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Children's Formation

Acolytes Needed
If your child is going into
3rd, 4th or 5th Grade,
please contact Beth Mundell
bethmundell@verizon.net.

Parents' Night Out
Friday, August 11
6 to 9 pm in the
Covenant Center
Ages Infant - 5th Grade.
Reservations are required
by Wednesday,
August 9! Reserve a place
for your child at
www.hcumc.org. You may
drop off and pick up children
anytime during the
designated hours. $6 per
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Message from Pastor Carol
Do Not Worry, Holy Covenant
Therefore I tell you, do not worry about
the decreased summer giving, about who
will give and who will not or about how we
will ever pay for our apportionments.
Look at the original body of families that
were standing in an empty lot. They
stepped out in faith and we now enjoy the
fruits of their labors. God took their faith
and built a thriving and committed
community as well as the funds for our
current facilities. Are we not stepping out
in the same faith so that God can make us a committed and
thriving community for generations to come?
And can any of us, by worrying, add a single hour to our
workday?
And why do we worry about completing our "to-do" list or
having enough lay members to staff ministry?
Consider the preachers on horseback in the early American
Methodist movement. How they preached and studied and
taught and served. It was because of these dedicated servants
that the American Methodist Church was established. If God so
empowered them and worked through them to form a
denomination in a new land, will God not much more empower
us - you of little faith?
Therefore do not worry, saying, "How will I get all of this
done?" Or "How will we ever get people to come together and
work for the greater good? Or "When will we have enough
money and resources so we can feel secure?
For it is the corporate event planners who strive for these
things and indeed our heavenly Father knows that we need all
these things. But strive first for the kingdom of God and God's
righteousness and all these things will be given unto us.
So do not worry about tomorrow for tomorrow will bring
failing AC units, changes in leadership both professional and
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child; $15 max per same
family.

lay, budget overages, and member conflict which will provide
many worries of their own. Today's trouble is enough for today.

Youth Formation

Based on the teachings of Jesus found in Matthew 6:25-34 and
Luk12:22-34.
Blessings,
Pastor Carol

News From Our Treasurer
Youth Week
Aug 7- Monday Family
style dinner at Babes
Aug 8- Tuesday Roller
Skating at Inner Skate
Aug 9- Wednesday Messy
Games
Aug 10- Thursday
Climbing Gym at North
Texas Outdoor Pursuit
Center
Aug 11-Friday Lock-In at
Holy Covenant from 7pm7am.

Music Ministry

Music Machine Children's
Choir
The Music Machine
children's choir will begin
rehearsals on Sunday,
September 10, 2017. This
choir is for all children
currently enrolled in 1st 5th grade. All vocal abilities
and personalities are
welcome. The goal is to
learn about God's love for
us, how children have the
ability to share God's love
with others and to have
some fun and make new
friends while learning about
music. All elementary age
children are encouraged to
come and give it a try. A
snack lunch will be provided

The Finance Committee met on
Tuesday, July 18th, where a lot of
Holy Covenant business was
discussed. In our continuing efforts
to increase transparency, we are
providing the following updates.
1.Run the Race - Retire the Debt
Campaign - We continue to receive
a few more pledge cards from people
committing to retire our debt. As of
June 30, 2017, the total debt outstanding for HCUMC was
$116,314.26, and we have paid $27,380 in principal reduction
since January. After tallying the pledge cards from the Run the
Race campaign, around $64,000 has been pledged to further
reduce the debt. The pledges represent commitments from 43
households, and represent over 55% of the current
outstanding principal balance. We also continue to receive
payments from people who did not complete a pledge card.
Please see item 4 for additional information on our mortgage
and a much-needed capital improvement. It is never too late to
make a pledge. You can pick up a card in the narthex or just
email Christine Perry (cperry@hcumc.org) with the amount you
would like to pledge.
2.Stewardship - Operating Pledges - Last fall, 76
households made pledges to support the operating expenses of
Holy Covenant, pledging $361,454. Our annual estimated
budget for 2017 is $664,983. Our pledges represent only 55%
of our estimated spending, but we also receive income from
other sources (building use, auction, ECDP, and unpledged
offering). If you've been reading the bulletin, you will notice
that our expenses are greater than our income. As of last
week, we've received $295,589 from pledges and other various
sources, but have spent $335,899. Our research found that out
of 76 pledges, 33 (this includes households who pay annually)
are current or one month or less behind. The remaining
pledgers are 2 or more months behind. This is typical for
churches during summer months; however, we recognize there
may be other reasons for the delays. We would like to
encourage people to stay current or bring their pledges
current, so that we can continue to pay our operating
expenses. If situations have occurred which might require you
to adjust your pledge, please feel free to reach out to Carol or
me. Your pledge is a living amount, and can be adjusted at any
time.
3.Apportionment Payment - Our annual apportionment
payment is the amount assessed to each church by the global
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in the Covenant Center for
children immediately
following the 11:00 a.m.
worship service and choir
practice will begin at 12:45
p.m. Parents are asked to
attend this first rehearsal as
much information will be
given out and expectations
will be discussed. I hope to
see you and your child
there. If you have any
questions please contact
Melanie Luce at
lucechange613@yahoo.com.
Thank you.

