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Message from Pastor Carol
We Are an Easter People

Blood Drive

After Easter Sunday, it is easy to allow the
narrative of the Easter story to become the
language of a child's fairy tale that has no real
impact after the story is finished. But, our
story does have import and vocation;
because, we are a people of the empty tomb.
We are a people who do not allow death and
hate to have the last word. We are a people
who know God is alive!!!!!!!!!!!

L.I.F.T.
Cafe 2:42
Parents' Night Out
Volunteers in Mission
Training
"Who is Our Neighbor?"
Feeding the Homeless
Mission Trip
Vacation Bible School

April 1, 2018

As much as our story brings forth an ideal image of life,
humanity and possibility; Christianity also brings forth the
actualize hope through the practice of servanthood and
justice. We are to use our lives to enrich and empower
others. We are a people of equality, freedom, life and love

ECDP Update
From Our Lay Leader
Ad Council Update

Children's Formation

Jesus summed up the law of the Jews with one new
commandment, "Love the Lord your God with all your heart,
mind, body and soul; and, love your neighbor as yourself." To
love God and to love neighbor is the primary focus of our
lives. We cannot serve and empower if we do not know others
- really know them. We are a people of relationship.
We are a people who are life after death, hope after despair,
peace after violence, joy after oppression, love after hate,
resurrection after death. We are an Easter People.
Blessings,
Pastor Carol

Thank you to those who
have helped our children
and their families prepare
for Easter. The Herndons
and all who helped put on
the epic egg hunt last
Saturday. People were

Blood Drive
Sunday, April 8
9 am to 1 pm
in the Covenant Center
Every donor who gives is helping save
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able to gather and have
fun and fellowship and the
kids had a chance to get
more eggs than most
could carry. Thank you to
all who donated eggs,
time, and energy. It was
great. Thank you Erin
Shepardson, the New
Beginnings Sunday school
class, and all who helped
put on this year's Palm to
Passion family
event. Thank you to
everyone who brought
food and help supervise a
table activity. I love times
like that where we are all
one community, together.
Thank you to all for
helping us bring the
Easter story to our
children in a special and
meaningful way.

lives, and by working together we can all make a greater
difference.

L.I.F.T.
Ladies In Fellowship Together
Thursday, April 12
at 6:30 pm
We will have our monthly LIFT
(Ladies in Fellowship Together)
meeting on Thursday,
April 12 at 6:30 pm at the home
of Colleen Evans. Go to L.I.F.T. for more information.
Bring a snack or covered dish to share. We will enjoy food,
fellowship and a short devotional. If you do not have time
to prepare a dish, please join us anyway - we want you with
us! Come join us for this time of fellowship!

Café 2:42
Sunday, April 15
9:30 - 10:30 am
Covenant Center

Sports Camp
Triumph Sports will host a
Christian Rookie Sport
Camp here at Holy
Covenant for 4-7 year
olds from 8:30-11:30am.
Cost is $80 if you sign up
before June 1st. You can
register at Triumph. This
will be our first year
working with them but
they have a wonderful and
long history with many of
our fellow North Texas
UMCs.

You may stay and eat in the
Covenant Center or "grab and go"
to your Sunday School class. All
donations go to Holy Covenant and
are appreciated!

Parents' Night Out
Friday, April 20
6 to 9 pm
in the Covenant Center
Ages Infant - 5th Grade.
Reservations are required
by Wednesday, April 18! Reserve a
place for your child at
hcumc.org. You may drop off and
pick up children anytime during the
designated hours. $10 per child;
$25 max per same family.
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Volunteers in Mission Training

Camp
For children in the 3-5th
grade there is Children's
Church Camp at Camp
Bridgeport. We will be
attending C1 June 1115th. You can sign up at
www.bridgeportcamp.org.
Any parents with children
going to camp, please
read about the SNAP
fundraiser in the youth
information.

