonderful addition to our

traditional worship services. 

Mr. Patterson also pays for

installation.  Sounds too good

to be true but it isn't.  It is for

real.  As soon as the Baptist

church tells him it is ok to get

it, he will take it from them

and bring it to us.  I am

working on an article for the

North Texas Conference

announcing the availability of

our Rodgers organ.  This is

very exciting for us!  We will

plan to use it more regularly

and also plan a special concert

of dedication after it is

installed.

Blessings on Burton Patterson!

 

-Debbie 

Sunday Worship Schedule

8:30 and 11:00 am

Worship Services

 

 9:45 am

Sunday School for all ages 

Staff

Covenant Connection

Bring your family and friends! 

All are invited to enter.

Prizes will be awarded.

Vote for your favorite chili by

making a donation.  Proceeds

will benefit the Holy Covenant

People In Need fund. 

Small Group for Women/Mommies

Starting in January
2 Wednesdays each month, all

women are invited for study and

fellowship!

Contact Jana Jones

jjones@hcumc.org if you would like

to participate.

Feeding the Homeless

Food Donations Needed
Holy Covenant's turn to feed the homeless

at Austin Street Shelter is Sunday, January

29.  Drop-off time for the food is Saturday,

January 28 from 9:00 a.m. to Noon in the

Covenant Center kitchen. 

Please provide:

-12 sandwiches (of any type, individually

wrapped)

-12 pieces of fruit

-12 hard-boiled eggs (still in the shell) 

Donations of juice packs or bottled water

are also appreciated.

Contact John Engles at 972-242-0143 or

jengles@novationco.com if you have any questions or need

additional information.  

The Law of Love

Sunday, January 29

9:45 am 
The Advocates for Justice and Peace

will present a 5th Sunday Series this

year. The first presentation will be

January 29th, during the Sunday

School hour and all adults are

invited. Helma Gentry will be

speaking on The Law of Love.

 

Also, following the 11:00 service,

our own Dallas Korean Fellowship 
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Rev. Andy Lewis,

Senior Pastor

Rev. Debbie Chapman,

Associate Pastor, Music

Ministries 

   Jana Jones,

Children's and Young Adult

Minister

Rev. Georgia Harrison,

Youth and Missions Minister

Cassie Wade,

Ministry Intern 

Sheryl Toney,

ECDP Director

Carol Jones,

Bookkeeper

Elise Webb Odell,

Administrative Assistant  

In Our Thoughts and
Prayers

The Ogle family; the Connelly

family; the Moren family; the

Bowes family; Jane Hargrave;

Carlos Castro; Pearl Lopez;

Ruth Cayler; Brenda Jo

Anderson; Paul Chapman;

Nancy Cardenas; Dale Payne;

Hugh Dixon; Linda & Michael

Miller; Mary Gates; Stephen

Ministry leaders; Rosemary

Stierhoff; Cris Hinkley and Dot

Molencupp; Dick Ellis; Dwayne

& Nikeria Holmes; Jim

Crosley; Norma McCormack;

Robyn Goss & family; James

Ross; Julie Bowes; JoAnn

Wiggins; Bernard Hardy; Ira

McAnally; Marcus Oakley;

Mitchell & Ashley Wert; Kristin

Nelson; Joey Crumpley;

Jessica and Philip Stallings;

Brenda McMurtrey; Geraine

Allen; John Heathington's

mother; Sara Ray's father;

Linda Hoovler; Nita Sharp; Joe

Worthington; Virgil Ronning;

Josephine Anderson; Claudia

Buntyn; John & Elizabeth

Rudolf; John Michael; Sheila

Anderson; Stephanie Flangin;

Bill Anderson; DoReen

congregation will provide lunch for

Holy Covenant in the Covenant Center.

FREE Basketball Camp

Saturday, February 4

10 am to Noon
Boys and Girls

Grades K-6th

All Skill Levels

Register online at

www.hcumc.org by

January 30.

