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Message from Pastor Cheryl
My prayer for you this Holy Week weekend is that you
find time to spend with your Lord Jesus. There are lots
of ways you can do this. We are having four worship
services in the next four days. The prayer walk is
available at the church including the Labyrinth, the
benches, the lake, and the cross. You can find your
own holy space at home: light a candle, read the Bible,
journal through words or drawings. Open yourself to
these final days with Jesus finding the gift of his love
and his life given for you.
One of the reasons this invitation is important this
year, is we have all been through hell. We have all had
losses, struggles, health concerns, isolation,
loneliness, emptiness, and suffering. We have all felt
anger and despair. We have all struggled with fear and
anxiety. We have been confronted with a situation we
never imagined we would live through, and many have
not.
Spending time with Jesus gives us the opportunity to
live with the sorrow, the pain, the suffering. And Jesus
understands; Jesus has lived it too. He has the scars

Holy Covenant United
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You may also follow our online
worship or watch previous
online services you may have
missed at hcumc.org.

to show the pain, the brokenness. Jesus receives us
as we are, embracing our sorrow and our tears.
This spring as new life is blooming all around, as the
dawn of our new normal is arriving, we need to hear
the Easter Good News with recovering hearts. Out of
great suffering, tragic events, and sleepless nights
comes new hope, renewed life! Out of something that
looks like a stone a baby chick arrives. Out of a
chrysalis, emerges a fluttering splendid butterfly. And
from a brown dead bulb, a beautiful fragrant lily. The
signs of new life, the healing of eternal hope and the
blossoming of Easter.
We are a resurrection people, an Easter people
walking with hope as we search for the promised joy of
our Lord.

Outdoor Worship
Sundays at 8:30 am
Weather permitting
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I hope you will spend time with Jesus in these next few
days. Jesus is calling to you, He is waiting for you, He
wants you to come and see Easter hope through His
eyes!
Shalom Blessings,
Pastor Cheryl

Prayer List
The Lathrop and Roberts family; the Mincieli family;
Rhonda and Mitzi King; Andy Edwards; Janet Trumble;
Helen Mayo; Mary Harrison; Tyler Ackerman; Jojo
Sain; Mike and Susan Bragg; our friends at Atria
Carrollton; and those impacted by the winter storm.

Loved Ones in the Military
KeNi Gaines, Bianca Lathrop, Sean Murphy, Jake
Oliver and Antonio Ramirez.

Church-Wide Meeting on Zoom
Sunday, April 18
11:30 am
We will hear from all the ministries and committees at
Holy Covenant. First quarter financials will be given.
Hope you will join us!

Mondays - Church Office Closed
Tuesdays - Open 9 am - 3 pm
Wednesdays - Open 9 am - 3 pm
Thursdays - Open 9 am - 3 pm
Fridays - Church Office Closed

Phone Streaming
Do you know someone who would like to follow along with
our worship by phone? Contact Pastor
Cheryl cmurphy@hcumc.org or call Elise Odell in the
church office 972-492-2432

April Dates
4/1 Maundy Thursday Worship
4/2 Good Friday Worship
4/4 8:30 am Easter Outside Worship, 10:30 am In-person
and Streaming Easter Worship
4/5 No School
4/6 7 pm Trustees - via Zoom
4/7 10:40 am Preschool Chapel - by the cross outside
4/8 7 pm Music Ministry Check-In - via Zoom
4/11 1-2 pm Food Drive-Thru - HC parking lot
4/13 7 pm SPPR - via Zoom
4/14 10:40 am Preschool Chapel - by the cross outside
4/18 11:30 am All Church Quarterly Meeting - via Zoom
4/20 7 pm Finance - via Zoom
4/21 10:40 am Preschool Chapel -by the cross outside
4/21 6 pm Missions - via Zoom
4/22 6:30 pm Kindergarten Parent Information Night - Sanctuary
4/22 7 pm Music Ministry Check-in - via Zoom
4/24 9 am -12:30 pm Secure Document Shredding
4/25 1-3 pm Food Drive-Thru - HC parking lot
4/27 7 pm Ad Council - via Zoom
4/28 10:40 am Preschool Chapel - by the cross outside

