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Parents' Night Out
Friday, May 19
6 to 9 pm in the
Covenant Center
Ages Infant - 5th Grade.
Reservations are required
by Wednesday,
May 17! Reserve a place for
your child at
www.hcumc.org. You may
drop off and pick up
children anytime during the
designated hours. $6 per
child; $15 max per same
family.
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Message from Pastor Carol
Joyful Faith
Have you ever read the story of David
bringing the Ark of the Covenant to
Jerusalem (2 Samuel 6:1-15) and been
struck by the spectacle of the men
carrying a beautifully ornate ark,
musicians going before it lyrically
announcing its coming and David, the
king, dancing jubilantly around it? What
an awe-inspiring group of people caught
in the grip of celebration and ecstasy as
they bring the presence of God to town!
How did this kind of joy become possible? What did David do
so that he was given the privilege to transport the ark? David
allowed himself to be chosen, daily!
David began his life as Jesse's youngest son. This was a
position of little power or blessing; but when Samuel
anointed David as God's chosen, he responded by doing the
personal work it was going to take to become the king of the
Israelites. David responded daily by embracing that God was
guiding, inspiring and providing for David and the Israelites.
"Delight yourself in the Lord and God will give you the desires
of your heart." (Psalm 37:4) God is with us to live out our
hopes, desires and dreams if we are willing to do the work we
are called to do. Much of what David accomplished could in
fact be attributed to human perseverance, luck, or military
superiority. And, I believe that David was happy that he was
politically powerful but I believe that he danced with all his
might before the Lord because he knew that it was only by
the grace of God that he was powerful. When human agency
and dedication intersect with divine grace and power, we can
ignite the kind of joy that David experienced in bringing the
ark; and representatively God, among his people.
God has called us to this same kind of joy! As we choose to
embrace God's guidance, inspiration and providential care,
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VBS
Maker Fun Factory Created by God
Built for a purpose
July 9-13 5:30 - 8:30 pm
ages 4 years through 5th
grade
Volunteers needed!
Contacts: Heather Hinton
hinton.heatherd@gmail.com
and Ryan Baumgardner
ryloba@verizon.net

we will experience the desires of our hearts. If we want a
happy family, then we seek the things that draw us closer
and nurture each member. If we want a successful career,
then we discipline and sacrifice willingly those things that
make for success. If we want a church that is thriving and
vital, then we must be willing to focus on what God is doing
and choose to join the work. God will bless our efforts and
God is with us during the difficult days of growth, sacrifice
and change enabling us to dance before the presence of God
is our midst!
Blessings,
Pastor Carol

New Members

Children's Musical

Sunday, May 21
9:45 am
in the Sanctuary
Support our children's choir
as they perform the
musical iAM: The Real Life
App for All That between
worship services. We're
living in a world
of smartphones, tablets,
apps and games, but the
same God who spoke to
Moses from a burning
bush still wants to

Lindsay, Claudine and Nigel Mvalo
joined April 23, 2017
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communicate with us
today!

Introducing
Rev. Geoffrey Moore

We are pleased to welcome
Rev. Geoffrey Moore as
Interim Music Director.
Geoffrey is a Commissioned
Elder in the United
Methodist Church. He has
served on the staffs of large
and small churches, served
as an educator in informal
and formal settings
including on the faculty of
SMU and as the Associate
Director of Education at The
Dallas Opera, and currently
serves as President of The
Hymn Society in the United
States and Canada.
Geoffrey also currently
serves on the extension
ministry, A Ministry of
Congregational Singing and
Worship.
We thank Geoffrey for
agreeing to work with the
choir and congregation of
Holy Covenant as we search
for a new Music Director.

Aubrey Ewing
joined April 23, 2017
Junktique
Saturday, May 6
7:30 am to 3:30 pm
The Junktique is coming soon
and the Spiritual Journeymen
request your new and gentlyused treasures by May 6. Your
donated items will be sold from
our parking lot and the monies
raised will go toward local and global good works.
There are plenty of volunteer opportunities both before and
on the day of the sale. Please see a Journeyman for details
on how to get involved.
The Journeymen will begin accepting donations in the
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L.I.F.T.

Covenant Center on Thursday May 4 and Friday May 5.
We are looking for sellable, unbroken items that you may not
need, want, or have the space to store any longer: items
including furniture and accessories, tools, clothing, kitchen
gadgets, knick-knacks, decorations, books, etc.

