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Message from Pastor Carol
Light of the World
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"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.
4
"Blessed are those who mourn, for they will
be comforted.
5
"Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit
the earth.
6
"Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness, for they will be filled.
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"Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
8
"Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
9
"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children
of God.
10
"Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness'
sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
11
"Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you
and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.
(Matthew 5:1-12)
For the Jews in the first century, being blessed was evident
based on lifestyle and social positioning. If you had health,
wealth, notoriety, power, and/or popularity, you were obviously
in God's favor. In the gospel of Matthew, Jesus leaves the
wilderness after being tempted, calls his disciples and begins to
redefine favor. You were blessed when you were poor,
mourning, meek, hungry, merciful, pure in heart, peacemakers
and persecuted. What a radical word for these first students!
Blessedness was to be understood from the position of insight
drawn from deprivation or suffering or meekness. What!?!
How does that translate today? It means we must not allow
ourselves to believe the notion that our lives are to be defined
by external accrual but rather by internal maturation. We run
after much in our lives that we allow to become the indicators of
our blessedness - fitness, lifestyle, social/political credence, and
even religiosity. Our mantra can often be, "When I have
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November 1st - Come
and meet Bill Mauldin
November 8th - Faith
Conversation: What is the
secret plan God has today
that we must reveal?
November 15th - Spiritual
Practice: Fasting
November 22nd - No
UMYF
November 29th - What is
Advent & why does it
matter?

'_____', I will be successful." Based on the scripture above,
Jesus would call us into correction. Our blessedness is
experienced when we are being grown and stretched. In other
words, we will experience deep and sustaining joy, satisfaction
and peace when we focus on our process more than our
agenda; our journey more than our destination; our living more
than our accomplishments. We are called to pay attention to the
daily experiences of life and allow ourselves to grow in wisdom,
insight and capacity. These are the attributes that give us the
greatest blessings in life and the only gifts that cannot be
diminished, lost or destroyed.
When we are focused on the lessons we are called to learn, the
growth we are given the opportunity to experience, and the
relationships we are given to deepen, we cannot lose. Our
blessedness comes in the discovery found through living instead
of through the mastery of a cultural, religious, or political
rightness. Jesus' redefining of blessedness calls us from a
potential perspective of narcissism to evolving perspective of
righteousness. We move from needing to have the right answer,
the right opinion or the right agenda to seeking ways of being
merciful, opening our heart, and offering peace. I pray when we
engage in debate, share on Facebook, blog and tweet, we can
share our "blessedness" and not our "rightness" so that God's
grace shines through our spirits.
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"You are the light of the world...let your light shine before
others, so that they may see your good [process] and give glory
to God." (Matthew 5:14-16)
Blessings,

Pastor Carol

New Members & Baptisms

Trunk or Treat
Thank you to:
LaRae Pritchard for
providing hotdogs, chips
and fixings; Ed Bayard for
Frito Pies; and all those
who decorated their
trunks and/or provided
candy.

Linda Thompson joined October 11, 2015
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Adult Discipleship

Looking for an Advent
Study?
The Adult Discipleship
team recommends Sent
by Jorge Acevedo.
Available resources
include a leader’s guide,
DVDs, ebooks, large print
and youth editions and
devotionals. Jim Guest
will lead the Seekers
class in this study
beginning November 29.

Music

Jon Blackburn and John Paul Mays
joined and Jozayah Nicholaus, Jozey Lee and
Adan Cole Blackburn-Mays
were baptized October 18, 2015

Music Appreciation
Sunday, November 15
Join us as we celebrate
Holy Covenant's Music
Ministries at both worship
services.

Community Nativity
The Wesleyan Choir will
sing at the Community
Nativity Celebration at
the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-Day
Saints at 4000 Nazarene
Dr. in Carrollton on
Thursday, Dec. 3 at
7 pm. They have
hundreds of nativity sets
to see while listening to
sacred Christmas music.
Come support our choir
and get into the spirit of
Christmas!

Coretta Jayne and William Harold Powell IV
were baptized October 18, 2015
Blood Drive
Sunday, November 1
9 am to 1 pm
in the Covenant Center
Make a difference. Save a life!
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A Stephen Minister is...


Children's Christmas
Program
Sunday, December 5
9:45 am
Mark your calendar! Our
Children's Choir is
working hard on their
presentation. You won't
want to miss it.

Poinsettias





A child of God who walks beside
someone who is hurting.
A congregation member who is carefully
selected to serve in this role because of
his or her caregiving gifts.
A layperson with 50 hours of training in
providing high-quality, distinctively
Christian care.
A caring Christian friend who listens, cares, prays,
supports, and encourages.
Someone who meets faithfully for one hour each week
with his or her care receiver for as long as there's a
need.

"Bear one another's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the
law of Christ." Galatians 6:2
HCUMC is offering a new training class for Stephen Ministers
beginning Tues, January 5, 2016. If you think you are being
lead to help others, or if you have questions about the Stephen
Ministry program, please contact Patti Jenkins at
PattiJenkins59@gmail.com before November 15.

