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Message from Pastor Carol
Stewardship...moving beyond chaos

New Members Class

"In the beginning God created the
heavens and the earth. The earth was
formless and void, and darkness was over
the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of
God was moving over the surface of the
waters." - Genesis 1:1-2 NASB

Enneagram Workshop
Blood Drive
From the Treasurer
Give+ Mobile
Giving Tuesday

Children's Formation

Parents' Night Out
Friday, November 17
6 to 9 pm in the
Covenant Center
Ages Infant - 5th Grade.
Reservations are required
by Wednesday, November
15! Reserve a place for
your child at hcumc.org.
You may drop off and pick
up children anytime during
the designated hours. $6
per child; $15 max per
same family.

Youth Formation

November 1, 2017

It was the picture of disorganization and
uncertainty, for the world had no order.
Everything was "formless and void." As
the Hebrew word for moving indicates the Spirit of God was
brooding...examining...lingering. God is a creative force that
lingers in the energy of chaos to redeem it for a purpose. God
does not rush to certainty or from disorder. God experiences
the depth of darkness to generate the luminosity of light.
Often we can feel overwhelmed by chaos. Our hope may be
wavering due to apparent communal disregard for justice and
life. Our confidence in congregational certainty may be
uneasy due to change, transitions and unrest. And even our
dream for our best lives may seem lost due to strained
resources of time and money. These situations produce
anxiety when we feel ill
equipped to manage the
chaos. Stewardship...moving
beyond the chaos campaign
will create a four week
opportunity to learn how to
tolerate anxiety, to see
opportunity in the midst of
chaos and to discover the gift
of creativity to bring peace
from anxiety, purpose from uncertainty and order from
chaos.
Blessings,
Pastor Carol

Family Meetings
Choose One to Attend!

The youth are encouraged
to join the church for the
Enneagram workshop on
Nov 5th. Nov 12th, we
will play "Bigger or Better"
in the neighborhood
collecting donations for
Metrocrest Services. Nov
19th the youth will have a
regular UMY time and learn
about the idea of True
Self/False Self. No UMY Nov
26th.
Bill Mauldin
bmauldin@hcumc.org

Adult Formation

The once-a-month Disciple
Class will be starting the
New Testament in 2018.
You do not need to have
participated in the previous
Old Testament section to
participate. The class meets
the second Sunday of the
month from 4-5:30pm.
Childcare can be arranged if
that is needed. Cost of the
book is $10. Contact Bill at
bmauldin@hcumc.org if you
wish to participate.

Staff and Finance Team
members will be available at
these meetings to answer any
questions you may have
regarding church finances.
Please choose a meeting listed
below:
Thursday, November 2 at 7
pm
Hosted by Sheli Erenberger
2201 Creekridge Dr.
Carrollton, TX 7507
Sunday, November 5 at 9:45 am
Holy Covenant Sanctuary
Monday, November 6 at 7 pm
Hosted by Rob & Colleen Evans
1015 Creekbend
Carrollton, TX 75007
Friday, November 10 at 7 pm
Hosted by Jan and Gary Barnes
3860 Kelly Blvd.
Carrollton, TX 75007
Saturday, November 11 at 7 pm
Hosted by John and Jon Blackburn Mays
2900 Cambridgeshire Drive
Carrollton, TX 75007

Childcare available at Holy Covenant for each Family
Meeting.
New Members Class
Wednesdays,
November 1 and 8
6:30 - 8 pm
Room 212
Led by Pastor Carol and Pastor
Bill. All new and prospective
members are invited.

Music Ministry
Enneagram Workshop
Sunday, November 5
1 to 3 pm
in the Covenant Center

Doug Scott, who holds masters degrees in both clinical social
work and pastoral ministry from Boston College, will return to
Holy Covenant UMC for another workshop using the wisdom
of the Enneagram. While Doug will be building on concepts

Music and song continue to
play a vital role in the life of
God's people today. There
are many ways that you
can serve Holy Covenant
with music!
Sunday, December 10 at
8:30 AM and 11 AM

"Kneeling in Bethlehem"

A Festival of Readings and
Carols for Advent and
Christmas
JOIN IN Singing for Advent!
COME to 4 Rehearsals and
sing on December 10.
REHEARSAL DATES:
Wednesdays 7:30 - 9:00
PM
November 1st, 8th, 15th,
22nd, 29th, and December
6th.
Children's Choirs (meet
after a lunch in the gym)
Cherub Choir 3 years - K/
Sundays 12:45 - 1:25 pm
Music Machine 1st - 5th
grade/ Sundays 12:45 1:25 pm
Children's Chimes 3rd-5th
grade (must be in choir to
attend)/Sundays 1:30 2:00 pm
Wesleyan Choir
BASSES NEEDED
Actually, singers of all
levels welcome!
Wednesdays 7:30 - 9 pm
(Childcare provided)
Praise Team
If you would like to be a
part of this group, please
contact Leanne Seabright
LSeabright@hcumc.org
Covenant Carillons (Adult
Handbells)
We still need to fill one
spot! Practices are
Wednesdays from 6:30 7:15 pm

