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Message from Pastor Carol
Hello Church,
It may seem a little early for New Year
resolutions but this one is long overdue. In
an effort to increase my professional
relationships in terms of my availability
and to improve my relationships with
family and to improve my health, I have
scheduled my week around responsibility,
task, communication and pastoral
priorities. Carol's Schedule
This schedule will be an adjustment for us all but in time I
hope it will be a beneficial tool. In order to schedule an
appointment during an open time, please contact Elise
(ewebb@hcumc.org) and she will ensure you get my next
available hour. I have appointment times available for pastoral
counseling and ministry planning. I will have open office hours
within which you can drop by or schedule an appointment.
I have scheduled "communication" hours as well. These will be
designated hours within which I will respond to emails, calls
and text. I will have a new church cell phone by the first of the
year set aside just to communicate with you. I ask that you
not leave a voicemail on my church extension but rather on
this number. If you have an emergency during the week or an
email that must be seen immediately, please contact Elise and
she will bring it to my attention.

Parents' Night Out
Saturday, December 16
3 to 9 pm in the
Covenant Center
Ages Infant - 5th Grade.
Reservations are required
by Wednesday, December
13! Reserve a place for
your child at PNO. You may
drop off and pick up
children anytime during the
designated hours. $10 per

During my time at home, I will completely disconnect. Pastor
Bill and I will alternate with "on call" duties during these times
for pastoral crises or emergencies.
My desire is to be available and fully present to each and
every one of you as you have desire or need. I think we have
all experienced that this just does not work. I will work very
intentionally and diligently to adhere to this schedule and
boundaries. Thank goodness God walks along side of us as we
are called into a more disciplined life that leads to greater
health and better relationships. I would appreciate your

child; $25 max per same
family.

prayers and support as I seek to serve you, my family and
myself more efficiently and effectively.
Blessings,
Pastor Carol

Blood Drive
Sunday, December 3
9 am to 1 pm
in the Covenant Center
Christmas Eve
The family friendly
participation encouraged
Christmas Eve service will
be Sunday Dec 24th at
5pm. Children of all ages
will wave characters and
make sounds as we hear
about the birth of Jesus.
Also Sunday Dec 24th there
will only be one morning
worship service at 11:00am
with no Sunday school
classes for children and
youth.

Every donor who gives is
helping save lives, and by
working together we can all
make a greater difference.

L.I.F.T
Ladies In Fellowship
Together
Thursday, December 14
at 6:30 pm

Youth Formation

We will have our monthly LIFT
(Ladies in Fellowship Together)
meeting on Thursday,
December 14 at 6:30 pm at the
home of Joyce McCoy. Go to L.I.F.T. for more information.
This year's mid-winter
retreat will be with the
North Texas Conference at
Camp Bridgeport. Holy
Covenant UMC will be
attending the first one Jan
26-28th. This will fill up
soon, so please register as
soon as possible. The cost
is $110 until Dec 29th, then
it will increase to $130. You
can register at the
Bridgeport Camp website
www.bridgeportcamp.org.

Bring a snack or covered dish to share. We will enjoy food,
fellowship and a short devotional. If you do not have time
to prepare a dish, please join us anyway - we want you with
us! Come join us for this time of fellowship!

Send-Off Celebration for Jonathan Kaan
Sunday,
December 17
12:30pm
in the Covenant Center
Sadly, Jonathan,
Tracy and Joseph
Kaan are moving east to be closer to Jonathan's new job as
Professor of Piano at Kilgore College. Please join us following
the 11:00 worship service when the choir will host a
celebration in the Covenant Center to thank Jonathan for his
8+ years of dedication at Holy Covenant.

Youth Christmas Party will
be December 17th. We will
have food, fun, white
elephant gift exchange. This
is always a good time so
mark it on your calendars.
Gifts for the exchange
should be under $5. I
suggest a good thrift shop
find, something you made,
or whatever would be fun.

Kneeling in Bethlehem

Sunday school and UMY will
not meet Dec 24th. There
will be Sunday school but
no UMY Sunday Dec 31st.

Adult Formation

Disciple I - New Testament

It is not too late to sign up
for Disciple 1 New
Testament. Sign-up sheet
in the narthex. Book cost is
$10.

Enneagram

Either late January or early
February Rev Bill Mauldin
will lead an Enneagram

A Festival of Readings and Carols
Sunday, December 10
8:30 and 11:00 am

The Wesleyan Choir will present Kneeling in Bethlehem during
both worship services. Carols from a variety of traditions
(English, Chant, Moravian, German Chorale, Canadian French,
Early American, Polish, French, Appalachian, and Swedish)
will be brought together with readings as a means to revisit
the story and message of Advent and Christmas anew.

ONE Worship Service Christmas Eve MORNING

workshop where arrows,
wings, triads, and stances
are discussed. If you would
like help finding your
number before this
workshop, please contact
bmauldin@hcumc.org.