Training Day

Save the Date!
We will have a "training"
day for all worship leaders
on Saturday, August 26th
from 9 am to noon. More
information to come, but be
sure to save the date.
Worship leaders are
-Acolytes
-Lay Readers
-Ushers
-Children's Worship Leaders
-Communion Stewards

Advocates for Justice &
Peace

United Methodist Organization. Our assessment in 2016 was
around $57,000, and we paid $20,000. This was only the 2nd
time in HCUMC history that we did not pay the full amount due.
This year our payment due is $55,000. We have paid $1,891 to
date. In our finance meeting, our committee set a goal of
paying a minimum of $21,000 this year. We invite you to join
us in our goal and commitment to make this happen in 2017.
Through apportionment payments, the broader work of the
global UMC can be done, like supporting UMCOR, who provides
relief when there's a crisis or disaster.
4.Update to Fire Alarm System - In December 2016, the
trustees committee was informed that our existing fire alarm
and monitoring system would not pass the fire marshal's
inspection for 2017. We currently have two fire alarm systems
- one covering the sanctuary and Education Building, and one
in the Covenant Center. If we cannot pass the inspection, the
buildings will be deemed unacceptable for occupancy or use.
We must, therefore, bring our system up to the current code
requirements before the next inspection. The upgrade requires
rewiring and replacing some parts and panels. The trustees
contacted 7 companies to get competitive bids. The lowest bid
(and best one suited to our needs) comes from C-Tek our
current fire monitoring company and was $32,000. Based on
our current financial situation, the only way to fund this
expense, is for us to borrow once again from the Texas
Methodist Foundation (TMF), increasing our existing loan
amount. The finance committee approved this plan and will be
seeking the borrowed funds this week.
5.Giving Options - HCUMC has several ways to give, besides
putting a check in the offering plate. Our website
(www.hcumc.org) has options for making payments using a
debit or credit card. You may pay through your bank's online
bill pay options, and even set up a recurring payment system.
Most recently, we have added an option to use an "App" in the
finance office, that will allow you to use your credit or debit
card to pay on Sunday - or any day that someone is in the
office. You can use the app joyfully2umc anytime to give to
Holy Covenant's general fund. Gifts of stocks or bonds may
also be made through our finance office. We can also receive
donations from smile.amazon.com, Target, Kroger, Albertsons
and other "reward" cards when you shop at those stores. If
there are other ways to contribute that aren't listed, please let
us know, and we'll explore those options.
Thanks,
Sheli

Ad Council Update
Greetings, welcome to August 2017!
My name is Scott Boren and I am a
fellow member of Holy Covenant's
congregation serving as our Ad
Council chairperson. I trust you are
well and enjoying another Texas
summer, where clearly you have to
experience one to believe it.
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Who is Our Neighbor? Coffee with a Cop
Sunday, August 27, 9:45
- 10:45 in the Covenant
Center
Join us, along with your
neighbors and several
Carrollton police officers for
coffee and conversation
during the Sunday School
hour on August 27 in the
Covenant Center. Coffee
with a Cop is a casual,
come-and-go community
get-together offered by the
City of Carrollton. There is
no agenda and there will be
no speeches. Coffee with a
Cop is simply an opportunity
for Carrollton police officers
to get to know Holy
Covenant and meet you,
and it's your opportunity to
ask questions, voice
concerns, and get to know
the officers in your
neighborhood.
Please stop by for coffee, a
pastry, and say hello to a
police officer.

