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Message from Pastor Carol
"We are in the Dog Days of summer." I
have thought it. I have said it. I have
heard others say it. It is most often
uttered in moments when the blinding sun
and sweltering heat are insufferable. It is
to offer comfort from one weary creature
to another but upon the offering - it
becomes a rally cry for surrender. Dog
Days refers to the period from July 3 to
August 11 when the Sirius star nicknamed
the Dog Star (part of the constellation
Canis Major) rises in conjunction with the
sun. The ancients felt that the combination
of the sun during the day and the star at
night was responsible for the extreme heat and consequent
suffering. In Clavis Calendaria, John Brady graphically refers
to this period as an evil time when "the sea boiled, the wine
turned sour, dogs grew mad, and all other creatures became
languid; causing to man, among other diseases, burning
fevers, hysterics, and phrensies." (1813)
Yep, it is the Dog Days of summer!
It is easy and almost obligatory as a resident of Texas to
complain about the heat but I would challenge each of us to
look beyond our discomfort to what God has done and is doing
in this "evil time" of boiling seas, wine desecration, crazy
dogs, lazy people and hysterical frenzies!
This summer has been a time of offering support to residents
dealing with the long term effects of Hurricane Harvey,
children and youth attending camp at Bridgeport to grow in
faith, all generations growing in relationship and faith during
VBS, people of our community being fed through our Food
Pantry, Sack Summer Hunger and Austin Street Ministries,
families and members being supported during difficult seasons
of life, and our congregation coming together to worship
through our Unity Service. May the words on our lips in these
Dog Days of summer be of awe and praise in response to the
honor it has been to participate in the presence of God.
1 O God, you are my God, I seek you, my soul thirsts for you;
my flesh faints for you, as in a dry and weary land where
there is no water.
2 So I have looked upon you in the sanctuary, beholding your
power and glory
3 Because your steadfast love is better than life, my lips will
praise you.
4 So I will bless you as long as I live;

I will lift up my hands and call on your name. (Psalm 63:14)

Save the Date!

SAVE THE DATE:
Sunday, September 9 "Welcome Back Sunday"
All Children's Choirs
begin the 2018-2019
Season!
Cherub Choir - ages 3 - K
(Leader, Heather Mincielli)
Music Machine - grades 1st5th (Leader, Melanie Luce)
Children's Chimes - 3rd 5th (Leader, Leanne
Seabright)
Children's Choirs Sunday
Morning Schedule
10:30 - 11:30 (up to
11:45) Sunday service
11:30 - Lunch should be
ready
12 - 12:30 - Cherub Choir
12 - 12:40 - Music Machine
12:40 - 1 pm - Children's
Chimes
**When the service runs
longer than one hour,
we will adjust the
practice times
accordingly.
PARENT'S MEETING for all
Children's Choirs
Sunday, September 9th
Directly following the
service in the Sanctuary

Join us September 9th
for Welcome Back Sunday!
Feeding the Homeless
Holy Covenant is providing Breakfast at the Austin Street
Shelter at 5:00 am on Sunday, August
5. We will provide breakfast for 400 men,
women and children at the homeless
shelter.
We will provide:
12 sandwiches (individually bagged)
12 pieces fruit
12 boiled eggs in shell in carton
Cases of bottled water/ juice boxes
Snack/granola bars
We will receive all donations on
Saturday, August 4 from 9am -noon in the HCUMC kitchen.
All are welcome to travel with us to Austin Street Sunday
morning at 5:15 am from the HCUMC kitchen. We will drive to
Austin Street, set up and serve breakfast. We will also collect
retail plastic bags for the residents to carry their food because
all residents must leave the shelter at 7:00 am. For more
information, contact Rick Davis 972-814-5325.

Blood Drive
Sunday, August 12
9 am to 1 pm
in the Covenant Center
Every donor who gives is helping save
lives, and by working together we can
all make a greater difference.

Parents' Night Out
Wesleyan Choir
Our college and adult choir
will begin Wednesday
rehearsals on August 15th
at 7:30 pm and the first
Sunday back will be August
26th! If you enjoy singing,

Friday, August 17
6 to 9 pm
in the Covenant Center
Ages Infant - 5th Grade. Reservations are required
by Wednesday, August 15! Reserve a place for your child at
hcumc.org. You may drop off and pick up children anytime

give this a try!

