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Message from Pastor Carol
We Are an Easter People
What does it mean for us to be a people of
Easter? It means we believe that God is not
dead! God is not an obsolete ideal of our
forefathers but rather an ongoing creative,
loving and healing force in our world today. We
further believe, as disciples of Jesus Christ, we
are agents of this redemptive God. Therefore,
we believe that our very lives are extensions of
God's grace for all who abide on earth.
WOW...this is a huge call to a huge mission!
Now, before your head explodes and you think, "This is not for
me!"; I want to encourage you to consider not only what it
means to be a disciple of Christ, but how?
Each of us needs a way of learning the vocation of discipleship, a
safe place to clarify and recognize God's voice and will, a
process for being held accountable for faith development, and a
support system for continual encouragement. These four "ways"
of learning are actually gifts that come from participating in a
formalized plan for spiritual growth.
A Discipleship Formation Program is rooted in small groups of
people committed to growth. This can be a Sunday School class,
a study group, a covenant group or any group that moves beyond
fellowship to intentionally holding the members of the group
accountable for spiritual maturation. We are working on various
offerings for adults, youth and children to find a group that works
for each. Our hope is for every member to deepen their
relationship with God and their understanding of how this
relationship can make life more expansive and rich.
Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will
of God  what is good and acceptable and perfect.
(Romans 12:2)

Blessings,
Pastor Carol

New Members

Sunday School Teachers
Needed!
Contact Bill Mauldin
bmauldin@hcumc.org

NO PARENTS' NIGHT
OUT in APRIL
See you again in May!

Adult Ministry

2 New Classes
Beginning Sunday, April 3,
Adult Education will offer
two new classes. Bill &
Branda Mauldin will lead a
class, for couples, called
The 5 Love Languages in
Room 211 at 4:00 pm.
Jason Redick will lead
Beginner Spanish at 4:00
pm in Room 213. Please
sign up in the Narthex to
participate.

Music Ministry
Spring Music
Opportunities:

Lois Eaton joined January 24, 2016

Children's Choir for Pre
School!
Must be 3 by 9/1/15
through Kindergarten
(current school year)
Rehearse on Sundays
during CKY from 12:45 to
1:30 pm
Stay for lunch from 12:15
to 12:45 pm
Meet in Room A
(Sanctuary)
Janet Butler, Director
Children will rehearse April
3, 10, 17 and 24 and
perform May 1 at the
11:00 Worship Service.

Janet Butler, Benita Shell and Branda, Barrett & Ryan
Mauldin joined March 6, 2016

Children's Chime Choir
grades 15
Rehearse following
children's choir in Room
207. Rehearse April 3, 10,
17 and 24. Perform at
4:00 pm Spring Ring
Concert!
Debbie Chapman, Director

Chance, Curtis, Benita and Carleigh Shell
joined March 6, 2016
Youth Choir Tour
Contact
dchapman@hcumc.org
Grades 612
NW Texas Tour  June 25

Practicing God's Presence

29, 2016
Sign up now!

Ring Praises
featuring Holy Covenant
Handbell Choirs
April 24, 2016 at 4:00 pm
Come support our ringers
grades 1  12 and adults
Mark your calendars!

In the Big Inning!
Music Machine Choir
May 1, 2016 at 9:45 am
Fun music from the Bible
Hall of Fame (Faith) with
such people as Moses,
Noah and Abraham

Advocates for Peace &
Justice

Sitting in worship service each week, we are
reminded that living the Christian life is not
just an activity for an hour on Sunday mornings,
but is something that we are to practice 24/7.
We immediately think of doing acts of love,
kindness, and charity a great place to start! But
these actions must spring from something
internal something nurtured and cared for inside
each one of us that fills our inner well from
which we can draw and give to others.
Many of us have thought about what it would be like to be one of
Jesus's disciples walking side by side with Him every day,
drawing upon His wisdom and love. Too bad that's not
possible...or is it? People who have dedicated their lives to
consecrated religious life such as the monks of St. Gregory's
Abbey in Shawnee Oklahoma (I am an oblate of St. Gregory's.
More about oblates here.) strive to live such a life. They try in all
daily activities to engage in what the 17th century monk Brother
Lawrence called " The Practice of the Presence of God ". (His
book is a tiny treasure easily readable in an evening.)
The focus of his book is learning how to practice (and it takes
practice!) feeling God's presence with us at all times, no matter
what we are doing. It's amazing how much more patient I
become while driving when I think of Jesus sitting in the
passenger seat next to me. I instantly become more loving in
dealing with my family, friends, coworkers, strangers, etc. when
I think of Jesus witnessing my interactions. I mess up frequently,
but am reassured because if I am truly practicing God's presence
then God is right there to forgive me and encourage me to learn
from my mistakes and do better next
time.
In future articles, I'll be sharing some ways to practice God's
presence in our busy lives that will have a positive impact on our
lives and on the lives of those around us.
Gary Feltner