ECDP

As Holy Covenant UMC revs
up for fall ministries, ECDP
is revving up to begin a year
of learning with a new flock
of children. Excitement is in
the air! We are thrilled to
have awarded $4,450 in
scholarships for students to
attend our program, and
this year we are able to add
a prekindergarten class for
children who turn 5 before
January1. God is blessing
our school with the
opportunity to teach even
more children to love God,
themselves, and others.
ECDP is honored to work
with this church in serving

Several items to submit to you for
this writing. First, those brothers and
sisters of yours that serve on the
various committees within Holy
Covenant; Lay Ministry, Worship,
Formation, Missional Outreach,
Communication, Staff Pastor Parish
Relations (SPPR), Trustees, Finance,
Congregation, Young Adults,
etc....have been extremely busy in
the first half of 2017. The work of
any church, but most assuredly Holy
Covenant, is steady and at times overwhelming for the
respective committee/team. To say the first half of 2017 was
exceptionally challenging and those involved in the teamwork
were stretched to the absolute maximum would be quite
honestly a gross understatement. Yet, while the last 6 months
have been exhaustive, they have also been enormously
rewarding, ultimately impactful and without fail in the service
of our work to ensure HCUMC is God's church in service of ALL
who seek the faith.
That being said, I want to personally thank each and every
committee member, committee chair, staff member and
teammate for what you have sacrificed and delivered in the
service of our community, all of our people and our ardent
pursuit to "shine the light" through our growth.
I also would like to share where we are being called to serve in
the back half of 2017 as an Ad Council Team. While challenges
will continue to arise, both individually and collectively for our
church, community and world, we are called to serve as
beacons of hope to all. We genuinely will strive to lean into the
work and growth/change by "loving the Lord our God with all
our heart and with all of our soul and mind" and continue to
"love our neighbor as ourselves".
There is something ultimately different and life-changing about
this place on the corner of Peters Colony and Josey; but all the
glory goes to God for putting us in the position to be here,
right here, right now. Our hope as an Ad Council Team is to
leverage our time and energy as we continue to push forward
in the sometime challenging work of "shining our light" as
beacons of God's majesty. We will pause, consistently, to give
THANKS, in all weather, for what has been given to us. Our
blessings here at HCUMC are what the "cup runneth over" is all
about. We will lean into the back half by lending a
compassionate ear, embracing all aspects of
diversity/perception through humility and grace, and being
disciples who attempt to role model servant leadership. When
you put into perspective how blessed we are, this body of
Christ at HCUMC cannot only pathfind the route forward in
providing light to the world, but also look in the mirror to give
THANKS before we speak, act or write in contradiction to being
positive, humble servants.
"Catch on fire with enthusiasm and people will come for miles
to watch you burn"
------- John Wesley
Peace,
Scott
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God and His people. Thank
you for standing with us in
this ministry.

Community Garden

From Our Lay Leader
General Conference
Who makes decisions for The United
Methodist Church if there is no one
person in charge? Good question.
The only body that can set official
policy and speak for the
denomination is the General
Conference.
The General Conference is an
international body of nearly 1,000
delegates that meets every four
years. The delegates are elected by
annual conferences (at annual
conference sessions) to attend
General Conference. They represent all annual conferences
around the world. Half of the delegates are laity (non-clergy
members), half are clergy.

A small group has
expressed interest in
researching the feasibility of
starting a community
garden on church property
and, if feasible, begin the
planning and creating
process. A community
garden would be a way to
work with the community,
nearby schools and help
without our mission to feed
the hungry. A community
garden could also lead to
many other programs that
would be mutually beneficial
for the church and the
community. If you are
interested in being part of
this committee or would be
interested in helping to
facilitate or work the
community garden, please
contact Melanie Luce at
lucechange613@yahoo.com.
Thank you.

Food Pantry Need:

Bishops attend the General Conference but cannot vote.
Different bishops serve as presiding officers during the
conference. Other bishops cannot speak unless permission is
specifically granted by the delegates.
During General Conference, delegates discuss and vote on
petitions and resolutions proposed by individuals, agencies,
annual conferences, and other groups within the denomination.
These actions result in a revision of the Book of Discipline, the
denomination's book of law, and Book of Resolutions, policies
of the denomination on current social issues.
It is at General Conference where delegates wrestle with
today's issues in light of scriptural teachings and the church's
understanding of that teaching. Here is where the church's
official stands and church policies are made regarding such
issues as human sexuality, abortion, war and peace, as well as
determination of ministries and funding.
General Conferences are held in years divisible by 4, such as
2012, 2016, 2020.