April Worship
For the month of April our worship services will be in-person
Sundays at 8:30 am and 10:30 am and livestreamed
on Facebook or on the church website at 10:30 am. The
8:30 am worship services are outside, weather permitting.
Please continue to find ways to be present with us every
week!
April 1 7:00 pm Maundy Thursday, Streamed and In-Person
April 2 7:00 pm Good Friday, Streamed and In-Person
April 4 Easter Sunday - He is risen! 8:30 am Outside Worship - Children assist in telling the
Passion/Easter story. 10:30 am Live streaming and Sanctuary In-Person joyful celebration!
With handbells!
April 11 Second Sunday of Easter. 8:30 am Outside Worship. 10:30 am Live streaming and
Sanctuary In-Person with guest preacher on his last Sunday in Texas, Rev. Jack Soper.
Romans 8:28
April 18 Third Sunday of Easter. 8:30 am Outside Worship. 10:30 am Live streaming and
Sanctuary In-Person - Eastertime witness John 21.
April 25 Fourth Sunday of Easter. 8:30 am Outside Worship. 10:30 am Live streaming and
Sanctuary In-Person Celebration of God's Creation!

April Birthdays
4/1 Andrea Allen
4/4 Ted Ditty
4/5 Vera Kleinhenz
4/6 Mike Johnson
4/8 Shelly Martinez
4/10 Jeanne Selby
4/15 Bill Franklin & Don Parker
4/17 Barrett & Kambria Carter and Scarlett
Valcourt
4/18 Kammie Powell
4/20 Julie Fuller and Dante Paa
4/21 Jerry Fuller
4/22 Grayson Valcourt
4/25 Chris Mundell
4/27 Sharon Gonzales

Youth Ministry Update
April 2021
Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ!
It is so good to chat with you all again! I hope to see all
your faces soon as we are transitioning back to in-person
services! I want to share with you what is to come for the
month of April as well as a brief update of the life of the
youth group. We have regular attendance of youth, which
is so exciting! Currently, youth has moved into the church
now for worship and teaching, small groups are still
outside the labyrinth until further notice. It is such a joy to
see our young people respond to the movement of God through this ministry. We ended our

faith series last week and will move into the new series "The Glory of Easter" all the way 'til
Pentecost Sunday. Here are the dates of Exalt Youth:
• April 4th Easter - no youth - enjoy time with your family!
• April 11th 12:30 - 2 pm Regular Programming
• April 18th 12:30 - 2 pm We will have kickball day for the youth and we will invite
our sister youth group from Aldersgate UMC for a time of fellowship and Old
School Kickball!
• April 25th 12:30 - 2 pm youth, followed by parent quarterly meeting after youth to
discuss summer plans.
May God bless you and keep you this month!
Julian-Louis Carter
Youth Director

Music Ministry on Zoom
Music Ministry Check-ins
2nd and 4th Thursdays
7 pm on Zoom
If you are part of the Music Ministries (choir, handbells,
instrumentalists) at Holy Covenant--or would like to be- please join this virtual gathering. It gives us a chance
to check-in with everyone and make plans for
upcoming music opportunities. In April, we will meet
on April 8 and April 22.
HCUMC IT is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom
meeting.
Topic: Choir
Time: 07:00 PM
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87955220118?pwd=b0lKTjBpMWFHVWViTzg0eHdnSFZQUT09
Meeting ID: 879 5522 0118
Passcode: 944377
Dial +1 346 248 7799

Guest Preacher
Rev. Jack Soper
Sunday, April 11
10:30 am worship
Join us for worship with guest preacher Rev. Jack Soper,
founding pastor of Holy Covenant UMC.

Food Pantry Update
There are many ways to help the Food
Pantry. You can help pack food in bags for a
Distribution, you can work the Distribution, you
can donate food or money to the Pantry, or you
can help us spread the word about the
Pantry. Spread the word to anyone you think
might be in need of food, post an article on your
neighborhood website or on Facebook or other
social media. Our Distributions are the 2nd and
4th Sundays of the month from 1:00-2:00, and
we are also open on Thursdays from 10:002:00. The address is 1901 East Peters Colony,
Carrollton, TX 75007. Remember to say that
everyone is welcome.
March was a busy month. We had 138 visits from families, served 517 individuals 6,078 meals.
Year-to-date, we have had visits, individuals, and meals.
The Distributions in April will be on the 11th and the 25th. Please sign up
on signupgenius.com to volunteer.
We are doing well with the food we can order from the North Texas Food Bank, but we still
come up short on a few items.
For that, we need:
Canned Chicken
Hearty Soups
Mac & Cheese
Dog and Cat Food
Thank you for all you do for the Food Pantry.