 

ECDP

Registration time is

Coming!
   It's time to begin

thinking about next

year. Registration for

the Early Childhood

Development Program

will begin on February

7. Classes are offered

Mondays-Thursdays

from 9:00-2:00 for

children ages 18

months - Kindergarten.

 

A summer program will be offered during the weeks of June

11-14 and 18-21 for children ages 2- Kindergarten (currently

enrolled in Kindergarten).

  

Dinosaur Week begins January 30 in the Covenant Center.

Learning centers will be set up for all of the children to enjoy

from 9:00-11:00 AM. Please join us. You may bring your

preschooler to enjoy the activities and tour the school. For

further information, contact Sheryl Toney at 972-492-1371.

Maximizing Every Moment Workshop

Friday, February 24 at Holy

Covenant
A team from the Brent Woodall

Foundation will lead a full-day

parent training conference.

This is for families of children

with autism and other

developmental disabilities.
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Burbidge; Azlynn and John

Hooper; Larie Engles' mother;

Jak Kinder; Philip Sorrell;

Susan and Jay Graham; Nicki

& Don Luce & family; Sandy

Serifin; Verne & Dorlis Glass;

Sandie  & Mark Loudermilk;

Jeff Jones; Ray Rivera; Donna

Crawford; Grant Russum and

family; John Cloninger &

family; Nathan Berry; Jim

Hartley; Rachel Herrera;

Brooke Johnston; Diane

Bullock; Joy & Scott Leiding &

family; Dale Bryan & family;

David Zepf; Kim Gobble; Noel

Tardy; Jeannie Deringer;

Arthur Alaniz and family; Bill

Hill; Jay & Kathy Cash; Rosie

Alexander; Kate Bushmann;

Jess Beltran; Annabella Chan;

Rick Clement; Lisa Tenore; Vic

Anderson; Jon Broom;

Barbara Boothe; David Fettke;

Chase Gattis; the Koeth

family; Rob & Jaycinta

Kambach; the Valencia family;

the Hickman family; the

Dooley family; Jackie Franklin

and family; Anna Hixon; Ann

Michelle King; Huffman

family; the Pifer family; the

Bailey family; and the Witcher

family.

Our loved ones in the

military

Precious Blackman, Gabriel

Bridges; Jeff Christie, Sean

Connelly, Tim Connelly, Chad

Davidson, C.J. Davidson, Zach

Glass, David Hunt, Oscar

Jasso, Marco Mastrogiovanni,

Kevin Merritt, Brand Oakley,

Jake Oliver, Ashton Rudolf,

Logan Vidrine, Ashley Wert, 

C.J. Westmoreland, Brad

Wethington, & Jeremy

Whiteside. 

More information will be forthcoming.  If you would like to

attend, please email Carley Waltenburg at

carley@woodallkids.org.  

SALT Ministry

Seek, Accept, Love, Transform
Interested in volunteering as a tutor?

Learn about our ministry with Davis &

Furneaux Elementary Schools.

A small amount of time each week can

make a big difference in a child's life.

 

Contact Jana Jones jjones@hcumc.org if

you would like to participate.
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Advertising Promotional Items
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Mike & Rose Lovell 
 1630 Valwood Parkway at Luna Rd., Carrollton, TX

e-mail:  metrocrest@embroidme.com     web:  www.embroidme-metrocrest.com

Piano Lessons at Holy Covenant!

Jonathan Kaan is teaching piano lessons at Holy Covenant.  You can contact

Jonathan at jkaan@dcccd.edu or at 972-505-1833 for more information.

Jonathan graduated with honors from Baylor University with a Masters Degree in

Piano Pedagogy and Performance. 

We are welcoming and open to all people;

black or white, yellow or brown, you are welcome here;

rich or poor, young or old, you are welcome here,

gay or straight, citizen or sojourner, you are welcome here.
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