Jurisdictions
In the United States of America, The United Methodist Church
is divided into five areas known as jurisdictions: Northeastern,
Southeastern, North Central, South Central and Western.
These provide some program and leadership training events to
support the annual conferences. Every four years the
jurisdictional conferences meet to elect new bishops and select
members of general boards and agencies.
Annual conferences located outside the United States are
organized into central conferences, much like jurisdictions.
There are seven central conferences: Africa, Central and
Southern Europe, Congo, Germany, Northern Europe,
Philippines, and West Africa.

Central Conference
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Canned soups and meats.

Sunday Worship
Schedule
8:30 and 11:00 am
Worship Services
9:45 am
Sunday School for all
ages

Staff
Rev. Carol Sparks
Senior Pastor
Rev. Bill Mauldin
Associate Pastor
of Family Ministries
Rev. Geoffrey Moore
Interim Music Director
Beth McClure
ECDP Director
Christine Perry
Bookkeeper
Elise Webb Odell
Administrative Assistant

Outside the U.S., annual conferences are organized in seven
central conferences. The central conferences are composed of
equal numbers of lay and clergy members. They connect
annual conferences for common ministry, adapt regulations as
the conditions in the respective regions may require, and elect
bishops and fix their tenure.
Central conferences were first established in the Methodist
Episcopal Church in Asia (India in 1885, and China in 1897),
then in Europe (1908), and in Africa and Latin America in the
1920s.
In the 1930s and 1960s, for a variety of reasons, annual
conferences outside the U.S. became autonomous, particularly
in most regions of Asia and in all of Latin America. A large
majority of these autonomous churches send non-voting
delegates to General Conference.
Since the early 1970s, membership in the central conferences
has increased tremendously, and the number of members now
far exceed those of the 1920s and 1960s.

Africa Central Conferences
Today, Africa includes three central conferences:
-Africa: Contains five episcopal areas, 10 annual conferences
and ministry in 11 countries;
-Congo: Contains four episcopal areas, 14 annual conferences,
and ministry in nine countries;
-West Africa: Contains four episcopal areas, six annual
conferences, and ministry in six countries.

Europe Central Conferences
In Our Thoughts and
Prayers
The Mauldin family; the
Norris family; Debbie
Michael; Pearl Lopez; Sarah
Jones; Amanda Bowes;
Brenda Anderson; Elise
Webb Odell; Sharon
Gonzales; Beth Mundell;
Brent Arapis; Bea Evans;
Jan Reynolds; Betty Oesch;
Nicki Luce; Jerry Hunsaker;
Andrew Gonzales; Mitzi
King; Randy Sutherland;
Kelly Ellis; Jem Ellis; Tom
Yull; Larry Johnson;
Stephanie Flangin; Arnold
Jones; Hans Becker; and
Preston Rainey.

Currently, Europe has three central conferences:
-Central and Southern Europe: Contains one episcopal area,
seven annual conferences, and ministry in 15 countries;
-Germany: Contains one episcopal area, three annual
conferences, and ministry in one country;
-Northern Europe and Eurasia: Contains two episcopal
areas, 10 annual conferences, and ministry in 14 countries.

Philippines Central Conference
The Philippines constitutes one central conference, which has
three episcopal areas, 24 annual conferences, and ministry in
one country.
-LaRae Pritchard

Our loved ones in the
military
Levi Bayard; Hunter Blue,
Kate Blue, KeNi Gaines,
Zach Glass, Jake Oliver,
Ashton Rudolf and Diana
Rudolf.
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We are welcoming and open to all people;
black or white, yellow or brown, you are welcome here;
rich or poor, young or old, you are welcome here,
gay or straight, citizen or sojourner, you are welcome here.
Holy Covenant United Methodist Church, 972-492-2432,
1901 E. Peters Colony Road, Carrollton, TX 75007
SafeUnsubscribe™ {recipient's email}
Update Profile | About our service provider
Sent by ewebb@hcumc.org in collaboration with

Try it free today
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