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Message from Pastor Carol
Give Me a Break!
The school year is drawing to a close.
Summer is arriving rapidly! My calendar
is filling up with events, vacation and
family experiences that promise to bring
laughter and respite over the next few
months; or will it?
Often this next season of the year is
portrayed nostalgically as a time of lazy
summer days, lemonade sipping on the
veranda, afternoons of daydreaming and
families gathered on blankets for picnics.
But I wonder, do we take the time to be lazy, sip, daydream
or gather?
Does the very thought of slowing your pace challenge your
idea of what it means to be conscientious, competent, or
excellent? Are you caught by the mantra of "if I stop the work
'everything' will collapse?"

Parents' Night Out
Friday, June 16
6 to 9 pm in the
Covenant Center
Ages Infant - 5th Grade.
Reservations are required
by Wednesday,
June 14! Reserve a place
for your child at
www.hcumc.org. You may
drop off and pick up
children anytime during the
designated hours. $6 per
child; $15 max per same
family.

The biblical concept of the Sabbath is about growing in faithful
confidence as we find a rhythm of work and rest.
"...God rested on the seventh day from all work
which God had done. Then God blessed the
seventh day and sanctified it, because in it God
rested from all God's work which God had created
and made" (Genesis 2:2b, 3).
The Hebrew word Sabbath literally means "to cease." Just as
God rested from creation work, we are to rest from our
creation work - creating proposals, creating success, creating
opportunities for ourselves, our kids, our families, our church,
creating clean households, creating lifestyles. The Sabbath is
an opportunity to break away from the pressures of everyday
living. By allowing ourselves to stop and catch our breath, we
begin to open our hearts and spirits to what we need rather
than just what we want.
By design, taking a Sabbath rest is an act of faith. Faith that
needing to rest is a good reason to relax. Faith that whatever
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we left undone will be waiting on us when we return. Faith
that control is just an illusion. Faith that God is God and we
are not. Faith that our rhythm of work and Sabbath will
enlarge our spirits and energize our capacity to love.
Blessings,
Pastor Carol

VBS
Maker Fun Factory Created by God
Built for a purpose
July 9-13 5:30 - 8:30 pm
ages 4 years through 5th
grade
Register your child at VBS
Registration
Volunteers needed!
Contacts: Heather Hinton
hinton.heatherd@gmail.com
and Ryan Baumgardner
ryloba@verizon.net

Youth Ministry

Run the Race/Retire the Debt
Bring your pledge cards this
Sunday, June 4!

You should receive a letter and
pledge card this week in support
of the Run the Race/Retire the
Debt campaign. Holy Covenant
has big plans for the future, but
first we must address the debt
that remains on our building
loans. Our facilities are a vital
part not only of the life of our
church, but also of our thriving
preschool and our neighborhood. We have outstanding debt
we have been paying on for several years. In order to put this
behind us, we are asking every household to consider
contributing for the next 16 months. Our hope is to be debtfree by September 2018!

New Members

For our mission trip we are
going to work with the San
Marcos River Work Camp
June 25-July 1. The cost of
the trip is $400. The work
will be light house repair.
We will also have great
opportunities for fun and
fellowship like tubing one
afternoon and spending
Wednesday at the
Schlitterbahn Waterpark.
We have 8 youth currently
signed up, but it is not too
late to sign up. But if you
are interested in going but
are not currently signed up
I do need to hear from you
ASAP.
Rev. Bill Mauldin
Minister to Family Ministries
Holy Covenant United
Methodist Church
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bmauldin@hcumc.org
(918)344-2602

Music Ministry

SPPR will post the job
description for a Part Time
Music and Arts Director.
They will then narrow the
list and determine the top
two or three candidates to
audition in adult rehearsals
and worship leadership. The
hope is to have the person
God is calling to Holy
Covenant by August 15th at
the latest.

Barrett Carter, Sage Carter, Kelly Mellor,
Kambria Carter and Stacy Carter joined April 30.

