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True Colors
In the last few weeks, I have had the
privilege and joy to witness something
very touching, memorable and
remarkable. First, was when Pastor
Carol gave a sermon on the part of our
welcoming statement that includes
persons of different sexual orientations.
A young man, Bryan Jackson, sang the
song "True Colors". He also was the
author of a poem that Carol included in
her sermon. The poem talked about the
hurt he felt when the church he grew up
in no longer welcomed him. He felt they
no longer loved him. Then, we had
communion. I observed Carol was
serving Bryan's loved one,
Scott. Whenever Carol serves a person communion, to me it is
special because she always says something meaningful and
personal to that person. This young man was visibly moved,
from what I could see of his bodily motions. He may have been
in tears, but I couldn't see his face.
It reminded me of something I read in a Mitch Albom book,
titled "The Five People You Meet in Heaven". In the book, the
main character was a veteran of WWII in the pacific. At one
point, his group had supposedly cleared a village of the
inhabitants, before torching the huts. Except one hut, he
thought he saw movement of a small figure inside after it was
afire. That image haunted him his entire life. In heaven, he
encountered a young Asian girl. She was on the bank of a
river, where other children were in the water, playing,
splashing and rubbing stones on each other. The girl said they
were washing each other as their mothers did. He asked her
why she was present and she said "you made me fire". She
said her mother told her to hide from the soldiers and he made
her fire. He was overcome with grief, sorrow and pain. After
his emotions subsided, the girl held out a stone to him and
said "You wash me". She stepped into the river, removed her
clothes and she was covered in disfiguring burns. She again
held out the stone and said "You wash me". So, he did. As he
rubbed the stone onto her burned flesh, the scabs loosened
and fell and healthy skin appeared.
This encounter reminds me of times in my own life, when
people, usually loved ones, sometimes say things and the
words feel like drops of fire on my heart and soul. Usually, it is
some sort of truth that I need to hear. Painful as it is, it is
important learning and some form of healing. These exchanges

Sports Camp
Triumph Sports will host a
Christian Rookie Sport
Camp here at Holy
Covenant July 16th through
19th for 4-7 year olds from
8:30-11:30am. Cost is
$90. You can register at
Triumph. This will be our
first year working with
them but they have a
wonderful and long history
with many of our fellow
North Texas UMCs.

Youth Formation

expand my understanding of the other person's reality and
show me ways that I may have been hurtful or uncaring,
without realizing it. This is one reason why I understand that
listening to others is so important.
Back to the young man, who was so visibly moved in our
midst, during communion. I am so pleased and proud that
moment happened at our church. I am proud that our church
is a place where things like that can happen. I think it is one
way the love of God is working through us, to bring healing to
those who need it.
So, on the topic of true colors, it gave me some reflection. I
believe God's true color is love. I believe it is every Christian's
duty to reflect that love and hopefully that is the true color
that others see in us.
Grace and Peace,
Cherl Harrell

New & Restored Members

Youth Week
Incoming 6th graders will
be welcomed into youth
group July 22-26. More to
come once the youth have
had a chance to plan it.

Adult Formation

Bryan Jackson and Scott Schmidt joined and
Sherry Dunn restored her membership June 10, 2018
Summer Choir Begins July 8th

What would you like to
learn about or study in a
small group this fall?
Contact Rev. Bill Mauldin
bmauldin@hcumc.org
Music Ministries

WHAT: Multigenerational Choir (Rising
7th graders and up)
WHEN: 10:00 AM Sunday mornings
Starting SUNDAY, JULY 8
WHERE: Choir practice room behind
the Sanctuary
Come and sing for one Sunday, two
Sundays or all! Rehearsal at 10AM for the 10:30 Unity Service!
"Music is the prayer the heart sings."
"Music gives a soul to the universe, wings to the mind, flight to
the imagination, and life to everything."
Plato

Vacation Bible School
Shipwrecked
July 8-12
5:30 - 8:30 pm

Leanne returns
Sunday, July 8th!