Ladies In Fellowship
Together
Thursday, May 11
at 6:30 pm
We will have our monthly
LIFT (Ladies in Fellowship
Together) meeting on
Thursday, May 11 at 6:30
pm at the home of Joyce
McCoy. Go to
www.hcumc.org for more
information.
Bring a snack or covered
dish to share. We will enjoy
food, fellowship and a short
devotional. If you do not
have time to prepare a
dish, please join us
anyway - we want you with
us! Come join us for this
time of fellowship!

Blood Drive

Sunday, May 21
9 am to 1 pm
in the Covenant Center
Save a life!

Items that cannot be accepted include: CRT monitors
and TVs (non-flat screen), computers and printers,
mattress/boxsprings, dirty or stained items, non-working
items, hazardous materials/paint, and tires.
If you have items too large to get to the Covenant Center on
your own, please contact Lee Shore at
leeshore@unitedsalvage.com 214-675-1024 by May 4th and
we will send a truck.

Youth First Family Night Dinner
May 12th
The Advocates for Justice & Peace will be preparing a meal
for the family night dinner at Youth First on Friday, May
12th. We plan to be there to prepare the meal at 6:15 pm
at 5750 Cedar Springs Rd, Dallas, TX 75235. It is a
wonderful experience so if you would like to attend and help
with preparations and interact with the teens, all you need to
do is bring yourself and please contact Rose Lovell at
lovellfamily5@gmail.com or 214-228-6665.
Approximately 15,000 LGBTQ (lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender and queer/questioning) teens live in North Texas
yet there are minimal resources available for meeting their
unique needs.
Youth First is one of
the only LGBTQfocused programs
in North Texas that
addresses the
challenges these
teens face at home,
and within their
schools and
communities.
Thanks for your generosity - the picture shows what we took
to Youth First in February.
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Facilities Updates

News from Our Treasurer
Finance Update

Church Office Move
If you're confused about
the appearance of the
church office and the
(former) workroom off the
sanctuary building, there is
a reason. The workroom is
being re-worked to become
the new church office. By
the end of May, all of the
office equipment should be
in its new place and the
new front door will be
operational. The southwest
quadrant, where the church
office is currently located, is
in the process of becoming
the home of all Music and
Worship equipment.

New Key Policy
The Trustees have devised
a new key policy in light of
re-keying the building. Key
Policy By the end of May,
we will have re-keyed the
exterior of the church. If
you currently have a key to
the glass doors, it will no
longer work. In order to
receive a new key, you will
be asked to complete a
Request Form.

The finance committee would
like to give a brief update on
our financial situation as of the
end of March. As of March 31st,
our income (which includes
offerings, expense
reimbursements, and building
use fees) has been $161,
435.83. Our total expenses as
of March 31st, including
salaries, repairs, and other
expenses has been $147,331.37. The money collected during
communion (around $2000) has been sent as a partial
payment towards our apportionment. It is expected that our
apportionment payment for 2017 will be a little over
$54,000.
Our giving and expenses usually follow a seasonal pattern,
which means that income usually declines during the summer
months (some people give annually in the spring and some
people go on vacation). In contrast, expenses usually
increase in the summer (higher electric bills for AC and
summer programming). We encourage everyone to keep
your pledges current as we move into the summer months.
Giving can be done through your bank's bill pay system or
our on-line giving site (on www.hcumc.org).
Finally, I would like to encourage everyone to direct your
reward points (Tom Thumb, Kroger, Albertsons, Target,
Smile Amazon, for example) to Holy Covenant. When you do
your regular spending on groceries or gifts, a little extra
benefit is sent to Holy Covenant. These rewards will add to
the regular giving from our members to help us pay our bills.
Sheli Erenberger

Food Outreach Ministry

The Holy Covenant Food Outreach Ministry has a long history
serving the needs in our community, providing emergency
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FREE Self-Guided Online
Course

What makes our
denomination unique? What
It Means to Be United
Methodist explains the
structure of our church and
the history behind our
beliefs. This course is
designed for both new and
long-term
United Methodists.

Thank you!

food assistance to families, the elderly, the homeless, and
people in need of food.
I would like to thank Rob
and Colleen Evans for
their years of service in
this ministry, effective
April 2017 they have
passed the leadership of
this ministry to John Paul
Mays, Food Ministries
Coordinator and The
Advocates for Justice and
Peace with support from
the Holy Covenant Congregation.
Year to date, we have distributed over 5,000 pounds of food
serving 390 people, and over 140 families.
The month of April has been busy! We have moved the Food
Pantry into a new, larger
location and have began
positioning for growth and
expansion of this vital ministry

to better meet the needs of
our local community. There is
so much more to come!
If you have any questions, or would like to be involved in the
Food Outreach Ministry, Please contact John Paul Mays, johnmays@verizon.net

Special thanks go to GS
Troop 8048 for donating
cookies to our pantry and
restocking shelves while
learning the purpose of this
important ministry.