Thank you to everyone who
supported the Children's
Choir's performance of the
musical iAm!

Training Day

Save the Date!
We will have a "training"
day for all worship leaders
on Saturday, August 26th
from 9 am to noon. More
information to come, but be
sure to save the date.
Worship leaders are
-Acolytes

Erin, Megan, Benjamin and Tim Shepardson
joined April 30.
Baptisms
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-Lay Readers
-Ushers
-Children's Worship Leaders
-Communion Stewards

Look Who is Turning 40!

Holy Covenant Early
Childhood Development
Program began in 1978 as
an outreach preschool
ministry of Holy Covenant
UMC. There were two
preschool teachers and a
director. A lot has changed
in the church and in the
schol since 1978, but one
thing that hasn't changed is
that both Holy Covenant
United Methodist Church
and ECDP are serious about
sharing God's love with
others.
This is ECDP's 39th year as
a preschool in Carrollton.
In 2016-2017, we had 15
preschool teachers and one
director. We taught 103
children, praying at
mealtimes and discussing
God's love in our
classrooms. Seventy-two of
these children attended
chapel weekly and learned
a different Bible verse each
month. As a school we had
many exciting learning
opportunities. We
celebrated Texas Week and
had a petting zoo visit the
school. We explored the
depths of the sea in our
Under the Sea all school
unit. During our Community
Helpers week, we learned
about Operation Kindness
and the care they give
animals without homes, and
in the spirit of this church's
mission work, we collected
animal toys for the animals

Matthew David and Sebastian Arden Duszik were
baptized May 28, 2017. Pictured are Sean, Lindsay,
Sebastian and Matthew Duszik, and Jackson Craig.
Sack Summer Hunger
Saturdays, June 10-August 5
We are in desperate need of
volunteers to make the Sack
Summer Hunger Program a
success. As of right now we have
over 150 children on our list who are in need of food this
summer. Metrocrest has said that applications are still coming
in for our church to serve. We still need multiple delivery
drivers and some people to help pick up the produce/dairy
products at Metrocrest. Again, you don't have to do every
Saturday. This is a great opportunity to involve the whole
family and show your children how they can help show God's
love to others. The sign-up sheets were moved to the Narthex
on the table by the back wall. Please sign up to help feed the
children this summer. For more information, contact Kimberly
Ditty at kl49ers@yahoo.com.

Fan Drive
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in care at the shelter. We
are ending this year with a
celebration of our mothers
at our Mother's Day Teas.
In all that we do as a
preschool, ECDP strives to
uphold the mission attitude
of HCUMC and to grow in
our students a love of
Christ and a joyfulness in
talking to others about
Christ. Holy Covenant UMC
is the root system of our
preschool. We are grateful
for all that you contribute to
the preschool. Thank you
for a fabulous 39 years! We
are excited about
celebrating our 40th
anniversary with HCUMC!

Holy Covenant Receives
Recognition

Collecting Fans for Those in Need
The Advocates for Justice and Peace will be
collecting fans for Senior Citizens and others
in need through June 25th. Please drop off
your fans in the Narthex. We will transport the
fans to Metrocrest Services who will distribute
fans to those who need them. In the past the
recipients have expressed sincere appreciation
and talked about how much of a difference it
made for them.
If you do not have time to go out and purchase a fan, we will
be happy to do so for you. For $20 we can purchase a new
Box Fan or a Standing Oscillating Fan, so just note that your
donation is for "Fans." Thank you Holy Covenant for again
helping to meet the needs in our community.

2017 Annual Conference
Focus and Priority
Agenda Items
HOW IS GOD CREATING
AMONG US AS THE
FAITHFUL CHURCH? 2017
NTC Theme for
Conference.
Come and see this year at our North Texas Annual Conference
"A New Creation." As we listen to the Scriptures lead us
through Genesis to Revelation, we will find that God continues
to create through the innovative spirit. We are God's cocreators of genuine community, generous stewardship,
relational health and empowering justice. Led in passionate
music, creative visioning and social innovation, the church
continues to be made anew!