New Cherub Choir
Leader!
Cherub Choir is ages 3 - K
Many thanks to Heather
Mincieli. Heather will be our
Cherub Choir leader this
coming 2018-2019 season!
Heather and her husband
Frank joined Holy Covenant
in January and they have
two children, Sienna and
Chloe. Thank you Heather!!
ALL CHILDREN'S CHOIRS
(Music Machine, Cherub
Choir and Children's
Chimes) will resume on
SEPTEMBER 9TH!

Sign up NOW for this
summer's Vacation Bible
School online at VBS 2018.
VBS is for children 3years old
through 5th grade and
nursery is provided for all
volunteers. Preschoolers only
do the opening ceremony and two activity rotations. They will
then just have nursery time after that (we could even put
them in jammies for you). Our fun theme this year is
"Shipwrecked".
We will have a Work Week July 2-6 from 9 am to noon to set
up for VBS. All help is appreciated!

Parents' Night Out
Friday, July 20
6 to 9 pm
in the Covenant Center
Ages Infant - 5th Grade.
Reservations are required
by Wednesday, July 18! Reserve a
place for your child at
hcumc.org. You may drop off and
pick up children anytime during the
designated hours. $10 per child;
$25 max per same family.

Sack Summer Hunger
Saturdays through August 11
We still need volunteers to distribute
food to families in our area--especially
July 28, August 4 and August 11. Signup sheets are in the Narthex. Please
help feed children this summer!

Save the Date!

Join us
Sunday, September 9th
for

Welcome Back
Sunday
ECDP Update

Blood Drive
Sunday, August 12
9 am to 1 pm
in the Covenant Center
Every donor who gives is helping save
lives, and by working together we can
all make a greater difference.

Adult Study for Fall
If you are not in a small group or would like to be a part of a
short term study that would give you a solid Biblical
foundation, please prayerfully consider being a part of short

ECDP's Athletes & Actors
Summer Camps were a
huge success! We spent
one week teaching our
students about different
sports: volleyball, tennis,
baseball, soccer, hockey,
yoga, even croquet. Many
of these sports were new to
them, so it was a great
growing opportunity for
them. Our second week
was dedicated to giving our
students opportunities to
perform. We held a talent
show on the last day of
camp where all of our
kiddoes gave a
performance, and they
were great!

term Fast Track Disciple study
this September through
November. The class would be 12
weeks with an additional 12 week
class to follow. Contact Rev. Bill
Mauldin bmauldin@hcumc.org if
interested.

Fall Adult Mission Trip
This fall, if there is interest, I would
like to discuss the possibility of an
adult-only mission trip to be a part of
the Harvey recovery effort. If anyone
has interest and would like to help
provide leadership please contact
me. The North Texas Conference has
challenged itself to sending 300
teams in the next three years. We just fulfilled one of those
300 this summer with youth and adults. I would like to
challenge the adults to fulfill one of the 300 later this year.
-Pastor Bill bmauldin@hcumc.org

From Our Lay Leader

With summer camp behind
us, it is time to look toward
the beginning of the 20182019 school year and
ECDP's 40th birthday! Forty
years and we're still playing
in the blocks center! For
forty years ECDP has been
providing young children
with meaningful learning
experiences and bridging
home with school. After 40
years in the community, we
continue to be recognized
as a quality preschool
program and a great place
for families with young
children to come together.
ECDP is proud to be in
ministry with Holy
Covenant UMC, and we will
continue to teach children
to love God, themselves,
and others! Thank you,
Holy Covenant UMC, for
being our partner these 40
years!