L.I.F.T.
Thursday, April 14
at 6:30 pm
We will have our monthly LIFT
(Ladies in Fellowship Together)
meeting on Thursday, April 14 at
6:30 p.m. at Hefina Glenys'
home. Go to www.hcumc.org for

Who is Our Neighbor?
The UMC and LGBTQ
Inclusion
Sunday, April 17
During the Teaching Hour,

more information.
Bring a snack or covered dish to share. We will enjoy food,
fellowship and a short devotional. If you do not have time
to prepare a dish, please join us anyway  we want you with
us! Come join us for this time of fellowship!

9:45  10:45 am, Rev.
John Thornburg will lead a
practical and thorough
session which will
empower church members
to embrace a more
inclusive church. Rev.
Thornburg will directly
address scriptures that
have been used to exclude
LGBTQ individuals.
Following the 11:00
service, Advocates will
host a Lunch and
Conversation in the
Covenant Center. We will
followup in table
conversations about the
UMC and LGBTQ inclusion,
exploration of how the
UMC works, challenges to
creating change and
possible paths moving
forward.

Blood Drive

2016 Arts and Craft Fair
Annual Craft Fair
April 23, 2016
Our 2016 Arts and Craft Fair will be held
April 23rd, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the

Covenant Center and the church parking
lot. Over 50 vendors will have booths
selling everything from homemade table
linens, pottery, soaps, garden
accessories and photography. There will
also be some direct sale vendors like
Scentsy and Jamberry. Holy Covenant will be selling lunch
items and hosting a bake sale.
We invite you to please come to the craft fair and to invite your
friends and neighbors to join you. This is a perfect way to
introduce HCUMC to people who have never been here. Invite
them to come and look over the booths, and then to enjoy lunch
at the Covenant Café. The menu will include pulled pork
sandwiches, wraps and a few other delicious items made by our
own Dave Rathbun and Ed Bayard.
Finally, we would ask you to promote the craft fair. If you have
a neighborhood newsletter or email group, please let your
neighbors know about the event. Go to our Facebook event at
https://www.facebook.com/events/1721559168111699/ and
share it, repost it, or invite friends and coworkers to attend.
We look forward to seeing all of our HCUMC family and friends at
the event on April 23rd.

Travel Opportunity with Christ Farmers Branch UMC

Sunday, May 8
9 am to 1 pm
in the Covenant Center
Please consider making a
donation to Carter Blood
Care. Save a life!

Did You Know?

The Christ UMC Farmers Branch Prime
Timers Senior Adult Group has space for
an upcoming trip to Oklahoma City to
visit its nationally recognized museums.
The trip is April 28th  April 30, and costs

$145 per person for double occupancy.
Fee includes Chartered Bus, Entrance to
Museums, and continental breakfasts at the hotel.
Museums visited include:
National Cowboy and Western Heritage,
National Memorial Museum from the Murrah Federal Building
bombing.
National 45th Infantry from World War II Museum
OKC Museum of Art.

Space is limited. Please contact Christ UMC Farmers Branch for
more to reserve space or for information
(972) 2476136
The Carrollton Compulsive

Secure Shredding

Eaters Anonymous (CEA
H.O.W.) now meet at Holy
Covenant every Thursday
at 7 pm in Room 215 in the
Covenant Center.

Learn More about the
UMC

Saturday, April 30
10 am to 2 pm
Holy Covenant parking lot
Sponsored by Holy Covenant's Green
Team. Open to the public. Protect your
identity while supporting Holy Covenant.
Watch your documents being shredded
on site with the utmost security. $5 per copy paper sized box.
Invite your friends and family to bring their sensitive documents
to be shredded. Shredding will be done by Secure On Sire
Shredding Inc. Visit www.secureonsiteshredding.com for more
information about the company.

Feeding the Homeless
Food Donations Needed
Holy Covenant is scheduled to feed the
homeless at Austin Street Shelter Sunday,
May 1 at 5 am. If you can donate, please
dropoff the following Saturday, April 30
between 9:00 a.m. and Noon in the Covenant
Center kitchen:
12 sandwiches (of any type, individually
wrapped)

Want to stay informed
about the mission and
ministry of The United
Methodist Church around
the globe?
Subscribe for United
Methodist News Service's
free roundup of news
from around the
connection. Choose
between daily or weekly
emails.