On May 4th, Holy Covenant
UMC was recognized by Girl
Scouts of Northeast Texas
for offering a place for
scouts to meet and hold
events throughout the year.
The plaque reads: Girl
Scouts of Northeast Texas
Community Service Award,
In Appreciation of Your
Contributions to Girl Scouts.

Thank You, Blood Donors

Conference dates are June 4th starting at 330pm with Laity
session at First UMC Plano and Clergy session at SpringValley
UMC. 7pm Opening Worship will be held at First UMC
Richardson. Rev Philip Rhodes will be preaching.
Monday, June 5th will have different keynote speakers and
offer toolbox sessions for educational knowledge. Worship that
evening will have Bishop Michael McKee preaching and
Ordination and Commissionees ceremony.
Tuesday, June 6th will consist of the business side of the
conference with the handling of Legislative matters to include
voting on several items and an Update on "A way Forward
Commission" Council of Bishops will hold special session Feb
2019 before General Conference in 2020 to decide if same sex
marriages will be allowed in UMC churches, pastors can
preside over these ceremonies, and would allow people of this
community to be ordained within UMC making changes to
book of discipline.
2016 General Conference has proposed amendments to the
Book of Discipline changes with brief summary below:
Gender Equality-changing current wording to reflect both men
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and women are made in the image of God therefore are equal
in the eyes of God.
Inclusion in Membership- wording to reflect changes add
gender, ability, age, and marital status to the list of do not bar
people from church membership.
Delegate Elections- to include Open nominations from the floor
at Annual conference
Bishop Elections- add elect bishops at regular, not extra
session of General conference
Bishop Accountability- General conference can adoptprovisions for the Council of Bishops to hold individual Bishops
accountable for their actions
There will be voting sessions to approve the following:
Closing in the East District of Caney UMC
Closing in the Metro District of Owenwood UMC
Merger from the Northwest District of Byers and Petrolla UMC
-LaRae Pritchard, Lay Leader

News From Our Treasurer

Food Pantry Need:

Canned soups and
meats.

Sunday Worship
Schedule
8:30 and 11:00 am
Worship Services
9:45 am

Being a United Methodist Church
means that Holy Covenant is
connected through a global
organization, which allows us to
support missions in our
neighborhood and throughout the
world. The main way we support
these missions is through our annual
apportionment payment. This
amount is based on the same
formula for all Methodist churches,
and is based on a calculation using several factors, including
the size of our annual budget and the number of
members. We've received notice from the conference that our
assigned apportionment payment for 2017 is $55,990. As we
ask members to tithe to the church, the church tithes to the
global church. As of April 30th, we've paid $1630.00 toward
our apportionment payment and we have a $130 credit,
leaving us a balance of $54,140 to pay by the end of the
year. Our apportionment payment is combined with
apportionment payments from all Methodist churches across
the globe and is used to support the missions and services
that the United Methodist Church is known for doing.
An update on our regular finances shows that our YTD
expenses as of April 30th are $212,056.41 with YTD income of
$206,949.70. Expenses YTD are $12,333.37 less than our
budgeted amount. Our current loan balance totals
$135,109.26. This balance is the focus of our Run the Race
campaign, which focuses on our goal to be debt free before
the end of 2018.
We have implemented several methods of giving to the church
this year and hope that people will use them to keep their
pledge current - especially as we head into summer. We
have online giving through our website (hcumc.org) using a
credit or debit card. You can use the QR icon printed in our
bulletin to bring up a giving screen on your phone or tablet.
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Sunday School for all
ages

Staff
Rev. Carol Sparks
Senior Pastor
Rev. Bill Mauldin
Associate Pastor
of Family Ministries
Rev. Geoffrey Moore
Interim Music Director
Beth McClure
ECDP Director
Christine Perry
Bookkeeper
Elise Webb Odell
Administrative Assistant