I recently read that one of the main
things to remember when white
water rafting is, "Don't look where
you don't want to go." How many
times during each day, are we
looking at all the distractions
around us? All the reasons to take it
easy? All the obstacles in our lives
that are out there trying to keep us
from being the people God wants us
to be?
Peter called to him, "Lord, if it's really you, tell me to come to
you, walking on the water." "Yes, come," Jesus said. So Peter
went over the side of the boat and walked on the water toward
Jesus. But when he saw the strong wind and the waves, he
was terrified and began to sink - Matthew 14:28-30
Peter took his eye off of where he wanted to go. He got
nervous. He got scared. The fear of sinking distracted him just
like it distracts all of us.
What are the "strong winds and the waves" in your life that are
distracting you? Scaring you? Wasting your time? Holding you
back? Knocking you off the path?
Let's all identify the "the strong winds and the waves" in our
lives and look beyond them, around them. Then, let's all focus
on where God wants us to go so that we can do God's work
and not ours.
"Never be afraid to trust an unknown future to a known God."
- Corrie ten Boom

Annual Conference Report

Food Pantry Need:

By LaRae Pritchard- HCUMC Lay
Member to Conference
Women's Equality in the UMC
The legislative item was brought to
the General Conference in 2016 and
moved to the UMC Annual Conference
for final vote approval at conferences
2017, where it failed.

Spaghetti Sauce &
Instant Mashed Potatoes
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2018 this legislative item was
amended and resubmitted for vote
across UMC conferences with new language attached. Once
every UMC conference concludes the results of this vote will be
known and changes submitted for the book of Discipline.
"The Way Forward" aka Human Sexuality was also presented
in General Conference 2016 and the decision was for the
Council of Bishops to recommend how to proceed with changes
within the church and Book of Discipline. There was a special
committee formed and have been working on this movement
ever since and this committee has narrowed it down to 3
options to submit to General Conference in 2020.
You ask what does this mean this change would allow the
Gay/Lesbian church members (those who have the calling to
pastor) to be ordained, it would allow current UMC pastors who
chose to perform same sex marriages and those who's beliefs
have the right to decline, and it would allow these ceremonies
to be held within the UMC church.
The 3 plans are The Traditional Plan, The One Church Plan and
the Connectional Conference Plan. The council
recommendation is The One Church Plan, here is what it
includes:
1. Allows for Contextualization of language about human
sexuality in support of the mission
2. Allows for central conferences especially those in Africa to
retain traditional language and values
3. Best fulfills the vision of a global and multicultural church in
order to maximize our mission and to achieve as much unity as
possible
The final legislative proposal will be submitted in July 2018, so
that a special General conference meeting will be held in Feb
2019 to vote and move forward on which plan will be
presented to General conference 2020.

In Our Thoughts and
Prayers

This will more than likely be presented at UMC conferences in
2020 for overall approval votes.

The Mays family; the Amos
family; the Harrison family;
Jan Barnes and family;
Angela Scruggs & Helma
Gentry; Sharon Harris;
Maliq Davis; Aiden Gamez;
Brenda Anderson; Carlos
Ponce; Jeff Lindmark; Paul
Hatter; Susie Ponce; Hans
Becker; Jan Reynolds; Jerry
& Elizabeth Hunsaker;
Andrew Gonzales; Mitzi
King; Lea Craven; Cole
Ingrum; Christina Cantu &
family; Randy Sutherland;

For more information on this, North Texas Laity is holding the
following event:
Listening for "The Way Forward" for the UMC
Date: August 18,2018, Time: 9:00am-2:15pm
Place: Aldersgate UMC 3926 Old Denton Rd Carrollton, TX
75007.
Cost: $20 (includes lunch) Register: online NTCUMC Laity or
call Susan Anderson- 940-497-2707

Kelly Ellis; Tom Yull;
Stephanie Flangin; Craig
Werdnee; Andrea
Bergquist; and Jahon
Pierce.

Our loved ones in the
military
Levi Bayard, Hunter Blue,
Kate Blue, KeNi Gaines,
Zach Glass, Shane Mote,
Jake Oliver, Antonio
Ramirez, Ashton Rudolf and
Diana Rudolf.

We are welcoming and open to all people;
black or white or brown, you are welcome here;
rich or poor, young or old, you are welcome here,
gay or straight, citizen or sojourner, you are welcome here.

Holy Covenant United Methodist Church | 972-492-2432 | 1901 E. Peters Colony Road | Carrollton | TX | 75007