Deuteronomy 15:11
"For the poor will never cease to be in the land; therefore I
command you, saying, 'You shall freely open your hand to
your brother, to your needy and poor in your land."
John Paul Mays
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Food Pantry Need:

Who Are Our Leaders?
Lay Leader

Canned soups and meats

Sunday Worship
Schedule
8:30 and 11:00 am
Worship Services
9:45 am
Sunday School for all
ages

Staff
Rev. Carol Sparks
Senior Pastor
Rev. Bill Mauldin
Associate Pastor
of Family Ministries
Rev. Geoffrey Moore
Interim Music Director
Beth McClure
ECDP Director
Christine Perry
Bookkeeper
Elise Webb Odell
Administrative Assistant

In Our Thoughts and
Prayers
Beth Mundell; Joni Taylor;
Betty Laker; Brent Arapis;
Aiden Gamez; Dan Kasten;
Charles Holley; Vivian
Cook; Nicki Luce; Jerry
Hunsaker; Ron Ross;
Andrew Gonzales; Trey
Gunn; Bob Barke; Mitzi

An effective lay leader functions as
the primary representative and role
model of Christian discipleship and
faith lived out in the church and in
daily life. The lay leader works with
the pastor to fulfill the mission and
vision of the congregation. Holy
Covenant UMC elected LaRae
Pritchard as our Lay Leader for 2017
during our Charge Conference at the
close of 2016. (GBOD.ORG)
My job as Lay Leader of Holy Covenant has many duties.
-I attend all of the organizational ministry teams meetings.
-I serve as liaison between Holy Covenant, our Metro District
and North Texas Annual Conference.
-I work along with church body to follow our mission and
vision to grow Holy Covenant.
-I support the pastoral staff to meet church needs for growth
and faith formation.
-I continue to work so I can grow in my faith.
LaRae Pritchard

Administrative Council Chair
As Administrative Council Chair,
my role is to partner in guiding,
leading and working with Holy
Covenant's (any United Methodist
Church actually) leaders, various
committees and congregation in
the planning and implementing a
program or programs to nurture,
outreach, witness and act as
resource in this church. My Team
and I provide for the
administration of Holy Covenant's organizational and
temporal life. Our work is to envision, plan, implement and
annually evaluate the mission and ministry of our church.
HCUMC's Administrative Council is in place to facilitate the
genuine task of being in service to others.
I was asked on "why" I am in the role, and I believe the
answer is like a coin, with two sides. One side, is that
HCUMC's nomination committee/leadership felt I could
contribute in the role, and therefore graciously asked me to
be Ad Council Chair. I was honored to accept. The other side
of that coin, is that I believe that one of the greatest
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King; Susan Diaz; Randy
Sutherland; Kelly Ellis;
Maureen Fulton; Theresa
Dougherty; David McElroy;
Steve Morris; James and
Rosa Gunn; Jem Ellis;
Carmelita Robinson;
LaVonia Pritchard; Wayne
Pritchard; Tom Yull; Hans
Becker; John Bator;
Stephanie Flangin; and the
Rainey family.

Our loved ones in the
military

contributions I can make to my church, my community and
my brothers and sisters is to be a committed contributor to
growing, moving forward and constantly changing in the
pursuit of worshipping our God with all our hearts and doing
service/loving all others indiscriminately through grace. As
Administrative Council chair the work is expansive, but the
rewards and what is given back are exponentially greater and
more important.
"Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the
ways you can, in all the places you can, at all the times you
can, to all the people you can, as long as ever.........You
Can!"
Scott Boren

Levi Bayard; Hunter Blue,
Kate Blue, C.J. Davidson,
KeNi Gaines, Zach Glass,
Jake Oliver, Ashton Rudolf
and Diana Rudolf.

Piano Lessons at Holy Covenant!
Jonathan Kaan is teaching piano lessons at Holy Covenant. You can contact
Jonathan at jkaan@dcccd.edu or at 972-505-1833 for more information.
Jonathan graduated with honors from Baylor University with a Masters Degree
in Piano Pedagogy and Performance.

We are welcoming and open to all people;
black or white, yellow or brown, you are welcome here;
rich or poor, young or old, you are welcome here,
gay or straight, citizen or sojourner, you are welcome here.