Preschool Registration
Now Enrolling for 2021
Holy Covenant ECDP is now registering students 2 years
of age thru Kindergarten for the 2021-2022 school year.
Email Preschool@hcumc.org for more information and
to schedule a tour. Since our campus is closed to visitors
during school hours, tours are given after school or on
Saturday mornings.
Kindergarten Parent Information Night:
On Thursday, April 22nd at 6:30pm, we will host an inperson information night in the Holy Covenant sanctuary for families interested in having their
student attend our kindergarten. All attendees will be required to wear masks and family groups
will be seated with adequate space for social distancing. If your family would prefer a private
tour and meeting, that can be scheduled by emailing Preschool@HCUMC.org.

Secure Document Shredding
Secure Document Shredding
Saturday, April 24
9 am to 12:30 pm
in the HCUMC parking lot.
Sponsored by Holy Covenant's Green Team. Open to
the public. Protect your identity while supporting Holy
Covenant. Watch your documents being shredded on
site with the utmost security. $5 per copy paper sized
box. Invite your friends and family to bring their
sensitive documents to be shredded. Shredding will be done by Secure On Site Shredding Inc.
Visit www.secureonsiteshredding.com for more information about the company.

Coming in May!
Breakfast for Austin Street
Saturday, May 1
9 am to Noon
Holy Covenant Kitchen
Holy Covenant is scheduled to again provide breakfast
for the homeless at Austin Street Shelter. If you are able
to donate food, please prepare 12 sandwiches, 12 pieces
of fruit and 12 hard-boiled eggs and deliver them to Holy
Covenant on Saturday, May 1, between 9 am and
noon. Bottled water and juice boxes are also
appreciated.
Please drive around to the kitchen door where members of the Spiritual Journeymen will
receive the donations from you. The food will be delivered Saturday afternoon and it will be
served by the Austin Street staff on Sunday morning. Contact Rick Davis for more information
972-814-5325, mdrdtexas@hotmail.com.

Blood Drive
Sunday, May 16
8:30 am to Noon
Holy Covenant Parking Lot
COVID-19 antibody testing available for all donors. Carter
BloodCare observes social distancing guidelines. Please wear a
mask.

Shingle Mountain Is Gone!
On Friday, Feb 26th a celebration concert was
held in the yard of Marsha Jackson, who lives
just south of Downtown Dallas. Marsha owns the
property adjacent to what has been known since
2017 as “Shingle Mountain”. The concert
featured several members of the Dallas
Symphony as well as a vocalist who just happens
to own the company that removed 100,000 tons
of toxic, illegal debris that overshadowed Ms.
Jackson’s property.
Shingle Mountain has been the highly visible face
of Environmental Racism, its visibility gaining attention both locally and nationally, and its
removal a direct result of the actions of a number of citizens and organizations, notably
“Downwinders at Risk” and “The Poor Peoples’ Campaign”. At Holy Covenant, we listened to
Rev. Andrew Fiser preach to this issue in December 2019, and soon learned that one of our
own, Amanda Poland, sits on the board of Downwinders. Amanda introduced us to some of her
teammates in the 3-year struggle to get the City of Dallas to take action, Evelyn Mayo and Misti
O’Quinn. Many of you met Evelyn and Misti when Advocates hosted an informative and
stimulating panel discussion regarding Environmental Justice on November 15th of last year. We
are grateful and applaud their great work. We are also grateful to Rev. Fiser from the North
Texas Conference and to our own long-term member at Holy Covenant, Dr. Sharon Harris, who
gave us a deeper understanding of this justice issue, both of whom reminded us to continue to:
Do Justice, Love Mercy, and to Walk Humbly

Finance Update
March Giving:
Projected: $46,982
To Date: $37,690
Online Giving
Donate Here. You may set up regular giving by choosing the Donation
Frequency.

Streaming Ministry
Volunteers Needed!
Would you like to help with our online worship? We are looking for
volunteers for our worship streaming ministry. You will be asked to
commit to 2 worship services per month to operate either a video
switcher or a camera. Experience welcome--but not required! There
will be training. If interested, please contact Tim Shepardson
at tim@shepardson.us.

Church Work Days
Thanks to everyone who worked so hard to clean up the exterior of the church!

We are welcoming and open to all people;
black or white or brown, you are welcome here;
rich or poor, young or old, you are welcome here,
gay or straight, citizen or sojourner, you are welcome here.
Holy Covenant UMC | hcumc.org
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