L.I.F.T.

from the previous workshop, this
workshop is designed for first timers
too. Those new to the Enneagram are
invited and welcome and will be able
to fully participate. However, it will be
helpful to you if you know your
number before the workshop. If you
have not discovered you number yet
you can go to www.9types.com where
you can take a free test. There is also
a test with more information that costs
$12 at Enneagraminstitute.com. Doug will be discussing how
understanding of the Enneagram and the dynamic of the
Anchored Self/Floating Self can help us find Shalom, peace
and wholeness, in our lives. Emphasis will be placed on the
idea that embodying Shalom in our individual lives means
accepting change, our brokenness, and our gifts with
compassion, gratitude, and wisdom. You will walk away from
this encounter knowing yourself in a new, more expansive
way, because it will invite you towards transformation, not
just give you information. Lunch will be provided!
Bill Mauldin
bmauldin@hcumc.org

Blood Drive
Sunday, December 3
9 am to 1 pm
in the Covenant Center
Every donor who gives is
helping save lives, and by working
together we can all make a greater
difference.

From the Treasurer
As we move into November, I
wanted to give you a financial
update for the end of the
year. First, I'd like to recognize the
hard work of the auction
committee this year, and am I
pleased to announce that there
was over $41,000 raised this
year. This money will be used to
support the local and global
missions of Holy Covenant,
including $2000 going towards our apportionment payment.
Thank you to the committee members and to everyone who
attended and made the auction a huge success.
I overheard a conversation this week, where someone said
that maybe the reason the auction was so successful is that
people could "see" what their money was "buying" and it's
hard to see what your church pledge is "buying". Sometimes
when we give to the church, we don't see what the money is
buying. Holy Covenant is connected to the larger UMC
organization and our apportionment payment is used to fund

Ladies In Fellowship
Together
Thursday, November 9
at 6:30 pm
We will have our monthly
LIFT (Ladies in Fellowship
Together) meeting on
Thursday, November 6 at
6:30 pm at the home
of Marilyn Paa. Go to
www.hcumc.org for more
information.
Bring a snack or covered
dish to share. We will enjoy
food, fellowship and a short
devotional. If you do not
have time to prepare a
dish, please join us
anyway - we want you with
us! Come join us for this
time of fellowship!

ECDP

ECDP has said, "Happy
Trails!" to Texas week and
is now sneaking into
autumn with nocturnal
animals, creepy crawly
spiders, and jack-olanterns! We've already
made some applesauce,
and we're getting ready to
plunge our little hands into
cold, stringy pumpkins!
Oh, the joys of preschool!
There are so many fun
things to experience and
everything seems new
when you're 3 years old!

the global ministries of the UMC organization. When you give
to Holy Covenant, that money is used to pay the cost of
ministry. Some of the costs of ministry are tangibles, like air
conditioning, lights, and water. Some of the costs of ministry
pay for our staff, so we can have ministers, worship leaders,
pastoral care, and administrators. Some of the costs of
ministry pay for missions, going to support UMCOR at the
worldwide level, or assisting a youth or child to go to camp or
on a mission trip. To remain a functioning ministry, these
costs must be paid. To put this into perspective, through
September 2017, the total cost of Holy Covenant's ministries
was $442,435.01, around $50,000 per month.
Holy Covenant's cost of ministry is paid through the giving
that we receive from members and visitors. Year-to-date
through September 2017, Holy Covenant has been blessed to
receive $385,999.45, but that's much less than our spending.
How can we address this deficit, you might ask? First, the
finance committee requested our committees to reduce
spending for the rest of the year. Another fact in our favor is
that traditionally 35-40% of a church's income (giving) is
received in the last few months of the year. Holy Covenant
has traditionally received around 38% of our receipts in the
last quarter. We must acknowledge; however, that even if we
receive that much this year, we will remain in a deficit
position - probably a minimum of $30,000 under our
expenses. This means that we anticipate not paying our entire
apportionment payment this year. Therefore, the only way to
pay our ministry costs in full is to receive an additional
$30,000, above what people traditionally give or gave last
year. To pay our apportionments in full, would require an
additional $20,000 above that.
As individuals, the idea of finding an additional $30,000 or
$50,000 seems untenable. My first instinct is to throw up my
hands and say it can't be done. But we are not individuals.
We are a family - in Christ - who love our church and the
ministry we do. We love that we hand food out to people who
have none. We love that our children and youth have an
education program to learn about God and that they have
teachers and childcare workers who love them. We love the
music we hear and sing. We love that our clergy makes a
difference in our lives, every week. Together we can make a
difference.
Breaking up the $30,000 deficit over 3 months, would be $50
a month for 200 individual people. That's around $16-$20 per
person per week, through the end of the year. Some of us
can afford this easily, but for others this is a struggle. A wise
man told me once that giving must be done on faith. Safe
giving - giving what you know you can afford to give - is in
our comfort zone, but when you give, you must go beyond into the uncertain. Giving with faith results in spiritual
growth. Taking a walk into uncertainty is scary - frightening
even - but in faith we grow and maintain our honesty to God.
Holy Covenant needs to take this walk of scary faith as a
family. Please consider how you can join in this faith journey,
as you make your contributions through the end of the year. I
promise that I'm walking into the uncertainty with my
donation (I'm newly retired and on a fixed income), but I