Youth Formation

For adults and youth who would
like to help provide leadership for
mission work this year in Houston
or would just like an opportunity
to learn some new information,
there will be training provided
by Volunteers in Mission (VIM)
on April 21 or May 12. VIM.

"Who is Our Neighbor?"
Food Insecurity
On April 29th during
the Sunday School
hour, Advocates for
Justice and Peace and
the Food Pantry will be
presenting another program in the series, "Who Is Our
Neighbor." This program will be a panel discussion on Food
Insecurity. Representatives from the North Texas Food Bank,
the Metrocrest, Austin Street, and Carrollton-Farmers Branch
ISD will be participating in the panel to discuss Food
Insecurity in our community.
Also, on April 29th, the Food Pantry will open its doors for an
open house. We've recently completed some renovations and
would love for everyone to come in and take a look around
after the 8:30 and 11:00 services. There will be refreshments
and opportunities to volunteer.

If you have not signed up
for middle school camp
(JH2) or mission trip, I
highly encourage you to
do so. To help offset
costs we are looking to
do the traditional Stock
Sale Fundraiser and we
will once again work with
SNAP. Youth will have a
table to sell stock on
Sundays from April 8th29th. I will be contacting
those signed up for camp
or mission trip to take
shifts and raise money for
their activities. We will
also be working with SNAP
to raise money from
outside the church. Last
year we raised about

Lois Eaton
Sherry Dunn

Feeding the Homeless
Holy Covenant will provide
breakfast at the Austin Street
Shelter at 5:00 am on Sunday,
May 6. We will provide breakfast
for 400 men, women and children
at the homeless shelter.
We are asking for the following donations:
12 sandwiches (individually bagged)
12 pieces fruit
12 boiled eggs in shell in carton
Cases of bottled water/ juice boxes
Snack/granola bars
We will receive all donations on Saturday, May 5 from 9am -
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$1700 this way. All you do
is think of 20 people you
are willing to send a
giving request to. If they
give you get money. SNAP
take a portion for using
the service, but outside of
their commission, what
you raise you keep to use
for camp and mission
trip. Again this goes for
children going to camp
too. I need to double
check but the plan is to
have SNAP here April 22nd
to help us make a video
and launch our
campaign.
-Bill Mauldin

Adult Formation

We have had a couple
gatherings to discuss what
ministry with those
seeking to grow in
spiritual formation in the
second half of life. There
have been a couple of
interesting ideas put
forward. My hope is that
the conversation
continues and that this
begins to be an organic
movement within our
congregation. As people
talk and offer themselves
in ministry I believe some
beautiful things can
happen. If you missed one
of the meetings but would
like to be tied into a group
that will be processing
this, please let me know
and I will add you.

noon in the HCUMC kitchen.
All are welcome to travel with us to Austin Street Sunday
morning at 4:15 am from the HCUMC kitchen. We will drive to
Austin Street, set up and serve breakfast. We will also collect
retail plastic bags for the residents to carry their food because
all residents must leave the shelter at 6:00 am. For more
information, contact Rick Davis 972-814-5325.

Mission Trip
Sinton, Texas
June 24-30
The mission trip to Sinton, TX will be June
24th-30th. This trip is an adult/youth trip.
We would love to have an adult team that
will go and work together. If you have
interest, please contact Rev. Bill Mauldin
bmauldin@hcumc.org. Sign up in the
Narthex or online at Mission Trip. Youth
that are 8th grade and up are invited to
sign up as well. Youth that are in 6th and
7th grade will need an adult to come along
as a sponsor. We have a limited number of slots, once those
are filled that is all we can take. This is an amazing
opportunity for the church to be in service together, crossing
boundaries to be the church.