Falling Upward

As a church we are working
towards helping everyone
at different stages of life
and faith development grow
to their fullest potential.
Much of this intentional
effort has begun with our
younger and new people.
In 2018 we would like to
take a serious look at
ministry offered to those
over 40 and who may have
been attending for a long
time. Father Richard Rohr's
book Falling Upward lays
out the case for what he
calls "second-half of life"
ministry. I intend to use
this as our starter for
discussion. My goal is to get
20 people in this
congregation to read this
book and then we will begin
a dialog for bringing
together what is needed to
engage in a more
intentional manner. If you
would be interested in
reading this book and
joining this conversation,
please get in contact with
me, Rev Bill Mauldin
bmauldin@hcumc.org.

ECDP

Sunday, December 24
Join us as we all worship together during ONE morning
service at 11:00 am!
Christmas Eve Family Nativity Service

5:00 pm
December 24
A kid-friendly worship service celebrating the nativity and
singing favorite Christmas hymns. The service will end
with candle and glow stick light.
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

We are so proud of our
Kindergarten Class who
organized a Thanksgiving
Food Drive to benefit Holy
Covenant UMC's Food
Pantry. Just look at all the
food they collected. They
sure are superheroes who
take care of others.

Food Pantry Need:

7:00 pm
December 24
Childcare will be provided for this worship service of
Christmas carols, candlelight and scripture.
Christmas Eve Candlelight and Communion Service

Canned soups and
meats.

Sunday Worship
Schedule
8:30 and 11:00 am
Worship Services
9:45 am
Sunday School for all
ages

Staff
Rev. Carol Sparks
csparks@hcumc.org
Senior Pastor
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bmauldin@hcumc.org
Associate Pastor
of Family Ministries
Leanne Seabright
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Worship and Music Minister
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11:00 pm
December 24
We will share Holy Communion during this worship service
and end with candlelight and music to usher in Christmas.
From the Treasurer
The early results of the pledge campaign (data in this article is
from November 27th) are quite positive. Pledge cards were
mailed to 154 members' households and 24 visitors'
households. Of these 178 households, we received pledge
cards from 71 households on November 12th, representing
commitments from 40% of our congregation. The amount

ECDP Director
Christine Perry
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Elise Webb Odell
ewebb@hcumc.org
Administrative Assistant

In Our Thoughts and
Prayers
Family and friends of Joni
Taylor; the Bayard family;
the Dunn family; the Fox
family; the Costello family;
Helen Daly; Jeanne Selby;
Grant Dermody; Betty
Morse; Aiden Gamez;
Debbie Michael; Pearl
Lopez; Amanda Bowes;
Brenda Anderson; Meg and
Caroline Ross; Hans
Becker; the family of Kelly
Corbitt; Betty Oesch; Linda
Lawrence; Jan Reynolds;
Nicki Luce; Jerry &
Elizabeth Hunsaker; Andrew
Gonzales; Mitzi King; Layla
Stamp; Randy Sutherland;
Kelly Ellis; Tom Yull;
Stephanie Flangin; Juwanna
Hathman; and Preston
Rainey.

Our loved ones in the
military
Levi Bayard; Hunter Blue,
Kate Blue, KeNi Gaines,
Zach Glass, Jake Oliver,
Ashton Rudolf and Diana
Rudolf.

pledged totaled $288,980, which is
48% of our 2018 proposed
budget. Even more exciting for Holy
Covenant and the finance
committee is that 22 of the pledge
cards came from households who
did not pledge last year. An
interesting fact is that not all of the
22 "new" pledges came from new
members or visitors. Over half of
the new commitments came from
existing members who are
outwardly sharing their
commitment to Holy Covenant this year.
It is this type of faith commitment that we need from every
active member and visitor. Stewardship is an on-going
commitment and in 2018 we will focus on this commitment as
a continuum, not a 3-week process at the end of the year.
The information on the pledge cards is vital to the successful
financial planning of the church. We need a card from every
contributor as a show of faith in our Holy Covenant family.
Commitments on the pledge card are personal pledges to the
financial security of Holy Covenant. The information is kept
confidentially. Some people have remarked that they don't like
to complete a pledge card because they don't know what they
will be able to give each month. The bible calls us to give our
first fruits back to God. It is part of our spiritual development
to make sure God is first in our lives, in our prayers, presence,
gifts, service and witness. If you haven't completed a pledge, I
encourage you to prayerfully consider taking this next step in
your faith journey of putting your gifts to God in a priority
position. If you have not turned in a card, you may place your
card in the offering plate, mail it in or submit your information
here 2018 Pledge.

Give+ Mobile
There is now a phone application that allows you
to give online directly to Holy Covenant.
Download the Give Plus app from your app store,
and you'll be able to make your contributions to
Holy Covenant from your mobile device. The app
is free to download and install.

We are welcoming and open to all people;
black or white or brown, you are welcome here;
rich or poor, young or old, you are welcome here,
gay or straight, citizen or sojourner, you are welcome here.
Holy Covenant United Methodist Church, 972-492-2432,
1901 E. Peters Colony Road, Carrollton, TX 75007
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