$15 Each
Help beautify our
sanctuary for Advent and
order a poinsettia in the
narthex in honor of
memory of a loved one.
Deadline for orders is
Sunday, November 22.

Decorating the Church

Current Stephen Leaders are Susan Bryan, Jim Guest and Susan
Kasten. Joining them as newly commissioned Stephen Leaders
are Gary Feltner and Patti Jenkins. Trained Stephen Ministers
continuing in service are Cherl Harrell, Sylvia Jones, Bob
Michael, Jerry Ronning, Mary Jane Van Horn, and Sharyn
Yetman.
Next Stephen Ministry Lunch and Learn - Sunday,
November 8 at 12:15 - Rm. 113
Stephen Leader Rev. Susan Bryan, LPC will talk about her work
with VNA Hospice, where she is a Bereavement Coordinator
working with family members after their loved ones have
died. She will share about Life After Loss: How to go on living
when someone you love dies, and how to help others who are
grieving. Please plan to join us for a light lunch and learning
together. To RSVP, email Susan at: susanbbryan@gmail.com.

L.I.F.T.
Saturday, December 5
9 am to Noon
Everyone is invited to join
us as we decorate the
church for Advent. We
will meet in the sanctuary
to put up the Christmas
tree and hang wreaths
and banners.

Thursday, November 12
at 6:30 pm
We will have our monthly LIFT
(Ladies in Fellowship Together)
meeting on Thursday, October 8 at
6:30 p.m. at Rhonda King's home.
Go to www.hcumc.org for more
information. Bring a snack or covered dish to share. We will
enjoy food, fellowship and a short devotional. If you do not
have time to prepare a dish, please join us anyway - we want
you with us! Come join us for this time of fellowship!
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Food Pantry Need

Parents' Night Out
Friday, November 20
from 6:00 to 9:00 pm
Covenant Center

Spaghetti/Pasta Sauce
Please drop off donations
in the church office.

Sunday Worship
Schedule
8:30 and 11:00 am
Worship Services
9:45 am
Sunday School for all
ages

Staff
Rev. Carol Sparks
Senior Pastor
Rev. Debbie Chapman
Associate Pastor
of Music and Worship
Bill Mauldin
Family Minister
Jason Redick
Community Justice
Minister
Beth McClure
ECDP Director
Christine Perry
Bookkeeper
Elise Webb Odell
Administrative Assistant

In Our Thoughts and
Prayers
The Garcia family; the
Powell family; the Rudolf
family; Dan Kasten;
Debbie Michael; Cyndi
Dermody: Kay Dowell;
Rex McAnally; Mary Jane
Van Horne; Valerie

Ages Infant - 5th Grade. Reservations are
required by noon on
Wednesday, November 18th!
Reserve a place for your child at www.hcumc.org. You may drop
off and pick up children anytime during the designated hours.
$6 per child; $15 max per same family

Lend a Hand/Lend a Hammer
The City of Carrollton would like to thank Holy Covenant United
Methodist Church of Carrollton for their partnership with the
City of Carrollton's People Helping People Program. The church
did an outstanding job helping a local resident in Carrollton
paint their home due to major weatherization.
-Neighborhood Partnership Office, City of Carrollton
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Roberts; Lynn Roberts;
Michele Perkins; Randy
Sutherland; Kelly Ellis;
Delores Cress; Marie
Webb; Joshua
Richardson; Jem Ellis;
Kathleen Dermody; Derek
Harrell; Carmelita
Robinson; Betty Oesch;
LaVonia Pritchard; Wayne
Pritchard; Floyd Miller;
Beverly Cook; Peggy Yull;
Tom Yull; Valentina
Fevrier; Bonnie Feltner;
Mark Tacy; Linda Oakley;
Joan Richards; John
Bator; Pam Krause; Janis
Collins; Stephanie
Flangin; Hans Becker;
Tommy Day; Barbara
Rankin; Cherie Arruda;
David & Sherry Smoot;
Austin Oaks; the Morton
family; Mark McMahan;
and the Rainey family.

Our loved ones in the
military
Hunter Blue, Max Blue,
C.J. Davidson, Zach
Glass, David Hunt, Jake
Oliver, and Ashton
Rudolf.

Piano Lessons at Holy Covenant!
Jonathan Kaan teaches piano lessons at Holy Covenant. You can contact Jonathan
at jkaan@dcccd.edu or at 972-505-1833 for more information.
Jonathan graduated with honors from Baylor University with a Masters Degree in
Piano Pedagogy and Performance.

We are welcoming and open to all people;
black or white, yellow or brown, you are welcome here;
rich or poor, young or old, you are welcome here,
gay or straight, citizen or sojourner, you are welcome here.
Holy Covenant United Methodist Church | 972-492-2432 | 1901 E. Peters Colony Road | Carrollton | TX | 75007