12 pieces of fruit
12 hardboiled eggs (still in the shell)
Donations of juice packs or bottled water are also appreciated.
Contact Lee Shore leeshore@unitedsalvage.com if you have any
questions or need additional information.

Men's Church Social
Sunday Worship
Schedule
8:30 and 11:00 am
Worship Services
9:45 am
Sunday School for all
ages

Staff
Rev. Carol Sparks
Senior Pastor
Rev. Debbie Chapman
Associate Pastor
of Music and Worship
Bill Mauldin
Director of Family
Ministries
Jason Redick

Thursday, May 5
7 to 9 pm
All men 21 and over are invited to a Men's
Social at Dante Paa's home. We hope to
make this a quarterly gathering at
different locations. Please sign up in the
narthex where you will find the street address.

Metrocrest Services Work Day
Saturday, May 14
9 am to 3 pm
Please join us in helping your
neighbors in the community on
Saturday, May 14th. Possible
projects will include minor home
repairs, landscape work, simple
paint jobs, trimming, yard work,
etc. at the home of a Carrollton
resident, with final details to be

Community Justice Minister
Beth McClure
ECDP Director
Christine Perry
Bookkeeper
Elise Webb Odell
Administrative Assistant

In Our Thoughts and
Prayers
The Bayard family; the
Moore family; Dan Kasten;
Kathy Amos; Pearl Lopez;
Julie Feltner; Lois Eaton;
Stephen Davis; Donna
Roberts; Kay Dowell; Della
Swaim; Nancy Cardenas;
Mary Jane Van Horne;
Mattie Stewart; Michele
Perkins; Stephanie Brown;
Randy Sutherland; Kelly
Ellis; James and Rosa
Gunn; Alicia Tyndall;
Augustus Richardson; Jem
Ellis; Carmelita Robinson;
LaVonia Pritchard; Wayne
Pritchard; Peggy Yull; Tom
Yull; Bonnie Feltner; Lola
Herndon; John Bator;
Stephanie Flangin; Cara
Woods Hinton; Jen and
Quinn Meyer; Fahimeh
Dooroodochi; Teedy
Lichon; Ira Schoonhoven;
Mike Young; Hans Becker;
Tommy Day, Cherie Arruda
and Larry Carlson.

Our loved ones in the
military
Tyler Ackerman,
Hunter Blue, Max Blue,
C.J. Davidson, Zach Glass,
David Hunt, Jake Oliver,
and Ashton Rudolf.

sent a later date. We are asking for separate volunteers for
work at the project site as well as volunteers for food
preparation.

"Junktique" Sale
Saturday, May 21
The Junktique is coming soon and
the Spiritual Journeymen request
your new and gentlyused treasures
for this annual event being held
May 21 from 7:30am  3:30pm.
Your donated items will be sold from
our parking lot and the monies
raised will go toward local and
global good works.
There are plenty of volunteer opportunities both before and on
the day of the sale. Please see a Journeyman for details on how
to get involved.
The Journeymen will begin accepting donations at the Covenant
Center on Thursday May 19 and Friday May 20.
We are looking for sellable, unbroken items that you may not
need, want, or have the space to store any longer: items
including furniture and accessories, tools, clothing, kitchen
gadgets, knickknacks, decorations, books, etc.
Items that cannot be accepted include: CRT monitors and
TVs (nonflat screen), computers and printers,
mattress/boxsprings, dirty or stained items, nonworking items,
hazardous materials/paint, and tires.
If you have items too large to get to the Covenant Center on
your own, please contact Lee Shore at
leeshore@unitedsalvage.com 2146751024 by May 19th and we
will send a truck.

Piano Lessons at Holy Covenant!
Jonathan Kaan is teaching piano lessons at Holy Covenant. You can contact
Jonathan at jkaan@dcccd.edu or at 9725051833 for more information.
Jonathan graduated with honors from Baylor University with a Masters Degree in
Piano Pedagogy and Performance.

We are welcoming and open to all people;
black or white, yellow or brown, you are welcome here;
rich or poor, young or old, you are welcome here,
gay or straight, citizen or sojourner, you are welcome here.
Holy Covenant United Methodist Church, 9724922432,
1901 E. Peters Colony Road, Carrollton, TX 75007
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