Our kiddoes are celebrating
their third, fourth, or fifth
Halloween, and they are so
excited! We had our
costume parades on the
25th & 26th. In chapel, we

read Leonardo, the Terrible
Monster by Mo Willems. In
this story, Leonardo has to
make a tough decision
between being a terrible
monster or a super
friend. It's our traditional
Halloween story. Check it
out for your family. The
children in your life will
LOVE this book! Happy Fall,
Y'all!

believe that as a church family, we can make this faith
journey together. Join me, please!
As part of the upcoming Stewardship Campaign, there will be
family meetings where staff and finance committee members
will be on hand to answer questions anyone may have about
our financial situation. I also encourage you to bring ideas on
how to cut costs or increase giving to the family meetings.

Give+ Mobile
There is now a phone application that allows you
to give online directly to Holy Covenant.
Download the Give Plus app from your app
store, and you'll be able to make your
contributions to Holy Covenant from your mobile
device. The app is free to download and
install.

Food Pantry Need:
UMC #GivingTuesday
November 28
We hope you will join United Methodists
around the world to support Global Ministries
missionaries and Advance projects on UMC
#GivingTuesday Nov. 28.

Canned soups and
meats.

Sunday Worship
Schedule
8:30 and 11:00 am
Worship Services
9:45 am
Sunday School for all
ages

Staff
Rev. Carol Sparks
csparks@hcumc.org
Senior Pastor
Rev. Bill Mauldin
bmauldin@hcumc.org
Associate Pastor
of Family Ministries
Leanne Seabright
lseabright@hcumc.org
Worship and Music Minister
Beth McClure
bmcclure@hcumc.org

Frederick Buechner once described "calling"
as the place "where your deep gladness and
the world's deep hunger meet." One of the
great things about The Advance is that it
allows you to invest your resources where
your passion answers specific needs in
the world.
The UMC #GivingTuesday theme this year is "Connect Your
Passion with God's Mission." One hundred percent of your
gifts made online through The Advance goes to the
missionary or project of your choice.
In 2016, more than 2,550 people from 19 countries gave gifts
of more than $850,000 toward missionary support and
Advance projects. The countries or territories represented
included Argentina, Austria, Chile, Côte d'Ivoire, Fiji, Guam,
Ireland, Israel, Japan, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway,
Oman, the Philippines, Russia, South Korea, Switzerland, the
United Kingdom, and the United States. This was truly a
global effort.
Thank you for your generous gifts through The Advance, the
designated giving channel of The United Methodist Church.
Our impact areas this year are:
Food and Agriculture
Church Development
Disaster Response and Relief

ECDP Director
Christine Perry
cperry@hcumc.org
Bookkeeper
Elise Webb Odell
ewebb@hcumc.org
Administrative Assistant

Education
Health
Economic Empowerment
Social Justice
WASH/Water and Sanitation
Women and Children
Mission Personnel

In Our Thoughts and
Prayers
The Stewart family; Helen
Daly; Jeanne Selby; Grant
Dermody; Betty Morse;
Aiden Gamez; Debbie
Michael; Pearl Lopez;
Amanda Bowes; Brenda
Anderson; Sharon
Gonzales; Maliq Davis; Meg
and Caroline Ross; the
family of Kelly Corbitt;
Betty Oesch; Linda
Lawrence; Jan Reynolds;
Nicki Luce; Jerry &
Elizabeth Hunsaker; Andrew
Gonzales; Mitzi King; Layla
Stamp; Randy Sutherland;
Kelly Ellis; Tom Yull;
Stephanie Flangin; Becky
and Tom Brewer; and
Preston Rainey.

Now is a great time to start thinking about how you want to
connect your passion to God's mission on Nov. 28. Visit
umcmission.org/give to learn more about missionaries and
projects. Your gift on UMC #GivingTuesday will help bring
hope and healing to a world in need.
In mission together,
Thomas Kemper
General Secretary
General Board of Global Ministries

Our loved ones in the
military
Levi Bayard; Hunter Blue,
Kate Blue, KeNi Gaines,
Zach Glass, Jake Oliver,
Ashton Rudolf and Diana
Rudolf.

We are welcoming and open to all people;
black or white or brown, you are welcome here;
rich or poor, young or old, you are welcome here,
gay or straight, citizen or sojourner, you are welcome here.
Holy Covenant United Methodist Church, 972-492-2432,
1901 E. Peters Colony Road, Carrollton, TX 75007
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