Vacation Bible School
Shipwrecked
July 8-12
5:30 - 8:30 pm

You can now sign up for this
summer's VBS in person or
online at VBS 2018. VBS is for
children 3years old through 5th
grade and nursery is provided for
all volunteers. Preschoolers only
do the opening ceremony and
two activity rotations. They will then just have nursery time
after that (we could even put them in jammies for you). Our
fun theme this year is Shipwrecked. We will also offer a
resource for parents called "Parenting with Grace and
Reason". This class combines tested parenting advice and
how understanding it can also deepen our understanding for
what it means to be a disciple of Jesus. That class will be
7:15-8:15pm each night, so take advantage of that
opportunity.
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-Bill Mauldin
bmauldin@hcumc.org

ECDP Update
Holy Covenant Early Childhood
Development Program is
ending the 2017-2018 school
year with so many exciting
things. Our success with our
preschool Carry the Load Walk
has earned us a place on Carry
the Load's Team Page. We are
fifth in raising donations,
$2041. Our Spring Program,
Pancake Breakfast and
Mother's Day Teas are coming
up. There are just so many
things and people to celebrate
as we close out this school

Music Ministries

Children's Choir
Program
If your child(ren) are
interested in singing or
ringing Chimes here is
how you can become
involved:
We have 2 Children's
Choirs
Cherub Choir - ages 3-K
Music Machine - 1st-5th
grade
Chimes - 3rd-5th grade
The choirs rehearse on
Sundays after the 11 am
service during the school
year.
Lunch is provided and
rehearsals are
12:30 - 1 pm Cherub
Choir
12:30 - 1:10 pm Music
Machine
1:10 - 1:40 pm Chimes

Encore Brass
On Sunday, May 6, the

year.
Now we are learning about the resurrection of Christ and
celebrating Easter. It's so touching to hear how the story of
Christ's crucifixion and resurrection impresses our students.
This year our students were really struck with the unfairness
of Jesus' arrest. That point overshadowed Jesus' wounds in
the crucifixion and the miracle of his resurrection. Every year,
the story of Easter affects our children differently, and we
know that God is planting seeds and growing faith in their
precious hearts.
ECDP is preparing for
the 2018-2019 school
year. There is still
room in many
classes. Please
consider taking a tour
of the preschool or
encouraging your
friends to do so. So
many great things
happen in these
classrooms Monday
through Thursday.
Children are learning language, learning to control
impulsivity, learning to count, learning to play appropriately
with other children, learning Bible verses and gratitude,
learning to pray, and learning to show respect and kindness
to others. Oh yes, and we also teach prewriting, prereading,
and number concepts as well, all through play which is where
a child's brain is most engaged. ECDP also has an excellent
kindergarten program taught by two experienced teachers
who plan centers carefully to promote academic skills and
individual responsibility. Our kindergarten is a great
foundation for future learning regardless of what type of
elementary program you choose for your child.
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brass quintet, Encore
Brass, will be providing
the music for our
services. Our very own,
Efrain Sain is a member of
this brass ensemble. We
are looking forward to
their gift of music that
Sunday.

The weeks of June 11th and 18th, ECDP will host Athletes &
Actors Summer Camps. One week will be devoted to sports
and the other will be devoted to theater arts, all on a
preschool level. Summer camp is Monday through Thursday,
9-2. Please check the ECDP link through the HCUMC website
to find out more information or call Beth McClure in the ECDP
Office at 972-492-1371.
Happy Easter to all of you!

From Our Lay Leader

Congratulations!
At the 34th annual Young
Texas Artists Music
Competition in Conroe,
Texas in March our
accompanist Dongni Xie
was named the Gold
winner in the Piano
division with her
performance of "Piano
Concerto in F" by George
Gershwin.