In Our Thoughts and
Prayers
Donna McAnally; Beth
Mundell; Joni Taylor; Betty
Laker; Brent Arapis; Aiden
Gamez; Dan and Susan
Kasten; Charles Holley;
Betty Oesch; Jeff Piccola;
Shane Gonzales; Vivian
Cook; Nicki Luce; Jerry
Hunsaker; Ron Ross;
Andrew Gonzales; Trey
Gunn; Bob Barke; Mitzi
King; Susan Diaz; Randy
Sutherland; Kelly Ellis;
William (Billy) An and
family; Theresa Dougherty;
David McElroy; Steve
Morris; James and Rosa
Gunn; Jem Ellis; Carmelita
Robinson; LaVonia
Pritchard; Wayne Pritchard;
Tom Yull; Hans Becker;
John Bator; Stephanie
Flangin; and the Rainey
family.

Finally, we have access to "Square", a giving application that
allows you to swipe your credit or debit card. Please contact a
finance committee member on Sunday morning if you'd like to
donate to Holy Covenant using your card through Square.
Also, we encourage members to donate to Holy Covenant by
signing up for "membership" cards (Albertsons, Tom Thumb,
Kroger, Target, Smile Amazon). Your shopping can help to
fund our global and local missions.
Thanks,
Sheli

Food Outreach Ministry
What is Food Insecurity?
The USDA defines food insecurity as a state in which
"consistent access to adequate food is limited by a lack of
money and other resources at times during the year." Good
shorthand terms for food insecurity are "struggling to avoid
hunger," "hungry, or at risk of hunger," and "hungry, or faced
by the threat of hunger."

How many Texans are food insecure?
According to the latest USDA report, 15.4% of Texas
households (one in six) experienced food insecurity in the
years 2013-2015. Texas was one of just twelve states with
higher food insecurity than the nation during this period. In
raw numbers, 1.5 million Texas households were food
insecure, more than any other state except California.

What does "food insecurity" not mean?
-Food insecurity is not "the government's definition of
hunger." It is a broader term that describes outright hunger
and the coping mechanisms that households use to avoid
hunger.
-Food insecurity is a household situation, not an individual
situation. While food insecurity affects everyone in a
household, it may affect them differently. Specific individuals
in a home (such as children) may be shielded from some
aspects of food insecurity by caregivers.
-Food insecurity is a year-long measure. It is impossible to say
whether a food insecure household is "hungry right now,"
"going hungry tonight" or "does not know where their next
meal is coming from." Research shows that food insecurity
tends to be episodic and often cyclical.
-Food insecurity does not mean that a household lacks access
to grocery stores, lives in a "food desert," or does not have
time to shop/cook. It only refers to lack of food access based
on financial and other resources.

Go deeper
Our loved ones in the
military
Levi Bayard; Hunter Blue,
Kate Blue, C.J. Davidson,
KeNi Gaines, Zach Glass,
Jake Oliver, Ashton Rudolf
and Diana Rudolf.

We recommend the following resources to learn more about
food insecurity:
-United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) - Economic
Research Service
-"What have we learned from two decades of research on food
security?," by Dr. Mark Nord
-Reflections on Household Food Insecurity: An Interview with
Dr. Mark Nord
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Piano Lessons at Holy Covenant!
Jonathan Kaan is teaching piano lessons at Holy Covenant. You can contact
Jonathan at jkaan@dcccd.edu or at 972-505-1833 for more information.
Jonathan graduated with honors from Baylor University with a Masters Degree in
Piano Pedagogy and Performance.

We are welcoming and open to all people;
black or white, yellow or brown, you are welcome here;
rich or poor, young or old, you are welcome here,
gay or straight, citizen or sojourner, you are welcome here.
Holy Covenant United Methodist Church, 972-492-2432,
1901 E. Peters Colony Road, Carrollton, TX 75007
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