Covenant Carillons
First Wednesday rehearsal
will be September 5 from
6:30 -7:15 pm. We have a
few spots open! You do not
need to read music to
participate.

Finance

during the designated hours. $10
per child; $25 max per same
family.

From Our Lay Leader
One More - Inspired by Bill
Mauldin's sermon on July 15, 2018
I know I wasn't the only one who
was moved by Bill's sermon. I
heard from different people how
good it was and I'm guessing many
of us were moved by it for different
reasons. Bill had a funny story
about a young girl who didn't
typically go to a Baptist church but
one day she did and she got "saved". I'm paraphrasing a lot
here and leaving out a lot of funny details, but this girl
became "one more" that the Baptists saved.
I was left thinking about the phrase that Bill repeated several
times, "one more." Bill used "one more" in the context of
bringing "one more" person to God. The more I thought about
this, the more I realized how important "one more" can be.
"One more" day with a loved one in the hospital. "One more"
news story that makes us hug our loved ones a little bit harder
than usual.

Please remember to keep
your pledge current
through the summer!

ECDP Update

"One more" can also refer to challenges we place in our lives.
"One more" kilometer to finish someone's first 5K. "One more"
house payment to pay off a mortgage a year early. "One
more" pint to donate a total of five gallons of blood.
"One mores" come in all shapes and sizes. Let's be there for
each other's "one more" and hold each other up when those
"one mores" are testing our faith. And let's be there to
celebrate those "one mores" when goals have been achieved.
Whatever your "one more" is, ask God to help you, to be with
you, as you do "one more". Get "one more". Accomplish "one
more."
"If you are always trying to be normal, you will never know
how amazing you can be." - Maya Angelou

ECDP is celebrating 40
Years of Getting our
CRAY-ON!
Do you groan when you see
WalMart & Target
advertising Back to School
merchandise, or do you do
a happy dance? I'm
somewhere in between, so
excited about welcoming

Youth Week Photos

children, parents, and
LAUGHTER back into the
school but also groaning
with the extra push it takes
for us to be ready! ECDP is
prepping. Training is in
place for teachers. Floors
and rugs are getting
cleaned. We're finishing up
playground maintenance.
And the Annex Building is
about to have a flowerbed
makeover by an aspiring
Eagle Scout. So much is
happening in August so
that we are ready for our
precious students and their
sweet families.
This year I'm excited to
celebrate ECDP's 40th
birthday. We're celebrating
40 years of loving and
teaching children, providing
them with meaningful and
developmentally
appropriate experiences.
We're celebrating 40 years
of God's faithfulness of
providing us with great
teachers and resources and
especially for our amazing
students and their families.
God has been good to us,
and we want to continue to
serve God and the
children God brings us with
our very best! So no
groaning this year when we
see the school supplies.
This year we're going to
breathe a prayer of
gratitude for the joys of
childhood, play and school.
Happy 2018-2019! Get to
school, and get your CRAYON!
Beth McClure,
ECDP Director

Mark Your Calendars!

Auction & Dinner
Saturday, October 6!

Food Pantry Need:

Soups & Instant Mashed
Potatoes
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In Our Thoughts and
Prayers

The family of Jan Barnes;
the family of Andy Lane;
the Mays family; the
Harrison family; Melanie
Luce; Heather Hinton;
Sharon Harris; Maliq Davis;
Aiden Gamez; Brenda
Anderson; Carlos Ponce;
Susie Ponce; Hans Becker;
Jan Reynolds; Jerry &
Elizabeth Hunsaker;
Andrew Gonzales; Mitzi
King; Lea Craven; Cole
Ingrum; Christina Cantu &
family; Randy Sutherland;
Kelly Ellis; Tom Yull;
Stephanie Flangin; Austin
Oaks; Craig Werdnee;
Andrea Bergquist; and
Jahon Pierce.

Our loved ones in the
military
Levi Bayard, Hunter Blue,
Kate Blue, KeNi Gaines,
Zach Glass, Shane Mote,
Jake Oliver, Antonio
Ramirez, Ashton Rudolf and
Diana Rudolf.

We are welcoming and open to all people;
black or white or brown, you are welcome here;
rich or poor, young or old, you are welcome here,
gay or straight, citizen or sojourner, you are welcome here.
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