Food Pantry Need:

It is time to make a change. Where
do I begin? I probably need to get a
book on the subject first. Then, I
need to carve out some time to read
the book. I definitely need to watch
some YouTube videos on the
subject. By the time all this
happens, guess what? Hours, days,
weeks, months, maybe even years
have passed by. Here's an idea: Just start. Go. Move forward.
Get the ball rolling. Get involved. Start wrapping your head
around it. Give yourself 10 uninterrupted minutes a day to
make a change. A lot can happen in ten minutes. Things get
started in ten minutes. Questions get answered in ten
minutes. New questions arise in ten minutes. Give yourself
ten minutes tomorrow. And, ten minutes the next day. Those
minutes add up. That resume gets polished. That application
gets filled out. That book gets finished. That budget starts
getting under control. That mile time gets shorter. Confidence
starts building. You gain focus. Just start!
"2Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials
of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your
faith develops perseverance. 4Perseverance must finish its
work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking
anything." James 1:2-4
Aaron Hunsaker

Canned meats

Sunday Worship
Schedule
8:30 and 11:00 am
Worship Services
9:45 am
Sunday School for all
ages

Ad Council Update
Thank you for reading this offering.
From a Holy Covenant Administrative
Council perspective, the horizon is
wide and the opportunity great.
We here at Holy Covenant are on a
journey, and anyone reading this
correspondence is welcome to come
along or assist in our work. Simply
put, I would offer these focuses for
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Staff
Rev. Carol Sparks
csparks@hcumc.org
Senior Pastor
Rev. Bill Mauldin
bmauldin@hcumc.org
Associate Pastor
of Family Ministries
Leanne Seabright
lseabright@hcumc.org
Worship and Music
Minister
Beth McClure
bmcclure@hcumc.org
ECDP Director
Christine Perry
cperry@hcumc.org
Bookkeeper
Elise Webb Odell
ewebb@hcumc.org
Administrative Assistant

In Our Thoughts and
Prayers
The Patterson family; Jan
Barnes; Joyce McCoy;
Vanessa Gunn & Baby
Faith; Bob Michael; Jamie
Schaffer; Grant Dermody;
Betty Morse; Aiden
Gamez; Brenda Anderson;
Hans Becker; Linda
Lawrence; Jan Reynolds;
Jerry & Elizabeth
Hunsaker; Andrew
Gonzales; Mitzi King; Lea
Craven; Cole Ingrum;
Christina Cantu & family;
Randy Sutherland; Kelly
Ellis; Tom Yull; the family
of Brett Bean; Stephanie
Flangin; Jean Kennerly;
Craig Werdnee; Andrea
Berquist; Mr. Dennis; and
Jan Beall.

our move forward.
We enter into every interaction with humility, seeking to
understand where the other party, the other individual or
group has come from and respecting the road they have
traveled the experiences they have had, and through
discipleship we meet one another genuinely and respecting
everyone's path to the discussion.
Relationships are critical, again with humility and grace we
enter into any relationship or interaction with our face pointed
toward His work, and attempting to meter our humanity.
The work of our Holy Covenant Team is to enter into
conversations, work and challenges with candor. Loaded with
grace and compassion we can continue to speak with candor
and genuine feedback while working together towards the
ultimate goal.
My hope as Ad Council chair is to lead from the front in
servant leadership; meeting my brothers and sisters where
they are at individually, and collectively. Holy Covenant is a
uniquely wonderful entity and will continue to be life altering
and standard changing. If you are up to the challenge, come
along with us on this journey that is God's will of treating one
another with grace, leaning into the difficulties of our
humanness and life and being change agents in being a
sanctuary and move forward point for the Lord's work in
2018. "Saddle up" Sisters and Brothers, we ride now!
Matthew 5:9
John Wesley "Catch on fire with enthusiasm, and people will
come for miles to watch you burn"
Brothers and Sisters, if you want to be a smoke jumper with
me; come on!
Peace, Scott
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Our loved ones in the
military
Levi Bayard; Hunter Blue,
Kate Blue, KeNi Gaines,
Zach Glass, Jake Oliver,
Ashton Rudolf and Diana
Rudolf.

We  are  welcoming  and  open  to  all  people;  
black  or  white  or  brown,  you  are  welcome  here;  
rich  or  poor,  young  or  old,  you  are  welcome  here,  
gay  or  straight,  citizen  or  sojourner,  you  are  welcome  here.
Holy Covenant United Methodist Church, 972-492-2432,
1901 E. Peters Colony Road, Carrollton, TX 75007

	
  

